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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The City of Atlanta in Conjunction with Atlanta Beltline, Inc.retained the Ecos Environmental Design, Inc.team

to develop a master plan for the future Boulevard Crossing Park.The Park will be one of the very first parks to be
developed around the in-town transit loop and it will provide much needed civic greenspace in a city desperately

in need of more parkland.The Boulevard Crossing Park site is located in the heart of the Chosewood community; a
historic, urban neighborhood rich with diversity and character. The property is approximately 21 acres of dilapidated
land that had housed light industrial and commercial uses for decades.

Through a guided community process, values, goals, and objectives were formulated to guide the park planning
process.The goals and objectives for this park are not only to follow the established neighborhood development
values of “Green, Diverse, and Historic,” but also to:

e Reclaim/restore/create & expand community environmental resources.

e Provide open, cultural,and civic spaces to promote social interaction and a thriving community.

e Ensure the recreational needs of the City of Atlanta are compatible with Boulevard Crossing community needs.

o |dentify,interpret and protect community historic and cultural resources.

Throughout design development, the Ecos team worked closely with community members, study group participants,
steering committee members, Atlanta BeltLine, Inc., and the Atlanta Department of Parks Recreation and Cultural
Affairs to incorporate expressed programming needs and amenities while meeting the overall goals and objectives
for Boulevard Crossing Park. Feedback was consistently acquired, processed, and incorporated into the park plan,

as appropriate and resulted in the ‘Urban Confluence’final master plan. The plan was completed concurrently with
overall planning for Subarea 3 of the Beltline, integrating with proposed landuse, transportation and circulation. A full
description of the extensive public engagement process eliciting public input and dialogue as well as the a complete
explanation of the planning and design process are captured in this document.

The Urban Confluence master plan seeks to restore the highly-disturbed landscape through infusing it with active
and passive recreation, art, and nature, while acknowledging its urban location. It is a balance of urban elements and
natural systems emphasizing public health, community building and environmental interpretation. The master plan
addresses circulation and connectivity, passive and active recreation, the environment, and the arts.

The design process included a series of steps expanded on in this report, including:
e Site inventory and Analysis
e Conceptual Master Plan Development
e Final Master Plan Development
e Overall Public Process

Additionally, this report addresses:
e Estimated development costs associated with a Phase 1 park development plan
o Areas of the park that will necessitate a resource management program to develop, restore, and protect its
natural communities.
e Suggested items to address in a comprehensive resource management plan that will ensure the success of the
Boulevard Crossing landscape.
This park master plan and report will guide subsequent phased development, operations and any consideration of
future new initiatives proposed at Boulevard Crossing Park.
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PROJECT GREENSPACE

PROJECT GREENSPACE:

In 2006, the City of Atlanta launched Project
Greenspace, an initiative to create a framework for
improving, growing, and managing Atlanta’s parks
and recreation. Through this program, a long-term
action plan will be established to build the capacity
for connecting people to greenspaces throughout
the city. Communities, civic organizations, and the
private sector were called upon to help shape the
future of Atlanta’s greenspace through participating in
a series of public hearings, roundtable discussions and
surveys. Participants were asked to share perceptions
of Atlanta’s current greenspace, vision for improvement
and greenspace priorities.

Initial greenspace goals were established by Project
Greenspace and include:

e Significantly increase the acreage of core
parkland.

e Develop greenways with multi-use trails to
connect trails and greenspaces.

e Continue to improve park maintenance and
security.

e Continue to improve recreational facilities and
programs to meet citizen’s needs.

e Permanently protect environmentally sensitive
lands such as floodplains, wetlands, and natural
habitat areas.

e Protect and restore Atlanta’s tree canopy
- increase tree cover to 40%.

e Increase the function of parks and greenspaces
as community gathering areas and establish a
major venue for special events and festivals.

e Integrate Atlanta’s history, cultural heritage,
and arts into the greenspace system as an
expression of community identity.

e Establish a source of funding for parks and
greenspace.

e Promote public and private partnerships to
“grow” the greenspace system.

e Promote and coordinate dedicated greenspace
within development and redevelopment
projects.

Key findings from a 2006 citywide parks and recreation
survey reveal that less than half of all participants live
within walking distance from adequate parks and
greenspace. When asked to list their top four park and
recreation priorities, responses included:

6

Walking and biking trails (49%)

Small neighborhood parks (35%)

Large community parks (33%)

Nature center and trails (22%)

When asked what needs the City of Atlanta’s park
system does not meet, the top five responses include:

e Walking and biking trails (55%)

e Nature center and trails (54%)

e Park Shelters and picnic areas (41%)

e Community Gardens (41%)

e Indoor fitness and exercise trails (40%)
Overall, the most important park facilities indicated by
respondents were:

e Walking and biking trails (49%)

e Small neighborhood parks (35%)

e Large community parks (33%)

The goals of Boulevard Crossing Park align with
those of Project Greenspace, with an aim to grow
and improve Atlanta’s park and recreation space

and improve quality of life. The final master plan
incorporates many of the stated needs and priorities
from the public survey mentioned above. Boulevard
Crossing Park focuses on restoring the existing
highly-disturbed landscape and building community
through infusing it with active and passive recreation,
art,and nature. The park focuses on connectivity

to the surrounding and adjacent neighborhoods

and includes a hierarchy of footpaths and bike trails
throughout, with proximity to the future BeltLine.

BOULEVARD CROSSING PARK



INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS

Inventory:

+ Site inventory and analysis involved a
comprehensive evaluation of existing conditions
using GIS data and information gathered during
a site visit as well as research on the history of the
site and surrounding community. The site visit to
the future Boulevard Crossing Park took place on
July 27,2007 by the ECOS Environmental Design
Inc.team and Paul Taylor, Assistant Director of the
City of Atlanta Parks Design Office. The purpose
of the site visit was to conduct a visual assessment
to verify and expand upon previous information
gathered. Critical features and their relationship
to the site were noted, and project-specific issues
identified.

: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc. July 2007

* A Phase | and partial Phase Il Environmental Site
Assessment (ESA) were conducted by Peachtree
Environmental, Inc.in October and November
of 2005. The Phase | included a review of the
property history, interviews, site reconnaissance,

an inspection of not only the site, but also adjacent

properties,and an agency records review. The
purpose of the Phase | ESA was to determine the

potential presence of and risks related to hazardous

materials or petroleum products. Because it was
established that possible underground storage
tanks existed from a former truck and automotive
repair facility, a partial Phase Il ESA was conducted
to test soil and groundwater for contamination.
Subsequently, the removal of two 3000 gallon
tanks was directed by Environmental Technology
Resources, Inc. (ETRI) in February of 2006. A No
Further Action letter was sent to the Georgia

: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc.

Department of Natural Resources on May 2, 2006
by ETRI to confirm that the site presented no
additional known risks.

All data collected during the inventory process
was overlaid to create a series of inventory and
analysis maps which outline current conditions
and emphasize significant opportunities and
challenges. Individual maps looked specifically
at hydrology, buildings, utilities, land cover, land
forms (elevation/slope), neighborhood context,
and additional site considerations such as high
and low points, beltline access and street access.
As indicated in the maps below, sensitive site
conditions such as topography, existing utilities,
and park boundaries will play a significant role in
design development. The maps were presented to
the Steering Committee for review on August 16,
2007.

Following the conceptual design process in
December 2007, an additional site visit was taken
by ECOS Environmental Design and Smith Dalia
Architects to further investigate the existing stream
and steep slopes and determine the feasibility of
daylighting the stream. After close examination
and further research it was determined that the
existing piped stream was part of Combined

Sewer Overflow (CSO) mitigation. Daylighting this
stream is not a viable design option, as it would not
contribute to the overall goal of the park design,
would be costly,and would possibly present health
risks. Additionally, in order to properly daylight the
stream and re-establish stream buffers, a significant
amount of parkland would be consumed, taking
away from critical usable park and recreation space.

" July 2007
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Context
and relative to existing parks within this section, including Grant Park and Chosewood Park. It shows the location

The context map displays the boundaries of the future Boulevard Crossing Park within Subarea 3 of the BeltLine
of the proposed BeltLine trail and reveals opportunities for connectivity between the green spaces in Subarea 3 to

each other and to surrounding neighborhoods.
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* Hydrology
The hydrology map indicates an existing stream running through Subarea 3 and the future Boulevard Crossing
Park. After further investigation through a site visit, it was discovered that the portion of this stream running
through the park site is piped underground and combined with stormwater and sanitary sewer water in that area.
This map also shows watershed and sub-watershed boundaries in proximity to the site and within which the site
exists. The future Boulevard Crossing Park is located with the Ocmulgee Sub-Watershed. Specific to the Boulevard
Crossing Park site, hydrologically speaking, there are no jurisdictional waters or wetlands.The site contains some
of the lowest elevations in the area, therefore significant amounts of stormwater runoff drains through the park

property.
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* Building Inventory
Four existing buildings and several concrete walls were located on the site, varying in size and condition. An
additional visual assessment was made to determine the possibility of retrofitting all or some of the buildings. The
buildings had no significant historical context, but could be restored if necessary. All buildings were vacant when
the site was inventoried, except for the smallest facility which housed the impound lot offices. The buildings were
all former light industrial/commercial warehouse style facilities. The design team considered the potential for
reuse of at least one of the structures; however site constraints, a lack of funding for both renovation and ongoing
operations, and the potential for significant vandalism and criminal activity led the City of Atlanta to demolish
the structures. ‘Green’ demolition was undertaken in the Fall 2007 in four areas of the park site including, 1179
Boulevard, 500 Englewood, 510 Englewood, and 520 Englewood. Green demolition focuses on diverting waste
from traditional landfills through materials re-use and recycling. Over 95% of all material located in these areas
was successfully reused or eI
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+ Utilities
Two significant easements run through the site, including a 200’ Georgia Power Company transmission line
easement from the southeast to the northwest corners of the site, ultimately originating from the Georgia Power
Grant Park substation that is just north of the BeltLine corridor.The 200 foot easement contains large metal
transmission line towers as well as lesser lines on lower wood poles. It is possible that the lines on the wood
poles can be relocated to the perimeter of the site. Also a 30’ Sanitary Sewer Easement which stretches along the
Eastern edge of the property. Both can limit design opportunities, as development is restricted or limited within
these areas. Any additions to the site within these areas can not block or impede access to the easement areas.
The map also locates existing gas meters, along the perimeter of the site.
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¢ Land Cover

While the majority of the property consists of impervious surfaces and kudzu, this map indicates areas of existing
tree cover suitable for possible restoration, as indicated by the bright green shade.The largest area of existing
trees/woodland in the north-central portion of the property has the most potential for rehabilitation.Though a
significant amount of invasive exotic species such as Chinese privet and English ivy have overrun the wooded area,
kudzu has not yet greatly impacted these trees. A plan to eradicate the invasive species and increase diversity by
re-introducing more native species will go a long way to helping restore this piece of urban woodland.
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Boundaries of areas covered with kudzu are
clearly marked on this map with the darkest shade
of green; indicating areas where clearing and
remediation will be necessary. Areas beneath the
kudzu were indeterminate, but mostly assumed to
be bare earth. However, it was observed in some
locations that the kudzu had overtaken some
paved/developed areas of the property.The kudzu
is not only a problem within the park property but
on adjacent properties as well, and will continue
to be a maintenance consideration as long as it is
within the vicinity of the park property.
Additionally, the impervious surfaces and existing By: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc.

buildings on this site include hard-packed gravel Pavement for abandoned facilities.
parking area, predominantly located in the
impound yard, concrete slab surrounding buildings,
and roofs. All of these areas help to contribute to
increased problems from excess stormwater runoff.
Redevelopment of the park will greatly improve the
hydrologic function of the property.

By: Ecos Envionmental Design, Inc. July 2007
Abandoned commercial/industrial facilities.

By: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc. ) July 2007
Looking North to the future BeltLine and power substation beyond.
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* Landforms: Elevation/Slope
Elevations range on this site from a low of 880" to a high of 1000’ above sea level. The land has been heavily
manipulated over time; at some point in time every portion of the nearly 22 acres has been considerably disturbed.
Along Englewood Avenue five different industrial/commercial facilities had been constructed, each of which has
impressed a significant footprint on the land, creating several plateaus within the site that could be utilized in such
a way as to limit earth moving or help to separate dissimilar uses within the new park.

LR X
SLOPE ANALYSIS LEGEND

4% BLOPE

S s
o o
B 1520 SLOPE -
Bl oo noee
. B s cALAToR SLOPC | —

BOULEVARD SE

ey

o o N
SLOPE ANALYSIS

ELEVATION ANALYSIS LEGE!
I L vTon b b
T ELEVATION 801000

ELEWATION S07-8107
ELEVETION 91033 ]
ELEVATION S 600y |
_— ELEVATION 1 -
s |
PN ELEWATION Sa-600 )
T ELEVATION ST
B ELERTION ST
| ELEVATION e bar
ELEVATIN ST OT

T
. 1 : _....._:...._*.—-1 ol

BOULEVARD SE.

LEGEND

B2 e Crommes pan pownsan

FIGURE F

BOULEVARD CROSSING PARK



This map looks at the land form in two ways; first
through a slope analysis which color codes the
steepness of the land. Colors range from yellow
for the flattest areas (0 to 5% grade) through
shades of orange and finishing with red for the
steepest slopes (25% grade or steeper).There
are certainly areas where the grade changes are
nearly vertical. The resulting map visually identifies
those areas of steep slopes that become difficult
and more expensive to manipulate. As a result
portions of the park begin to visually emerge

as prime opportunities for certain recreational
programming types.

The second map is an elevation analysis which
indications elevation change in feet above sea
level for the entire park property. Colors range
from green for the lower elevations upward
through shades of yellow, orange, red, and white as
elevations rise.This map shows that the site rises

in elevation predominantly from east (Boulevard
Road) to west with a fairly quick and significant
elevation change occurring about halfway across
the property. When compared to the slope analysis
map correlations can begin to be made between
the two sources of information, which allow the
design team to make better educated decisions
about recreational programming.

This degree of change gives the design team

a chance to integrate existing slopes into park
design concepts, using them to separate activities,
create transition zones and/or design onsite
stormwater management strategies. This can be an
advantage rather than a hindrance. The Landforms
map also notes the highest point, located on the
Western edge of the property and near the future
Cherokee Avenue extension, and two lowest
points, one along the Eastern edge near Boulevard
Road SE and one on the Northern edge, adjacent to
the future BeltLine corridor. All of the points exist
along the edge of the property and are significant
points to consider when designing for connectivity
and pedestrian access.

By: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc. July 2007

By: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc. July 2007

S

By: Ecos Environmental eign, Inc. July 2007

Utility lines and kudzu through the park land.
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* Site Considerations
The site considerations map highlights specific features from previous maps that will heavily impact park design.This

map assimilates all of the information from the individual analysis maps in an attempt to identify site constraints and

opportunities holistically.
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Major themes begin to appear and are represented
as such. For example, with connectivity and
accessibility to surrounding neighborhoods as two
important goals of the park, this map indicates
important areas of both BeltLine and street access
around the perimeter of the park property.These
areas are indicated by purple and green dotted
lines which reinforce the length of the edges of the
park with access, as well as the potential for access
at many points along those edges.

Also indicated in this map are topographical
challenges, including high points, low points and
steep slopes of 20% or greater (indicated by the
brown hatch). Two significant areas of potential
park development are indicated with large green
‘bubbles’; these areas are directly related to the
lay of the land as can be understood via review of
the Landforms Map.The 200’ existing power line
easement is shown in this map as a wide yellow
band that dissects the property.The color of the
band is intentional as it indicates caution because
the presence of the easement will potentially affect
programming and development opportunities
within the park.

By: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc. July 2007
Georgia Power transmission lines crossing
through the park land.

By: Ecos“Envil-'onmentaI-Dés'igh.,In.c, - July 2007
Intersection of Englewood and Boulevard
looking Southeast.
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By: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc. . July 2007

Englewood Avenue looking downhill East.

By: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc. July 2007

18
BOULEVARD CROSSING PARK




CONCEPT MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Conceptual Master Plan

Obtaining input from the public was an integral part of
conceptual master plan development. Three distinct
groups were identified and involved immediately in
the public process, including the Steering Committee,
Atlanta Parks Department and Atlanta Beltline,

Inc. The Steering Committee was comprised of the
ECOS design team, members of the City of Atlanta,
community representatives,and members of the
Atlanta Parks Department. Additionally, study group
meetings were continually held, serving as a public
forum for discussing community needs, obtaining
continual feedback throughout the design process,
and establishing and prioritizing goals. Study groups
were open to any community member or concerned
citizen.

On September 20,2007 goals and objectives for
Boulevard Crossing green space were established

by study group participants. These provided the
foundation for design development. The previously
establish values are “Green, Diverse, and Historic." The
goals and objectives are established to further the
values as development proceeds throughout Subarea
3.

The goals include:

e Reclaim/restore/create & expand community
environmental resources.

e Provide open, cultural, and civic spaces to promote
social interaction and a thriving community.

e Ensure the recreational needs of the City of Atlanta
are compatible with Boulevard Crossing community
needs.

e Identify, interpret and protect community historic
and cultural resources.

The Ecos design team began the conceptual design
process following a thorough review of data from

the inventory and analysis, the online community
guestionnaire results, steering committee input, and
Boulevard Crossing’s values and goals. From this,
three themed concepts were formed: the Restorative
Landscape, the Sportscape, and the Urban Confluence.
The production of multiple themed concepts allows for
the investigation of different combinations of facilities,
spatial relationships, intensities of development and
circulation options to elicit further discussion and idea
generation.

An in-house design charrette was held at Ecos
Environmental Design, Inc.on October 12,2007 to
further explore and develop these themes. During
the charrette, participants addressed circulation and
connectivity, active recreation, passive recreation, and
the arts, weaving each theme tightly with the needs
and goals of the community in an effort to provide a
variety of effective design solutions. Active recreation
refers to leisure activities that involve exercise or play,
while passive recreation encompasses less intensive
activities that are often compatible with natural
landscapes.

The three conceptual designs were further refined

by the Ecos led design team following the charrette.
Objectives and attributes were clearly defined
according to each theme and are listed below. The
designs all recognize the site’s location adjacent

to the future BeltLine transit and trail and connect
Englewood Avenue to the BeltLine via the PATH: Grant
Park-Chosewood connector.

Sportscape:

e The Sportscape design concept highlights primarily
active recreation. It consists of an extensive
collection of opportunities for both organized
team and individual sports. While highly-planned,
the park program is also comprised of spaces
for passive, unprogrammed recreation within
reclaimed, natural areas.

o Circulation

= Major roads exist on the perimeter of
the park. The Grant Park-Chosewood
connector trail runs down the middle of
the park from Englewood Avenue to the
BeltLine. Parallel parking is abundant
along Englewood Avenue and the future
Cherokee Avenue extension. Vehicular
traffic is permitted within the park;
the entrance road takes advantage of
existing topographic conditions and
runs parallel to the future Cherokee
Avenue extension. It becomes a one-way
loop road which provides additional
head-in parking interior to the park.
This park entrance road not only affords
better access to recreation areas, but
also allows for temporary closure during
special events providing unimpeded
pedestrian flow. A park-wide trail system

19
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connects pedestrians to all areas of the
park and consists of a range of footpaths
including paved walks, multiuse trails,
and fitness paths. Connections to the
surrounding community are available
and prominent on all sides of the

park, facilitating pedestrian access

into the park. The Englewood Avenue
streetscape, gateway, and plaza define
the primary pedestrian entrance to
the park and creates a prominent
continuous edge to the park.

o Active Recreation

= Using the data collected from

community questionnaires, the
Sportscape concept includes a wide
variety of desired sporting activities.
Active sports fields and activity zones are
organized by type throughout the site.
Court sports including two full-sized
basketball courts, four tennis courts and
two sand volleyball courts are grouped
and located adjacent to the Englewood
Avenue streetscape and park gateway.

A 20,500 sq.ft.outdoor skate park
mimicking an urban plaza with street
obstacles, stairs, planters, etc. extends
from the building. An art/climbing wall
offers additional activity while anchoring
the space. Within the one-way looped
park road there are activities for children
and parents, including a 5500 sq. ft.
children’s play space, a water play feature
and two bocce ball courts. Additionally,
two youth/U12 soccer fields are located
in the Northern portion of the park.
Unprogrammed activities are located
away from more formally programmed
areas, and include a one-half mile fitness
trail, complete with 10 fitness stations
and a 1.25 acre multi-use field.

o Passive Recreation

20

= Passive recreation is integrated into the

park system away from active recreation
areas for a more private, quiet,and
casual park experience. Spaces designed
to separate active and passive zones
become restored natural areas. A trail
system connects pedestrians to restored
woodlands and wetlands, and offers a
variety of walking experiences, including
hard and soft surface trails, boardwalks,

and overlooks. A community garden
consisting of 75 terraced plots follows
the natural contours of the site and

is equipped with a storage shed/park
office.The terraced community gardens
are located on the steep slopes of

the property, beneath the electric
transmission lines, therefore utilizing

a difficult area with an appropriate
activity. Overlapping with the restored
woodlands and located near the
stormwater pond,a 1.25 acre multi-use
field also provides passive opportunities
such as quiet space for lounging,
reading, picnicking and other activities.
The 0.6 acre, fenced-in, leash-free dog
park is located separate from active
spaces and near the restored woodland
for shade.

o The Arts
= The Englewood Avenue streetscape/

park gateway offers ample space for
rotating art installations, art festivals,
and permanent sculpture. Smaller
gateways exist on all sides of the park, as
well, serving as display space with high
visibility. Additionally, both the entrance
plaza and the water feature plaza are
important public spaces where visitors
may gather to admire community and/or
performance art. The art and climbing
walls in the skate park complex maybe
adorned with ever-changing graffiti

art. Both the viewing amphitheatre
located near the outdoor skate park

and the multiuse field may be used for
performance art, movies, or speaking
engagements.

o Other defining elements:
= The Sportscape design concept does not

explore the option of daylighting the
stream, but instead fills that section of
the park largely with restored woodlands
and a 36,500 sq.ft.regional stormwater
management pond. Picnic shelters

are located throughout the site for an
additional type of community gathering
space.

BOULEVARD CROSSING PARK
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Restorative Landscape:

e The Restorative Landscape design concept
emphasizes repairing the existing highly-disturbed
urban landscape to create a naturalized new-urban
park with picturesque views throughout. The
defining elements of this landscape are largely
ecological systems, passive recreation, public art,
individual health and interpretation of the restored
landscape.

o Circulation
= Major roads exist on the perimeter of
the Restorative Landscape; however
a secondary road allows vehicles to
enter the park. Unlike the Sportscape
and Urban Confluence concepts,
vehicular access to the park is given
from both Englewood Ave.and the
future Cherokee Avenue extension. The
road becomes a large sweeping one-
way loop with parallel parking on one
side. Additional parallel parking exists
along Cherokee Avenue and Englewood
Avenue. Connections to the surrounding
community are prominent on all sides
of park with pedestrian entrances
delineated by tree-lined gateways and
streetscapes. A terraced plaza located
off of Englewood Avenue marks the
primary pedestrian entryway to the park
whiling giving prominence to the park.
Pedestrian flow is additionally defined
by paved walks, and multiuse trails
offering varying levels of connection to
the restored landscape.
o Active Recreation
= Active sports fields and activity zones
are clustered together on the site. A
22,000-33,000 square foot skate plaza
which also serves as an area for court
games is located adjacent to two
tennis courts. A 15,000 sq.ft.boundless
playground incorporates nature into
its design providing opportunities for
discovery, exploration and active play. A
multi-use field equivalent to one adult
soccer field can be used for a variety of
unprogrammed sporting or gathering
activities.
o Passive Recreation
= The Restorative Landscape provides
a variety of public gathering spaces
that differ in size and degree of privacy.
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Broad swaths of restored natural areas
are woven throughout the landscape,
making the space a natural oasis in an
urban setting. An extensive trail system,
including soft and hard surface trails,
boardwalks, and overlooks, connects
pedestrians to activities throughout the
park and encourages interactions with
nature. A 75-plot community garden is
located on the Boulevard/Englewood
corner of the park for ease of access
and serves as a catalyst for community
interaction. The garden offers
opportunities not only for recreation and
exercise, but also for education and art.
A large breed, 1-acre dog park is located
separately from a small breed 2-acre
dog park; both are fenced-in and off-
leash. The large multi-use field placed
near two main vehicular entrances

into Boulevard Crossing Park, provides
additional space for passive activity.

o The Arts
= The Restorative Landscape incorporates

space for outdoor art installations of
varying scales. Park gateways located
on all sides of the property mark

major pedestrian entrances offering
highly visible presentation space.
Educational art displays are used to
interpret restored natural areas along
the wetland boardwalk and within the
restored woodland. A terraced plaza
sits adjacent to an open air pavilion/
market for outdoor art festivals, art
presentations, or farmer’s markets. The
pavilion potentially re-uses an existing
building or recreates a similar footprint
and supplies additional space for a park
operations office. A earthen sculpture

is incorporated into the park as playful
art element that doubles as a temporary
seating area for performances. It is
situated in the landscape in such a

way as to take advantage of existing
contours. Seating capacity could be
upwards of 1500 people, it is functional
for small plays, concerts and other local
performance art, as well as movie nights
and speaking engagements. A sculpture
garden with large scale sculpted

earth art is located near the within

the lower elevation portions of the

BOULEVARD CROSSING PARK
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park and near the Englewood Avenue
gateway providing visual interest, play
space and large sculpture installation
opportunities.

o Other defining elements:

= Because the emphasis of the Restorative

Landscape is to bring back the natural
landscape, the design includes a
daylighted stream that is approximately
700'in length.The stream is currently
piped through the eastern edge of the
property to a combined sewer overflow
(CSO) facility just east of Boulevard, at
which point the stream is day-lit into a
concrete channel. The design concept
includes a re-established stream

buffer and riparian habitat, as well as a
constructed wetland. Two stormwater
ponds are placed at low points on the
property to manage stormwater on-site,
collecting it for irrigation.

Urban Confluence:

e The Urban Confluence merges nature, recreation,
and urban elements together through restoring
the natural systems and reinterpreting them for
the urban environment. This design concept
acknowledges its urban location and infuses nature
with both active and passive recreation, public art,
and public event space to offer a diverse range of
experiences within the nearly 22 acre park space.

o Circulation

24

= Vehicular traffic is largely kept to the

perimeter of the park. Parallel parking is
included along Englewood Ave.and the
future Cherokee Avenue extension. A
one-way loop road with parallel parking
is proposed within the East side of the
park, with vehicles entering from the
future Cherokee Avenue extension and
to be used either by daily visitors or

for event parking and service access.
The park-wide trail system includes a
hierarchy of footpaths such as paved
walks and multi-use trails to provide
pedestrian access throughout the park;
trails connect pedestrians to natural
areas such as the re-established stream
and riparian habitat, restored woodlands
and a large lake. Connections to the
surrounding community are prominent
on all sides of the park. The Grant

Park-Chosewood connector trail runs
through the middle of the park from
Englewood Avenue to and under the
future BeltLine Transit and Trail. Tree-
lined streetscapes and park gateways
delineate park entrances. A terraced
plaza is the primary entryway into the
Urban Confluence, bringing visitors from
the Englewood Avenue gateway into the
park.

o Active Recreation
= Avariety of sports fields and activity

zones are incorporated to give visitors
the recreation alternatives requested by
the community and currently lacking in
the neighborhood. On the southeastern
side of the park, two full-sized adult
basketball courts are provided along
with a 20,000 square foot outdoor skate
park. The skate park is proposed as a
combination of traditional concrete
bowls and ramps set within a larger area
made to mimic the urban challenges
that skate enthusiasts love, such as stairs,
walls, ledges, plazas, etc. The acreage
within the one-way loop road in the
park is also used for active recreation,
including two sand volleyball courts
and two bocce courts. The Great Lawn
on the northern end of the park serves
as a multi-use field for a variety of non-
programmed ‘pick-up’ sports such as
Frisbee, soccer, or flag football. A one-
half mile Life Fitness trail winds through
the riparian habitat and around the lake
and includes 12 fitness stations with a
variety of equipment. A 14,000 sq. ft.
boundless playground is equipped with
a range of play opportunities, including
a’'nature space’ comprised of sculpted
earthen mounds and wholly natural
materials, providing a counterpoint

to the manufactured boundless
playground made of brightly colored
materials. A 4000 sq.ft.“sprayground”
or water play area sits adjacent to the
playground.This popular alternative to
a traditional pool requires much less
water use, has much lower operating
costs, and can be a valuable source of
revenue.

BOULEVARD CROSSING PARK
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o Passive Recreation

= The extensive park-wide trail system
meandering throughout the site
includes soft and hard surface trails,
boardwalks, and overlooks. Broad
swaths of natural areas within the trails
create private, passive experiences. The
Great Lawn, not only provides for active
recreation activities, but also allows for

allowing for an additional portion of the
stream to be included in the design. This
portion of land is currently allocated for
commercial development. In exchange
this portion of land, the park would

give up the northwestern corner of the
park, which will potentially serve as a
more functional space for commercial
development.

more passive use including picnicking,
reading, and simply enjoying the sun.
The terraced community gardens follow
existing site contours and are comprised
of 75 plots, nestled under the power
lines on the steep slopes between the
two major usable areas of park land,
therefore making use of space that
might not otherwise be practical. Public
spaces that vary in size and type are
made available throughout the site,
including a sculpted earth component
that can be utilized as a performance
stage and gathering space, small plazas
and pavilions. A 1.2 acre dog park
is located on the low, Northwestern
portion of the property and is easily
accessible from the interior park trails.
The dog park contains fenced-in, off-
leash sections for both large and small
breeds.
o The Arts

= Opportunities for outdoor art
installations are considerable
throughout this concept, including
along park gateways and within
plazas. Reclaimed, restored portions
of the park, such as the woodlands,
stream, lake and constructed wetland
present opportunities for interpretive,
educational art, as well as large
sculpture installations. The open-air
pavilion/market includes space for art
festivals or displays. A small sculptural
amphitheatre built into the existing
contours seats up to 1500 people and
provides space for performance art,
movies and speaking engagements.

o Other defining elements:

= The Urban Confluence suggests the
possibility of a land swap that will
improve stream daylighting options,

26
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PREFERRED CONCEPT:

The three design concepts were presented to the
Boulevard Crossing Subarea Steering Committee on
October 23,2007. The goal of this meeting was to
choose one concept with which to move forward into
the master planning phase. Overall, the group voiced
concerns about the overlap with existing activities in
nearby neighborhoods, maintenance for dog parks,
and general park maintenance. It was suggested

that the provision of uses in Boulevard Crossing Park
relate directly to adjacent community need, not future
reallocation of facilities from other parks to this one.
The committee proposed that the developer to the
east of the site should be restricted from putting
services or the “back” of their future development to
the park. Comments on the Sportscape indicated that
the design did not provide enough variety, duplicating
some existing activities in adjacent neighborhoods
and did not include daylighting the stream. The
Restorative Landscape lacked desired active recreation
zones and contained two separate dog parks, as
opposed to the preferred one larger dog park.

After careful review and consideration, the

Steering Committee favored the Urban Confluence

programming concept, noting specifically the great

lawn, the lake and stream, gardens and amphitheatre
as exciting amenities that will positively contribute
to the neighborhood. The dog park was viewed

as a positive amenity due to its contained, single

centralized location within the site. Suggestions for

changes of specific areas in the design included:

o Lake: Increase the size of the lake and place
pavilions around the lake.

o Daylighted stream: Bring the stream further into
the park.

e One-way loop road and parking: Delineate
pedestrian crossing areas and traffic calming
devices used in these areas.

e Terraced community gardens: Terraced agriculture
is a positive amenity; however, community
operation costs, the proximity of the dog park,
as well as possibilities for expansion should be
considered.

e Amphitheater: The amphitheatre can be used
by adjacent communities and/or the Bureau of
Cultural Affairs to sponsor art programs or other
events. Consider sun angles with respect to
performances. Provide parking adequate for large
gatherings and highlight alternative transportation
options.

e Skate park: Provide a sheltered skate park in
addition to the outdoor skate park. The location,

close to the street, is preferred.

e Boundless playground/sprayground: Separate
the play areas for small children away from active
areas for young adults/high school students (i.e.
the skate park and basketball courts away from the
boundless playground/sprayground.)

e General: Add an arboretum or formal garden.
Locate more pavilions throughout the site.
Highlight potential educational opportunities and
potential programmatic elements for area schools.

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, RECREATION, AND

CULTURAL AFFAIRS (DPRCA) FEEDBACK:

The concepts were further discussed with the Atlanta

Parks Department on December 11,2007. The meeting

generated a list of questions and concerns for the

ECOS design team to address during further design

development. Those included:

e Regional retention — The Parks Department
indicated that if the Department of Watershed
Management specified need of land for regional
stormwater requirements then the Park Master
Plan would need to respond appropriately.Per a
December 18,2008 note from Joe Basista, Deputy
Commissioner of the City of Atlanta Department of
Watershed Management,“the hydraulic modeling
results received ... indicate that the existing
combined sewer running through the proposed
park is not capacity limited under the conditions
of our wastewater consent decree, thus do not
anticipate a capacity relief project. As such, DWM
will not be able to apply any water / sewer funding
to a storm water pond at the park location.The
modeling results indicate that there may be some
storm water management benefit to a pond, but
again, not eligible for water / sewer funding.”

e Amphitheatre - How will this be used? The intent
of the space and the fact that it’s a city wide
park must be clear.The City could not limit such
a facility only to local use. Parks Commissioner
Diane Harnell Cohen was very concerned with the
specific challenges around programming of an
amphitheater due to past experiences.

e Dog Park - This area must be a minimum of two (2)
acres. No unofficial dog park will allowed. Will there
be a transit policy for animals on the BeltLine?

e Skate Park - Draft 2007 Strategy for Skate Parks
provision suggested a hierarchy of skate parks
within the City. Direction on the size of the skate
park for Boulevard Crossing needs to be obtained
from the city.

e Sand Volleyball - Maintenance seemed to be a
concern from the Parks Department, but more
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than maintenance, was actual need.The Parks
Department felt that the demand for such a
programming activity did not actually exist and the
space could be better utilized in the master plan.

e Active Recreation — Provide clear separation
between the skate park, basketball courts, and
children’s play areas in order to keep different age
groups and levels of activity properly clear of one
another.

o Multi-use fields — Clearly define what this means
and who would use it. Provide an alternative plan if
programmed elements do not happen.

Develop cost estimates.
If the adjacent property owner donates land, does
this count against their allowable density?

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK:

In order to obtain community feedback, park concepts
presented as part of a larger Draft Study Area Master
Plan to Study Group participants on January 10, 2008.
Community comments for each design include:

Restorative Landscape:

e The park activities and attributes should foster
diversity.

e Are two dog parks necessary? A dog park is a good
idea but must be well-maintained given the current
challenges and neglect within our parks in the area.
Locate the dog park away from the entrance and
more isolated.

e The skate park is a must! Use the incline for events
and movie screening.

e The road should be within park boundaries for legal
and topo reasons.

o How would these proposed city parks be
maintained, given the current challenges and
neglect within our parks in the area?

e Why doesn’t Schuyler street connect thru to the
park?

e All park plans need parking if it will be active
destination.

e The most intensive uses (skate park, basketball, etc)
should be located away from residential uses at the
southwest corner and placed at North end/rear RR
R/W. The railroad would be a natural buffer.

e Move the Cherokee Ave. extension to the East off at

28

Englewood. The topo does not allow what is shown.

Where's the parking for the 1500 person
amphitheatre? Remember the neighborhood
layout of Chastain?

Urban Confluence:

Facade to hide power station with 1880's style,
nature center and ice cream shop.

Remove embankment, slope rail down to street
level through Grant Circle to Grant Street. Eliminate
2 bridge/ tunnel.

Reduce the number of courts, but keep all types
including basketball.

Provide only one dog park.

No basketball courts, they already exist in Grant
Park.

Opening stream takes too much space.

Volleyball courts with sand exist on GA avenue in
Phoenix park and they are never used.

Skate park and corridors can be incorporated with
intro“art”

Art or slopes and angles can be utilized by skate
boarding and in-line skating in corridors along
corridors or paths. There are many examples in
Barcelona and Germany.

| like the urban confluence plan the best. The plan
brings people together for a variety of activities.

Sportscape:

The value of this park will be in active sports
(create a destination or skating, mountain biking
and dog runs).

This design includes a good mix of activities but
keeps more intense activities (i.e. skate park) away
from residential areas.

Bury the power lines over park if possible.

Parking around the kids playground is not safe!
Cars park- kids go play and adults stay in car to do
adult or illegal things! This occurred previously in
Grant Park.

BOULEVARD CROSSING PARK



Following the three thorough reviews by the
community and committee members of the three
design concepts, the ECOS Design Team began
working to refine the chosen concept, Urban
Confluence, for the final master plan phase. This phase
used the data collected during the reviews, continually
referring back to the park goals and objectives and
Boulevard Crossings overall values in order to develop
the preferred master plan for Boulevard Crossing Park.
Refer to Appendix E for previous drafts of the final
master plan.

3
By: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc. January 2007

By: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc. January 2007
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FINAL MASTER PLAN

FINAL MASTER PLAN:

The final master plan addresses recreational
programming needs expressed by community
members, Study Group participants, Steering
Committee members and the Atlanta Department
of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs (DPRCA). It
incorporates amenities as appropriate to meet the
goals and objectives for green space in Boulevard
Crossing Park as well as the intentions of the
Urban Confluence design concept. Feedback was
consistently acquired, processed, and incorporated
throughout the master planning process, resulting in
the final Urban Confluence master plan.

The Urban Confluence master plan seeks to restore the
existing highly disturbed landscape through infusing
it with active and passive recreation, art, and nature.
Itis a balance of urban elements and natural systems
emphasizing public health, community-building and
environmental interpretation. As with all phases of
the design process, the final master plan addresses
circulation, active recreation, passive recreation, the
arts,and the environment.

e (Circulation:

o Vehicular trafficis kept to the perimeter of the
park in order to promote pedestrian circulation
within the park as well as to maximize park
land for recreational programming, rather than
single use parking. With the implementation
of proposed infrastructure in the surrounding
community, the BeltLine and an emphasis on
pedestrian connectivity, the park will have
the density to support adequate pedestrian
traffic, alleviating the need for parking
within the park. Integrating parking within
the park may necessitate a revised master
plan. Nevertheless, parking should never
displace anchoring or feature elements such
as the Great Lawn, Earthen Spirals, plazas,
playgrounds, skatepark, and wetland areas
which are integral to the success of the
Boulevard Crossing Park Master Plan. The
Cherokee Avenue Extension extends along
the Western edge of the property, connecting
Englewood Avenue to Grant Park north of
the BeltLine and Georgia Power substation,
through a proposed vehicular and pedestrian
tunnel. Parallel parking is proposed along
both sides of the Cherokee Avenue Extension,

30

as well as along Englewood Avenue.

o Avariety of footpaths, including paved walks,
multi-use trails,and boardwalks, provide
connections to restored natural areas and
activity zones throughout the park and
enhance the visitor experience. The paths
within the earthen spirals lead pedestrians
to a high point in the park for beautiful views
of the park, surrounding neighborhoods,
and city skyline in the distance. Gateways
on Englewood, Boulevard, and Schuyler
streets establish dramatic entryways to the
park and create prominent connections
to the community on all sides. The plan
acknowledges and makes use of existing
land forms, using the topography to separate
activity zones, create entryways, and create
views.

e Active Recreation:

o The plan reflects a range of sports activities
currently lacking in the city park system,
with programmed activity zones organized
into like groups. The skate park and two
basketball courts are located in the same
plaza space, which are separated from the
boundless playground and sprayground both
horizontally and vertically in order to ensure
that skate park and basketball activities do
not disrupt playground patrons. A skate
park about 20,000 sq.ft.in size incorporates
the traditional bowls and ramps with “urban
plaza” elements such as stairs, benches, railings
and ledges that are legal to ride.The skate
park is somewhat sunken into the earth and
the perimeter of the park becomes a nearly
360 degree viewing terrace of the internal
activities.The surrounding public plaza clearly
defines the limits of the skate park activities.
The boundless playground and sprayground
contain features that promote cognitive,
physical, social and behavioral development
in a natural setting for ages 2-10, integrating
earth art, water,and movable parts to impart a
sense of place.The playground is intentionally
large and multifaceted. It is important that
the natural elements are integrated with
proven constructed elements to provide a
balance of play opportunities for children of
all ages and abilities. The Great Lawn acts as
an unprogrammed multi-use field for both

BOULEVARD CROSSING PARK
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individual and team activities. The lawn is over
an acre in size allowing room for numerous
activities or large gatherings of passive park
goers.The perimeter trail around the Great
Lawn is wide enough that a significant number
of park visitors can comfortably share the

loop for walking jogging, rollerblading, or the
like, and it can be utilized as festival space for
booths or similar setups. The rest of the park
trail system winds its way through the 21 acres,
varying in slope and surface and giving visitors
a range of walking and running choices. Life-
fitness stations are located along the trails and
along the restored woodlands and meadow
for a more private and quiet active experience.
The trail and pedestrian circulation system
throughout the park is meant to be clearly
delineated.

e Passive Recreation:

O

The park design offers a variety of public
spaces differing in size and degree of

privacy and interlaced with broad sweeps

of restored natural areas. Picnic shelters are
located on the site for public gatherings.
Overlooks and boardwalks placed along

the extensive trail system provide spaces

for quiet, passive activity such as reading,
talking or reflection. A range of soft and hard
surface trails meandering through the site
gives visitors a choice of walking experience.
The Great Lawn and City View Terrace are
unprogrammed space which can be used for
group or individual passive activity. Benches
and game tables are located along the Central
Promenade. A 2-acre, fenced-in, off-leash dog
park is divided into two separate areas for
large breed and small breed dogs and contains
restored woodlands and picnic shelters. A
community garden consists of 30, 10x10 plots,
a work shelter,and orchard. Itis located near
the Englewood Promenade for ease of access
and includes space for additional plots to be
added in the future.

e The Arts:

O
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There are abundant opportunities for outdoor
art installations, the incorporation of artistic
design in park elements, and performance

art featured within the design. Gateways,
promenades, plazas and park nodes are
prominent locations where art can be
showcased and art festivals, farmers markets,
and small workshops can occur. Educational
art can be integrated into restored habitat

areas such as the constructed wetland

and woodlands. The earthen spirals and
grand staircase leading down to the Great
Lawn create an amphitheatre-like setting

for performance art, movies, or speaking
engagements. The earthen spirals as well as
the earthen modules within the boundless
playground additionally serve as functional
land art. An 18-foot paved path surrounds
the Great Lawn for potential festival booth
space to accommodate Class C and D festivals
consisting of 251 to 49,999 people. Plaza
spaces connecting the Great Lawn and skate
park and surrounding the skate park act as
secondary festival or event space or can host
smaller public gatherings.

e The Environment:

O

Restored natural landscapes are interpreted
and stylized for the urban environment
throughout the park design using a decision-
making hierarchy of preservation, conservation,
and regeneration. As an important connection
point along the proposed Atlanta BeltLine,
Boulevard Crossing Park plantings align with
the goals of the Atlanta BeltLine Arboretum
conceptual plan to create a 22-mile long
continuous “tree museum.” Plant collections
within the park appropriately reflect the
designated “Natural Neighborhood” theme
established by Atlanta BeltLine Inc,and

Trees Atlanta. The Boulevard Crossing

Park landscape is predominantly native,
making it largely drought tolerant and low-
maintenance while creating habitat for urban
wildlife throughout. Existing woodlands are
revitalized and re-established along the Eastern
edge. The onsite stormwater management
system includes one centrally located half-acre
pond surrounded by a 34 acre constructed
wetland, with an additional one-quarter acre
stormwater pond at the lowest point on site.
Water is collected not only from the park site,
but also from adjacent sites and is used for
flood control and reuse in on-site irrigation.
The Meadow running along the constructed
wetland, central pond, and restored woodland
is water-wise and low-maintenance.
Sustainable materials are used within the site
including locally produced compost, locally
grown plant material, and recycled mulch.
Waste production is properly managed from
recycling receptacles throughout the park

to construction waste recycling. Trails and

BOULEVARD CROSSING PARK



boardwalks make natural, restored areas of the
park highly accessible to visitors and facilitate
interaction with nature and environmental
education. Through creating this connection
with the natural landscape, the park positively
impacts community and human health.

e Possible Additional Amenities:

o A public restroom may be added contingent
not only on available resources for ongoing
custodial maintenance, but also on adequate
pedestrian traffic flow for increased safety
and to justify the expense. The facility will be
located in a highly visible, easily accessible
area of the park. Automatic lighting, sinks and
toilets may be used to decrease maintenance
requirements.
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FIGURE L
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DRAFT MASTER PLAN REVIEW:

The Steering Committee met on January 17,2008 to
review the draft Master Plan. Members were pleased
with the overall park design. Much of the meeting
included a discussion on the next phase of design and
implementation. Comments and concerns included:

e Consider irrigation: Reuse stormwater for gardens
and grounds.

e Amenities are needed for the dog park, i.e. water
fountain.

e Community gardens: Look into possible
partnerships —i.e. Georgia Organics, Urban
Gardener

e Lighting plans: Consider phasing. Lighting is
important for safety.

Consider call boxes to increase security.

e Isit possible to consider extending the water body
in the dog park for dog swimming?

e Consider connectivity to the park from the western
property line.

e Consider harnessing water from surrounding
developments and provide underground storage
vaults to hold water.

e Avoid liners in the pond construction.

Is it possible to bury power lines in any part of the
park?

e Park Service shed should also serve as a tool shed
for the community garden.

e Include a compost area for the community garden.

e Recycle construction waste (mulch.)

Use sustainable materials on site (permeable
pavement, concrete with high fly ash.)

o Allow artists to be involved during the design and
construction phase.

Necessary revisions were made to the design by the
Ecos design team based on these comments and
concerns. Changes included an additional Grand
Staircase connecting the park to the future mixed-
use development on the Western side of the park. In
addition, a small gateway was placed at the Schuyler
Street/South Park Avenue entrance to heighten
community connectivity on this edge.

The Boulevard Crossing Park Final Master Plan was
presented to the Study Group on February 21, 2008.
Participants were given the opportunity to prioritize
areas of the park that they would like to see developed
first. With a total of 81 respondents, 30% chose

the Great Lawn, 16% the Stormwater Management

ponds, 15% the skate park and 11% the dog parks.
Less than 10% preferred each of the following:
Boulevard Promenade, community gardens, multi-
use trails, basketball courts, earthen spirals, central
promenade/staircase, playground/sprayground, and
the constructed wetland. The purpose of this exercise
was to assist in phasing the future implementation of
the park, assuring not only a cohesive development
plan, but also a park that is immediately accessible to
the community. The meeting revealed a passionate
community enthusiastic about the addition of
Boulevard Crossing Park.

By: Ecos Environmental Design, Inc. February 2007
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PUBLIC PROCESS

Three distinct groups were involved in the public
process: the Steering Committee, Study Group,
Atlanta Parks Department, and Atlanta Beltline, Inc.
The Steering Committee was comprised of the Ecos
Environmental Design team, members of the City of
Atlanta Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural
Affairs,and community representatives. Study
Groups were open to any community member or
concerned citizen and served as a forum for discussing
community needs, obtaining continual feedback on
the design process, and establishing and prioritizing
goals.

SURVEY RESULTS:

Following the kick-off meeting on July 11,2007, a
master plan survey was created to begin obtaining
public input. Itincluded a series of questions to help
guide the design process. The survey was posted
online on October 10,2007 and was open to the
public, but focused on the Chosewood community.
For a complete list of survey responses see attached.
Significant findings include:

Preferences: Facilities

Adults: 1.Life Fitness Trail
2 Open Multi-use Field
3. Mountain Bike Trail

Teens: 1. Open Multi-use Field
2. Skate Park
3. Soccer Field

Children: 1. Playground
2. Open Multi-use Field
3. Sprayground

Other Facilities Preferences: Dog Park, Walking Path/
Trail System, Washrooms, Performance Space, Trees,
Water, Inline Skating Rink, Natural Areas, Lighting/
Safety/Security, Accessibility,and Parking.

Question responses: % Desirable

+ Desire to capture stormwater from the park and
adjacent areas: 66.1%
Naturalization/reforestation zone within the park:
76.4
Daylighting of streams currently piped under the
park land: 78.5%
Large open space for random play: 78.7%
Onsite presence of City Parks staff in a maintenance
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facility: 62.7%

Importance of connecting park paths with adjacent

developments: 78.4%

Importance of shared parking with adjacent
developments: 47.3%

Importance of adjacent commercial businesses:
37.1%

Demographics:

Family Types: Singles/Couples — With and w/out
children & empty nesters

Age Groups: Under 18 to greater than 60 years old
Male/Female: 46.4%/53.8%

Proximity to Park: 66% of respondents live within 1
mile of park land

MEETINGS AND PRESENTATIONS:

Meetings and presentations were consistently held
throughout the design process to give updates and
acquire feedback. The following is a timeline and
summary of all forums held:

August 16, 2007: Steering Committee Meeting
Existing Conditions Presentation/Discussion

September 20,2007: Study Group
Goals and Objectives Presentation/Discussion

October 23,2007: Steering Committee Meeting

Programming Concept Review

December 11,2007: Atlanta Parks Department
Conceptual Plan Review

January 10, 2008: Atlanta Parks Department
Master Plan Development Update

January 10,2008: Study Group
Draft Study Area Master Plan Presentation/
Discussion (Park Concepts)

January 17,2008: Steering Committee
Draft Master Plan Presentation/Discussion

February 21,2008: Study Group

Final Master Plan Presentation/Implementation

Preferences

April 21,2008: Beltline Quarterly Briefing
Overview of Final Master Plan draft

BOULEVARD CROSSING PARK



LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT

Landscape Management Plan:

To ensure the success of the Boulevard Crossing
landscape, a comprehensive, adaptive management
plan should be developed addressing the following
areas/elements: mowed lawn, ornamental and street
trees, manicured plantings, woodlands, the meadow,
the constructed wetland, stormwater ponds, the skate
park, outdoor festival space, facilities, the dog park,
community gardens, art, the boundless playground
and educational elements. Adaptive landscape
management plans provide effective strategies for
responding to changing conditions. It should not only
address the aesthetic aspects of the areas/elements
listed above, but also their function within the larger
landscape. The landscape management plan should
be developed in response to, and integrated with, the
resource management plans. Further, appropriate,
potential partnerships necessary for the success of the
individual areas/elements should be identified.

Mowed Lawn:

To help reduce overall maintenance necessary for
turf areas, appropriate, adaptive species should

be considered. Proper species selection can affect
drought tolerance, resistance to pests, dependence on
fertilizers, frequency of mowing, and wear resistance.
Total mowed acreage for Boulevard Crossing

Park is 1.65 acres. In addition to fertilization and
mowing, aeration and irrigation schedules should be
implemented. Soil remediation procedures should
be explored, such as soil additives or amendments to
reduce compaction, increase water retention and/or
increase rooting depths.

High Maintenance Zone

Arboriculture:

The arboriculture plan includes street trees,
ornamental trees and existing and restored woodlands.
General maintenance activities should include pruning,
trimming, fertilizing, watering and cabling, as necessary.
Consistent monitoring for disease and damage should
be conducted. Invasive plant removal is critical to

the restoration and establishment of the woodlands.
Engineered soils mixtures should be used for trees
planted in paved or high traffic areas. A detailed
resource management plan is recommended for these
areas.

Low to Medium Maintenance Zone

Park Plantings:

Plantings throughout the park are intended to be
largely native, minimizing water-use and maintenance
and providing habitat for urban wildlife. A significant
portion of the park is designed to be natural,
necessitating less pruning than more formal gateways
and programmed sections. These distinct, manicured
areas of the park should be clearly identified with
proper maintenance requirements and water
requirements specified according to plant species
and proposed aesthetic. The manicured landscape
covers almost 3.5 acres of the site. In order for native
plants to thrive, invasive plant removal must occur.
Large amounts of kudzu, privet and ivy were noted
during the site visits. Procedures for removal should
be outlined in a resource management plan, including
long term preventive measures.

Medium Maintenance Zone

Woodland restoration:

Woodland areas within the design, totaling over three
acres, are both restored and newly developed. Invasive
plant removal is critical to the success of these areas.
Within the restored areas, damaged or diseased trees
should be specified for removal. A tree protection
plan for existing, healthy trees should be in place for
the construction period. Periodic prescribed burning
can be used to help long-term control invasive

plant species. In order to increase plant diversity,
supplementary plantings of native trees, shrubs,and
herbaceous plants should be installed.

Low Maintenance Zone

Meadow:

The meadow contributes to over 2 acres of the site
plan. The proposed meadow, provides a native,
drought tolerant, low-maintenance habitat. Mowing
schedules should include cutbacks, appropriate to
the plant palette two to three times per year in order
to control invasive species and assist in regeneration.
Prescribed burns can be used as appropriate to aid in
controlling invasive species and promoting growth
of native species. In order for the meadow to remain
in its successional stage, all woody plants should be
removed if mowing or burning does not adequately
prevent them. Additional measures that can be taken
to preserve the health of the meadow include:trash
and plant debris removal and supplemental weed
control.

Medium Maintenance Zone
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Constructed Wetland:

A constructed wetland sized at over 3% acre is included
in the park’s stormwater management system.
Constructed wetlands not only create habitat for urban
wildlife and are aesthetically pleasing, but, if properly
managed, are also effective for pollutant removal from
stormwater. Appropriate plant material is crucial to the
proper functioning of the wetland and should cover up
to fifty percent of its surface area in order to maintain
pollutant uptake. The wetland should maintain a
continuous base flow in order to sustain plant material
and a range of aquatic predators to inhibit mosquitoes
and other vectors. Maintenance schedules should
include cleaning debris within and around the water
and vegetation harvesting depending on growth rates
of plant material. Erosion control measures should

be taken around the banks of the wetland to avoid
sedimentation. Sediment build-up within the wetland
should be monitored and removed if it exceeds 10-
20% of the main pool area. Invasive plant species need
to be removed and prevented within the wetland.
Medium Maintenance Zone

Stormwater Ponds:

Two wet ponds totaling over 34 of an acre are located
within the park design to assist with onsite stormwater
management and flood control. Stormwater ponds
hold runoff for extensive periods, improving water
quality through allowing pollutants to settle out.
Maintenance plans for stormwater ponds should
include frequent inspections where issues with

inlets and outlets, eroded areas, debris build-up,
sediment accumulation, and invasive vegetation

can be quickly identified and repaired. In addition

to aeration, introducing aquatic life, assuming water
levels are significant and consistent, can reduce the
potential for mosquitoes. Draining and dredging
may be considered no more than approximately once
every ten years if nutrient levels in the water become
too high and/or water levels too low. Vegetation
appropriate for wetland areas should be used to
increase the aesthetic value of the ponds, direct
pedestrians to designed, designated access points to
the waters edge, and discourage access in other areas
to minimize edge damage.

High Maintenance Zone

Skatepark management:

Park design should include durable, permanent
structures and surfaces to reduce maintenance needs
and follow appropriate safety standards. Injury at skate
parks is a significant concern, however statistically,
most skateboarding injuries occur while skating in
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unsafe often illegal environments. That said, call boxes
or emergency alert systems can be included within
the skatepark. The location of the Boulevard Crossing
skate park creates an optimal line of site for local law
enforcement, as well. Management strategies for
skateparks vary. All strategies necessitate creating a
strong set of safety policies and procedures. Several
approaches have proven successful in skateparks
around the country including:

e Pay to skate: Establishing a pay to skate
program requires hiring onsite management
personnel to collect fees and supervise the
skate park, setting up hours of operation, and
establishing skatepark policy enforcement
strategies. A hierarchy of fees can be set, with
lower fees for area residents.

e Membership fees: Length of membership is
often set either monthly or quarterly. This
management strategy does not necessarily
require onsite management personnel;
however a management group must be
identified not only to collect fees and
manage memberships, but also to determine
improvement needs for which to allocate fees.

e Timed lighting: Timed lighting systems
allow skaters to use the park after dark for a
designated length of time and discourage
skaters from using the park after hours. This
management approach provides free space
to skate and is enforced solely by local law
enforcement, parents, peers, etc.

e Park closing hours: This passive management
approach relies on the enforcement of
Boulevard Crossing Park closing hours to
manage skaters. Signs are posted within the
park to communicate closing hours.

Operational needs are significantly increased using
pay to skate and membership fee management
strategies. Additional infrastructure may also be
required including fencing, booths, and bathrooms.
The neighborhood scale of Boulevard Crossing Park
may not warrant fee-based approaches to skate park
management.

Establishing partnerships with skate clubs or
community groups is vital to the success of any skate
park. Creating a sense of ownership with users has
been proven more effective for deterring vandalism
and violence. That said, daily inspections should be
made to any skate park to remove broken glass or
other harmful debris and monitor and remove graffiti.
User groups and partner groups can not only assist
with management, but also organize programmed
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activities within the park such as movie nights, demos,
lessons, fundraisers, and contests.
High Maintenance Zone.

Outdoor Festival management:

Refer to the Class C and D outdoor festival
requirements listed in the proposed City of Atlanta’s
Policy for Outdoor Events in Parks in Response to Level
4 Drought Restrictions, issued January 9,2008. Class

C and D outdoor festivals include events where the
anticipated attendance is between 251-49,000 people.
Remediation and restoration periods vary from one

to four weeks depending on the size of the gathering
and can include aeration, watering, reseeding and
fertilizing. Limiting large events within the park and
keeping intensive activities on park hardscapes such
as gateways, plazas, promenades and the 18’ concrete
walk surrounding the Great Lawn will assist in reducing
landscape damage.

High Maintenance Zone

Facilities:

Maintenance plans for park shelters can include a
budget, schedules and procedures for cleaning and
repairs. The plans should include a regular trash pick-
up schedules, procedures for graffiti removal, repairs
related to safety for users, etc.

Low Maintenance Zone

Dog Park:

Successful dog park development and management
depends on strong partnerships with community
members, local organizations, dog park clubs and/

or neighborhood associations. Partner groups can
monitor the park, ensuring that rules are followed and
the space is properly maintained. It is also important
that all dog park users be responsible for assisting
with maintenance, monitoring, and managing the
park. Involving users and community members in the
development and management process can create

a sense of ownership which strengthens the value
and effectiveness of the park. Maintenance issues to
address in a detailed dog park management program
include sanitation, noise, safety, repair, vegetation and
turf care, and substrate repair. A clear set of policies
and procedures should be established and posted in
the park. Amenities can be added that not only create
a more pleasant dog park experience, but also give
users what they need to assist with maintaining the
park, such as water line accessibility for drinking and
maintenance, disposal bags, benches and trash cans.
Recommended dog park substrates include turf, wood
chips or a combination. Wood chips should be sized

according to playground specifications. For more
information on creating off-leash dog parks, refer to
the City of Atlanta Department of Parks, Recreation,
and Cultural Affairs document, Creating Off Leash Dog
Parks: A Step-By-Step Guide. Volunteer Maintenance
Zone

Community Garden:

As with dog parks, community gardens require
partnerships in order to be managed and maintained
effectively. An urban garden community group
should be established to serve as an umbrella

garden management organization. Management
responsibilities may include marketing, setting up

an application process and fee system per plot,
fundraising, general upkeep, acquiring materials
such as compost, seeds, and stakes, determining
growth, and organizing events. Application and/or
plot fees for individual plots should cover irrigation,
electrical, materials and any security costs. Additional
relationships can be set up with area schools, churches,
retirement homes or other neighborhood groups to
“adopt” plots. The garden should strive to involve
community members of all ages to create an overall
sense of ownership and help prevent vandalism. A
strong set of guidelines and rules need to be written
and posted throughout the garden. Guidelines may
be included for waste management, use of tools and
facilities, irrigation, and materials use. Education
programs can be organized onsite in conjunction
with the county extension agency, GA Organics,

local professionals, community members and other
community garden groups.

Volunteer Management Zone

Boundless Playground/Sprayground:

Both playground and sprayground maintenance
needs such as waste management and equipment
repair can be included in the overall park maintenance
plan. Equipment in the sprayground could be set to

a timer and sensors or activated when users press
buttons or pull strings. Additional management

for the sprayground could be warranted if the
sprayground is scheduled to be a revenue generating
amenity. Additionally, the sprayground will need daily
inspection for glass and debris and monitoring of
water and filtration systems. The need to set operating
hours, charge fees, or if equipment takes additional
maintenance would be covered by a pay-for-play
system. Community partnerships should also be
explored for these added management needs.

High Maintenance Zone
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Art:

Management for art installations and performance art
will best be implemented by partner organizations
such as local artist groups, theatre troops, public art
commissions or other community organizations under
the auspices of the Office of Cultural Affairs. Issues
with vandalism can be combated not only through
creating a sense of ownership and connecting the
community to the art, but also through installing
appropriate lighting and signage. Individual
sponsorship organizations can fund installations,
organize art openings or performance events, provide
a system to review potential art for placement,
support art educational programs and manage the art
installation process.

All Maintenance Zones

Education:

Opportunities for both passive and active education
exist throughout the park.

Educational signs can be posted in coordination with
art installations and community events, throughout
naturalized areas of the park, and along the path
system and fitness trail. The park can serve as an
outdoor classroom for schools,and community groups
in collaboration with partner organizations. Active
lessons or demonstrations can take place in both
programmed and unprogrammed areas of the park
and are subject to meeting City of Atlanta operating
and permitting requirements.

All Maintenance Zones
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NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

The purpose of a natural resource management
program for Boulevard Crossing Park is to establish
systematic approaches for developing, restoring

and protecting natural communities within the

park while maintaining pubic use. Natural resource
management plans assess existing natural resources
before development to determine the potential
environmental impacts of development. Specific
resource management plans are suggested for the
park that will specify detailed policies and procedures
necessary to ensure and sustain the success of the
park’s naturalized areas and minimize the influence
from public activity. All plans should reflect the park’s
urban location and closely relate to the park’s overall
landscape maintenance plan. Each plan should include
baseline inventories of significant, existing resources
and potential guidelines for long-term monitoring.
Plans should also identify potential educational
programs, research partnerships and funding
opportunities. Itis recommended that the Natural
Resource Management Program include the following
plans:Invasive Species Removal Plan, Stormwater
Management and Reuse Plan and a Developed and
Restored Landscape Plan (Flora and Fauna).

Invasive Species Removal Plan:

During initial site visits the design team found the
following invasive, exotic species to be predominant
throughout the site: kudzu, privet,and ivy. The
removal of all aggressive, invasive species is critical
to the success of both developed and restored
natural areas and necessary to maintain diverse
native plant communities. Detailed procedures
necessary to eliminate invasive species should

be outlined, including long-term strategies for
prevention and management. A hierarchy of
methods can be instituted depending the species
and aggressive nature of the invasive plant. Effective
removal techniques should be conducted in an
environmentally sensitive manner, if possible.

Stormwater Management/Reuse Plan:

Strategies for managing the wet ponds and
constructed wetland should include proper plant
selection, the potential for introducing aquatic life,
water reuse and its impact on habitat health, pollutant
removal, sediment control and overall management
of chemical and biological processes of the water
collected. Water reuse plans should encompass
watering zones and systems for individual areas
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through the site. Within the current plan, water is
collected solely from onsite areas; however there is the
potential for additional water catchment from adjacent
development sites. Possibilities for offsite water
collection, including quantities, partnerships, storage
needs, infiltration approaches and effects on habitat
should be fully explored.

Developed and Restored Landscape (Flora/Fauna) Plan:
Within the Boulevard Crossing Park design, restored
and developed naturalized landscapes include
woodlands, the meadow, the constructed wetland,

and the manicured landscape (including street trees,
turf areas, ornamental plantings.) This resource
management plan should identify approaches for

the development or restoration of each of these
categories with respect to their affect on urban habitat
development for both wildlife and plant life. The plan
should include long-term goals for naturalizing large
sections of the park.

Overall Natural Resource Management Guidelines:

The following guidelines are a compilation of plan
recommendations for general resource management
from various sources, including the National Park
Service and the National Audobon Society. Each
natural resource management plan for Boulevard
Crossing Park may include the following sections/
subsections:

I. Site specific assessment
a. History
b. Existing conditions
c. Existing resources
1. Ecological
2. Cultural
3. Habitat sensitivity

Il. Restoration/mitigation
a. Specific procedures
1. Habitat sensitive/appropriate
landscaping
2. Water conservation/Water quality
3. Waste management
4. Invasive plant removal
b. Activities schedule

lll. Protection strategies for mitigated areas
a. Education
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b. Visitor access/carrying capacity
¢. Pest management

IV. Monitoring
a. Specific procedures
b. Long-term activities schedule
¢. Partnerships and Resources

Resources for additional information on natural resource management:

e National Park Service:
http://www.nps.gov/nationalmallplan/Studies.html
http://www.nps.gov/policy/MP2006.pdf

e City of Chico:
http://www.chico.ca.us/common/_mod_resource.asp?p=367&f=446

e US Fish and Wildlife Service/Department of Defense: http://library.fws.gov/Pubs9/es_integrated_nrplans02.
pdf

e Audubon International:
http://www.auduboninternational.org/resources/principles.htm

e University of Florida
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fr126

e City of Boston
http://www.cityofboston.gov/parks/openspace_doc.asp

e Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR)
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/acec/rmp_guidelines.pdf

e City of Kirkland
http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/__shared/assets/Nat_Rsrc_Mgt_Plan_l1352.pdf
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ESTIMATED DEVELOPMENT COSTS

ESTIMATED COSTS:

Phase | Development: Boulevard Crossing Park

The Phase | development plan for Boulevard

Crossing Park includes those amenities expressed

by community participants at the Final Master Plan
presentation on February 21,2008 as priorities for first
phase development. Top responses include The Great
Lawn, Stormwater Management Ponds, Skate Parks,
and the Dog Park.

The goal of Phase | is to offer a cost-effective, cohesive
design strategy that expresses the intent of the larger
design concept while creating excitement within the
community momentum for Phase Il.

Phase | Development begins with site clearing,
grubbing, and rough grading throughout the entire
site not only to prepare areas included in this phase
for fine grading, but also to prime the property for
future phases, create interim, passive, usable space, and
prevent the spread of existing invasive species.

Detailed design, including precise siting, will be
undertaken using strategies from Crime Prevention
Through Environmental Design (CPTED) which
emphasizes techniques for preventing or reducing
crime through smart design. Examples include:
maximizing visibility using adequate lighting,
providing pedestrian friendly streets and sidewalks,
clearly defining gateways and entrances and using
plantings to clearly define public versus private spaces,

The following amenities are to be completed in Phase I:

Circulation:

e Paths: Sections of the proposed foot path
system will be completed to connect the
Eastern edge of the Boulevard Promenade to
the central storm pond, the central pond to the
grand staircase and the central pond to the
Great Lawn.

o Sidewalks: Five foot sidewalks will be
completed along Englewood Avenue from
Cherokee Avenue to the Central Promenade as
well as along the park side of Cherokee Avenue,
from Englewood to the Central Promenade.

e Promenades: The Central Promenade will be
fully constructed, including stairs, columns,
game tables, benches, and plant material. A
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portion of Englewood Promenade will be
completed beginning at Cherokee Avenue
and extending to the Central Promenade. The
Eastern edge of the Boulevard Promenade
directly parallel to Boulevard Avenue will also
be constructed.

e Plazas: All plaza spaces will be built, including
the central plaza between the Great Lawn and
Skate Park, the plaza surrounding the Skate
Park and the plaza on the perimeter of the
basketball courts. All plant material, stair cases,
and columns, and benches will be installed.

o Cherokee Avenue: A portion of the future
Cherokee Avenue extension will be
constructed from Englewood Avenue to the
Central Promenade. The road base will be
installed and utilized as a temporary gravel
parking lot until the full road is built in the
future.This will provide off street parking until
more becomes available. If funding allows, a
base course of asphalt (permeable, if possible)
will be laid in order to minimize dust and
erosion and allow for pavement markings to
designate parking spaces.

Active Recreation:

e Dog park: The dog park will be prepared.
Fencing and other amenities are to be
provided in accordance with the City of Atlanta
policy on off-leash dog parks.

e Great Lawn: The Great Lawn will be completed
with the 18’ concrete walk. The City View
Terrace will likely not be included.

Passive Recreation:
e Skate park: The skate park will be completed in
full.
e Basketball Courts: Both basketball courts will
be built with the surrounding plaza space.

The Arts:

e Earthen spirals: Both earthen spirals with path

systems and vegetation will be completed.
The Environment:

e Revegetated slopes: Slopes surrounding the
Great Lawn totaling approximately 1 acre will
be stabilized and revegetated.

e Stormwater management ponds: The
stormwater pond in the rear of the site totaling
.25 acres will be built. The lower portion of the

BOULEVARD CROSSING PARK



central stormwater pond, totaling .25 acres will
be completed.

e __Tree canopy,ornamental trees, tree masses:
Canopy and ornamental trees will be installed
along built promenades and Cherokee Avenue.
Tree masses will be established surrounding
the dog park, skate park and the Central
Promenade. Existing woodland areas will
be restored and may include supplemental
plantings. Should new development
projects throughout Neighborhood Planning
Unit (NPU) Y find the need to locate tree
recompense plantings elsewhere within the
NPU, it is highly recommended that they be
directed to Boulevard Crossing Park.

e Meadow: The complete Meadow will be
installed, including steep slopes surrounding
the City View Terrace and Great Lawn and areas
around the Stormwater Pond and Dog Park. In
addition, sections of the park to be developed
in Phase Il,including the Constructed Wetland
and Community Garden will be seeded and
established as temporary meadow during
Phase I. This will not only assist with stabilizing
the soil, but will also create a cohesive, natural
aesthetic until Phase Il construction can begin.

Establishing immediate partnerships through
identifying volunteer opportunities can reduce
construction and management costs. Initial volunteer
opportunities could include: Citizens on Patrol, park
planting, art installation (including forming earth
sculptures), native plant removal, Adopt-a-Park,

Trail, or Section of the Park,and community garden
construction.

Possible amenities for Phase Il are the playground/
sprayground, constructed wetland, community
gardens, City View Terrace, group shelters, public
restrooms and an additional stormwater pond.

In providing estimates of probable construction
costs, the client understands that the consultant

has no control over the cost or availability of labor,
equipment or materials, or over market conditions
or the contractor’s method of pricing, and that the
consultant’s opinions of probable construction costs
are made on the basis of the consultant’s professional
judgment and experience.The consultant makes

no warranty, express or implied, that the bids or the
negotiated cost of the work will not vary from the
consultant’s opinion of probable construction cost.
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APPENDIX A: Community Survey Results

Boulevard Crossing Park - BeltLine Sub-Area #3

Park Master Plan Community Survey

Comprising approximately 22 acres,
Boulevard Crossing is the first new
park completely assembled along the

[ARY

BeltLine's "Emerald Necklace".

Funding from the City of Atlantd’s
Opportunity Bond was utilized for
acquisition of the land and will fund
initial development. Park Master
Planning is currently underway as
part of the overall planning for this
BeltLine segment (“Sub-Area”).

A diverse range of active and
passive recreational uses for a

wide range of age groups will be
considered in planning this park
which must serve to meet both the
needs of local neighborhoods as well
as those of the greater city-wide
BeltLine community. Multi-use trail
connections with Chosewood Park and
Grant Park are proposed components
and are also in planning stages.

Your response to this survey will help to assess needs for park facilities and amenities as we work
towards developing a master plan for the future development and operation of Boulevard Crossing Park.

Please forward your completed survey by Monday October 8% 2007 to:
Ecos Environmental Design

1. For Adults, check of f the 3 most important facilities/uses you would like to see:

2. For Children (under 12), check off the 3 most important facilities/uses you would like to see:
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3. For Teens/Youths, check off the 3 most important facilities/uses you would like to see:

4. Other Facilities - check of f the 3 most important needed at Boulevard Crossing Park:

o i) Leash-free Dog Park

1

5. Are there other facilities, uses, amenities or features would you like fo see :

6. How desirable would the use of a portion of the park be for creation of a storm water pond
that would assist in conserving water from both the park and other adjacent areas?

0 Not Desirable I O Neutral I O Very Desirable

7. How desirable would be a naturalization zone which would be allowed to re-forest?

0 Not Desirable I O Neutral I O Very Desirable

8. Efforts are being made to uncover streams that were put into sewer pipes years ago - to
"daylight” them - and recreate them as 'natural’ streams. How desirable would it be to pursue
this "Daylighting” of Streams at Boulevard Crossing?

[ Not Desirable I O Neutral 0 Very Desirable

9. How important is it to provide large open spaces for random play?

O Not Important I O Neutral I [ Very Important

10. How desirable would an on-site presence of City Parks staff in a maintenance facility be?

1 Not Desirable [ 0 Neutral [ [l Very Desirable

11. How important is it to integrate with new developments which will occur around the park:

cting the park and adjacent developments:
[0__Not Important 0 Neutral I O Very Important
that would be shared:
[__Not Desirable I 0 Neutral I O Very Desirable

¢) To have commercial businesses adjacent: i
1 _Not Desirable i I Neutral I [ Very Desirable
Other comments on adjacent development:

52
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12. Which of the following best describes your family?

o i) Single
o i) Single with children younger than 12 age 12 - 18 age 18+
o i) Couple
o iv) Couple with children younger than 12 age 12 - 18 age 18+
o v) Empty nester
o vi) Other
13. In what age group do you belong? 14. Tam
o i) <18 o i) Male
o i) 19-29
o i) 30-44 o i) Female
o iv) 45-60
o v) 60+

15. How far of a walk will it be from your residence to Boulevard Crossing Park?

0 i)Lessthan ¥ mile o i) % to % mile o i) ¥ mileto1 mile o iv)more than 1 mile
16. Which Neighborhood do you live in? 0 iv) Ormewood Park
oi) Boulevard Heights ov) Peoplestown
o i) Chosewood Park ovi) Other

o i) Grant Park

17. Other Comments:
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Boulevard Crossing Park - Master Plan Survey

1. For Adults, check off the 3 most important facilities/uses you would like to see:
Response Response
Percent Count
s Field [ 18.0% 98
Baseball/Softball Field [ 10.9% 59
Football Field [] 1.8% 10
Open Multi-use Field | 54.2% 295
Basketball Courts [=] 6.8% 37
Volleyball Courts  [F] 10.3% 56
Tennis Courts [ 32.9% 179
Skateboard park [ ] 14.0% 76
Life/Exercise/Fitness Trail | . 67.5% 367
Disc (‘Frisbee”) Golf [Fo] 11.2% 61
Mountain Biking Trail syst | - 41.0% 223
Multi-use ‘arena’ d (in-line
skating, floor hockey, ialz:osie etc) E wadind gl
Comments 74
answered question 544
skipped question 8
2. For Children (under 12), check off the 3 most important facilities/uses you would like to see:
Response Response
Percent Count
Soccer Field [ ] 35.5% 170
Baseball/Softball [F ] 18.8% 90
Football Field [ 2.3% 11
Open Multi-use Field | 48.0% 230
Basketball Courts  [7] 3.3% 16
Playground | | 75.4% 361
Skateboard Park [T 18.6% 89
Spray Pad with water jets, (no San 517
standing water)
Exercise/Fitness Trail [Fo] 21.1% 101
Court g (Hopskotchete) [ 22.8% 109
Comments 52
answered question 479
skipped question 73

sa
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3. For Teens/Youths, check off the 3 most important facilities/uses you would like to see:

Response Response
Percent Count
Soccer Field [ 36.0% 171
Baseball/Softball Field [ ] 24.2% 115
Football Field 7.4% a5
Open Multi-use Field 46.7% 222
Basketball Courts 19.2% a1
Volleyball Court 5.5% 26
Tennis Courts 15.8% 75
Skateboard park 40.0% 190
Life/Exercise/Fitness Trail [ ] 28.0% 133
Disc (“Frisbee”) Golf 11.6% 55
Mountain Biking Trail system [ 26.3% 125
ulti-use ‘arena’ pad (in-line
skatinz'- ﬂl:or hocI::y,a!ar::?os(s: etc) e S1a% 421
Comments 22
answered question 475
shipped question 7
4. Other Facilities — check off the 3 most important needed at Boulevard Crossing Park:
Response Response
Percent Count
Leash-free Dog Park 59.4% 321
Community Garden Plots 20.7% 112
Picnic Areas/Shelt 34.4% 186
Special Event space 13.3% 72
s e e o
Washreoms [ ] 35.6% 192
Ponds 22.4% 121
Concessions 3.7% 20
Parking 16.1% 87
Special Events space for festivals 18.9% 102
Wireless connectiv Pq; :: ;au;:l:rz 16.1% o7
Walking Pathway/Trail syst 53.9% 291
Other (Please Comment) 1.7% 9
Comments 50
answered guestion 540
skipped question 12
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5. Are there other facilities, uses, amenities or features would you like to see:

Response
Count
114
answered question 114
skipped question 438

6. How desirable would the use of a portion of the park be for creation of a storm water pond that would assist in conserving
water from both the park and other adjacent areas?

Response
Mot Desirable Neutral Very Desirable i
Count
Check one, please 6.6% (36) 27.3% (148) 86.1% (359) 543
answered question 542
skipped question 10
7. How desirable would be a naturalization zone which would be allowed to re-forest?
. . Response
Mot Desirable Neutral Very Desirable
Count
Check one, please 4.1% (22) 19.5% (108) 76.4% (415) 543
answered question 542
skipped question 10

8. Efforts are being made to uncover streams that were put into sewer pipes years ago — to “daylight” them - and recreate them
as 'natural’ streams. How desirable would it be to pursue this “Daylighting” of Streams at Boulevard Crossing?

Not Desirable Neutral Very Desirable Rf::;“
Check one, please 2.6% (14) 19.0% (103) 78.5% (426) 543
answered question 542
skipped question 10
9. How important is it to provide large open spaces for random play?
Not Important Neutral Very Important Beaponse
Count

Check one, please 2.8% (15) 18.5% (100) 78.7% (426) 541
answered question 540
skipped question 12

10. How desirable would an on-site presence of City Parks staff in a maintenance facility be?
Not Desirable Neutral Very Desirable Recs::':se
Check one, please 4.8% (26) 32.5% (1786) 62.7% (340) 542
answered question 541
skipped question 1
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11. How important is it to integrate with new developments which will occur around the park:

Not Important Neutral Very Important Re:::::a
:LZZ‘;::::::::;:::::;D“ 35% (19) 18.1% (98) 78.4% (425) 542
b) Parking that would be shared: 14.2% (76) 38.5% (206) 47.3% (253) 535
:L;i:::e ST e IR DL 21.0% (113) 41.9% (225) 37.1% (199) 537
Other comments on adjacent development: 70
answered question 541
skipped question 1
12. Which of the following best describes your family?
Response Response
Percent Count
Single [ 20.3% 111
Single with children - younger th:; ot .
Single with children - age 12 - 18 1.3% 7
Single with children - age 18+ 0.6% 3
Couple [ 28.4% 155
Couple with children - younger 41.4% 226
than 12
Couple with children - age 12 - 18 1.8% 10
Couple with children - age 18+ 1.1% ]
Empty nester 1.1% ;]
Other (please comment) 0.0% [s]
Other (please specify) 22% 12
answered question 546
skipped question ]
13. In what age group do you belong?
Response Response
Percent Count
<18 1.1% ;]
19-20 [ 15.9% 87
3044 | 69.0% 378
45-60 [ 13.9% 76
60+ 0.4% 2
answered question 548
skipped question 4
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14.1am

Response Response

Percent Count
Male [ | 46.4% 251
Female | | 53.8% 291
answered question 541

skipped question 1

15. How far of a walk will it be from your residence to Boulevard Crossing Park?

Response Response
Percent Count

Less than Y mile [ 10.5% 56
Yito Yamile [ 17.8% 95
Yamile to1mile [ 37.6% 201
morethan 1 mile [ 343% 183
answered guestion 534

skipped question 18

16. Which Neighborhood do you live in?

Response Response

Percent Count
Boulevard Heights [ | 14.7% 64
Chosewood Park  [] 3.7% 16
Grant Park [ ] 49.3% 215
Or d Park 30.5% 133
Peoplestown 2] 21% 9
Other (please specify) 108
answered question 436
skipped question 116

17. Other Comments:

Response

Count
a3
answered question 93
skipped question 459
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APPENDIX B: Meeting Materials

Staff Agenda
BeltLine Master Plan
Boulevard Crossing Study Group Meeting
September 20, 2007; 6:30 — 8:30 pm
Zoo Atlanta — Action Resource Center

Welcome — Matthew Dickison (5 minutes)

Welcome

Overview

Parks Survey

Additional Announcements

Sign In Sheet

Upcoming Meetings/Contact Information

~0oao0oTp

BeltLine Update — Nate Conable (10 minutes)

Master Planning Review — Shannon Kettering & John Funny

Vision, Values, Goals and Objectives — Shannon Kettering

Small Group Goals and Objectives Exercise - Shannon Kettering/Matthew Wilder/John Funny

Next Steps — Shannon Kettering & Matthew Dickison (5 minutes)

Supply List:

©NOOrWON =

- A A A
A ON—O

Agendas (Matthew)

Study Group Meeting Dates (Matthew)
BeltLine Tour Flyers (Matthew)

Sign-In Sheet (Matthew)

Surveys (Matthew)

Easels (ECOS)

Large Note Pads (ECOS)

Large Pens (ECOS)

Projector (ECOS)

. Laptop (ECOS)

. Posters (ECOS)

. Sticky-notes for public comment regarding posters (ECOS)
. Index Cards/Comment Cards (ECOS)

. Directional Sign (Matthew)
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Agenda
BeltLine Master Plan
Boulevard Crossing Park Steering Committee Meeting
October 23, 2007; 6:00 — 8:00 pm
Zoo Atlanta — Action Resource Center

Handouts available as attendees arrive:
o Greenspace Goals and Objectives
o Survey Results

1. Welcome — Matthew Dickison (5 minutes)

Welcome

Overview of purpose of meeting
Additional Announcements

Sign In Sheet

Upcoming Meetings/Contact Information

©oo0 oo

2. Recap of Site Analysis (5 minutes)
3. Presentation of 3 Park Master Plan Concepts — Matthew Wilder
4. Concept Plans Discussion — Matthew Wilder/Ed Akins/Gretchen Gigley

5. Next Steps — Matthew Wilder & Matthew Dickison (5 minutes)

Supply List:

1. Agendas (Matthew D)

2. Study Group Meeting Dates (Matthew D)
3. Sign-In Sheet (Matthew D)

4. Handouts (ECOS)

5. Easels (ECOS)

6. Large Note Pads (ECOS)

7. Large Pens (ECOS)

8. Posters (ECOS)

9. Index Cards/Comment Cards (ECOS)
10. Directional Sign (Matthew)
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Boulevard Crossing Park Concept Themes

ATLANTA
BELTLINE

Subarea 3 - Boulevard Crossing Park — Concept Review Meeting Il - October 23, 2007

Sportscape:

A highly organized and extensive
collection of active recreation
opportunities including both team and
individual sports, including
skateboarding, cycling, individual
fitness, inline hockey, soccer,
baseball/softball, etc.

Program Elements

Circulation:

Major perimeter Roads, adjacent to
Beltline, vehicular traffic may enter the
park to better access recreation
areas. Vehicular access allows for
temporary closure during special
events to allow unimpeded pedestrian
/ transit / bicycle access. Pedestrian
flow to be delineated in a hierarchy of
paved walks and multiuse trails.
Connections to surrounding
community shall be prominent on all
sides of the park

Active Recreation:

Active sports fields and activity zones
to be organized by type throughout
the site. Indoor and outdoor activities
may coexist.

Passive Recreation:

Trail system which may include soft
and hard surface trails, boardwalks,
and overlooks. Plan provides quiet
areas separate from buzz of activity.
Spaces between active zones allow
for restoration opportunities.

The Arts:

Extensive opportunities for outdoor art
installations, temporary rotating or
permanent, features at important
public spaces/gateways

Restorative Landscape:

Emphasis on restoring the highly
disturbed landscape to an urban
oasis. Active recreation is a
component, but larger emphasis is
placed on natural systems, passive
recreation, public art, individual
health, and interpretation of the
restored landscape. Picturesque
views throughout

Program Elements

Circulation:

Major perimeter Roads, adjacent to
Beltline, vehicular traffic kept to the
perimeter of the park. Pedestrian flow
to be delineated in a hierarchy of
footpaths, paved walks, and multiuse
trails which provide varying levels of
connection to the restored landscape.
Connections to surrounding
community shall be prominent on all
sides of park.

Active Recreation:

Active sports fields and activity zones
to be organized into a single location /
complex.

Passive Recreation:

Extensive trail system which may
include soft and hard surface trails,
boardwalks, and overlooks. Plan
provides for a variety of public spaces
of differing sizes, as well as broad
swaths of restored natural areas.
Edible landscape / community
gardens.

The Arts:

Extensive opportunities for outdoor art
installations featured at public spaces
/ gateways as well as integrated into
restored habitat with opportunities for
interpretation. Potential for
performance art with small
amphitheater 500-2500 person
capacity.

Inc.

%2 BeltLine

Urban Confluence:

Emphasis on bringing nature,
recreation, and urban elements
together into balance. Restore the
highly disturbed landscape, infuse it
with active recreation and natural
systems. Include passive recreation,
public art, individual health, and
interpretation of the restored
landscape. Urban in nature, restored
natural landscapes are stylized and
interpreted for the urban environment.

Program Elements

Circulation:

Major perimeter Roads, adjacent to
Beltline, vehicular traffic kept to the
perimeter of the park. Pedestrian flow
to be delineated in a hierarchy of
footpaths, paved walks, and multiuse
trails which provide varying levels of
connection to the restored landscape.
Connections to surrounding
community shall be prominent on all
sides of park

Active Recreation:

Active sports fields and activity zones
to be organized into like groups and to
provide recreation alternatives
currently lacking in the City park
system.

Passive Recreation:

Extensive trail system which may
include soft and hard surface trails,
boardwalks, and overlooks. Plan
provides for a variety of public spaces
of differing sizes, as well as broad
swaths of restored natural areas.
Edible landscape / community
gardens

The Arts:

Extensive opportunities for outdoor art
installations featured at public
spaces/gateways as well as
integrated into restored habitat with
opportunities for interpretation.
Potential for performance art with
small amphitheater 500-2500 person
capacity.
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TLANTA .’.’ e
VALUES, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES ?:;:?m ?“i BeltLine

Subarea 3 - Boulevard Crossing Park - Concept Review Meeting Il - October 23, 2007

Boulevard Crossing VALUES

Green — Diverse - Historic

GOALS with corresponding OBJECTIVES

Greenspace
e Reclaim/restore/create & expand community environmental resources.

o Restore existing streams and incorporate new water features for recreational/ educational opportunities,
stormwater management, and wildlife habitat.

o Expand community sustainable opportunities, such as recycling, composting, and gardening and
recommend these activities/ amenities be included in future development.

o Enhance the urban forest by preserving and appropriately planting new trees via an expanded open
space network, enhanced streetscapes, and neighborhood arboretum programs.

o Promote the importance of the community’s environmental resources through interpretation/ education,
incorporation of LEED- green development principles, and habitat restoration.

e Provide open, cultural, and civic spaces to promote social interaction and a thriving

community.
o Provide indoor and outdoor programming/ spaces for family and community gatherings for all
development.
o Establish community specific events and programs, such as “Celebrate Diversity” to unite the community
and showcase its cultural significance and unique history.
o Provide multi-purpose civic and recreational facilities at various scales to serve the community, including
plazas, markets, squares, amphitheater, library, rink.

e Ensure the recreational needs of the City of Atlanta are compatible with Boulevard Crossing

community needs.

o Provide multi-use accessibility and connectivity to and through the community’s significant parks- Grant,
Boulevard Crossing, and Chosewood.

o Ensure passive spaces for mediation and reflection, such as habitat preservation areas, trails, and picnic
facilities.

o Promote innovative programming within the community open space network, such as wireless
technology.

o Provide active adventure activities, such as climbing wall, play fields/facilities, and water play areas.

o Encourage and maintain safe and secure environment in park design and utilization through lighting and
visibility.

e Identify, interpret and protect community historic and cultural resources.

o Provide interpretive opportunities to showcase the community’s significant assets, such as Fort Walker
and Intrenchment Creek.

o Establish a seamless connection between the BeltLine and community features, such as Zoo Atlanta and
Chosewood Park.

o Promote recognition of the community’s diverse, historically intact neighborhoods, such as, install new
historic/ educational markers to commemorate sites or events that were integral to the community’s
development.

o Enhance community identity by integrating public art, heritage, cultural and historic community assets.

Ecos Environmental Design - Grice & Associates — Smith Dalia Architects — Dovetail Consulting
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Boulevard Crossing Sub-Area

SOUTHEAST STUDY GROUP MEETING
Zoo Atlanta ~ February 21, 2008

1. Welcome, Rukiya Eaddy, Citizen Participation Advocate Associate

2. BeltLine Update, Rukiya Eaddy, Citizen Participation Advocate
Associate

3. Boulevard Crossing Park-Final Draft Master Plan, Matt Wilder,
ECOS Environmental Design, Inc.

= Background and Context

= Concept Review

=  Summary of Public Input

= Final Draft Park Master Plan Presentation

4. Questions and Comments

5. Phasing Prioritization Exercise

uestions?

Please direct all Master Planning questions and/or comments to:
Matthew Dickison
Senior Urban Planner
404-865-8591
mdickison@atlantaga.cov

For general questions, contact:
Rukiya Eaddy
Citizen Participation Advocate Associate

404-588-8285

readdy@atlbeltline.org
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PLACEMAKING AT BOULEVARD CROSSING : HOW WILL IT BE ACHIEVED?
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APPENDIX C

City of Atlanta

Department of |
Watershe: nagement
Protecting Our Future

: Custer Ave. Combined Sewer Overflow

Custer Avenue Combined Sewer Overflow
(CSO) Storage & Dechlorination Facility

Project Overview:

A small number of the City’s older neighborhoods is served by a combined sewer
system. In such a system, stormwater and sanitary sewer flows (or wastewater) are
collected in the same pipe.

During dry weather and light rainfall, the combined sewer flows are collected and
treated at the wastewater treatment plants. During heavy rainfall, flows from the
combined sewer system exceed the capacity of the downstream sanitary sewer
pipes. Overflows, known as combined sewer overflows (CSOs) occur, sending
untreated or minimally treated wastewater flowing into small, local streams.

In the 1980s and 1990s, CSO treatment facilities were constructed to capture, treat
and disinfect the combined sewer overflows before they were discharged to streams.
However, federal and state regulations governing CSO discharges and water quality
standards have become more stringent over the years. Now, the City is under
federal Consent Decree to significantly decrease CSOs and bring them into
compliance with current water quality regulations by 2007.

The Custer Avenue project is part of the CSO Remediation Program. The City will
address the CSO problem by constructing additional underground storage and
upgrading treatment facilities, and separating combined sewers in selected basins.
These improvements will allow the City to provide clean, safe water to residents and
downstream neighbors. It will also allow the City to build a best-in-class water utility,
which will provide consistent, reliable service to housholds, businesses and other
cities and counties.

Project Description:

A new 10-million-gallon, underground linear storage facility will be constructed, and,
along with the existing 34-million-gallon Intrenchment Creek CSO Storage Tunnel,
will increase the total overflow storage capacity to 44 million gallons. To build the
facility, a 30-foot diameter vertical construction access shaft, approximately 120 feet
deep, will be excavated into rock and its walls will be reinforced with concrete where
required for stability. The shaft will provide access to construct the below-ground
storage facility that will be excavated into solid rock using drill and blasting
construction methods.

In addition, the existing Intrenchment Creek CSO Treatment Facility will be upgraded
to provide a higher level of treatment. Currently, the flows pumped from the tunnel
are treated using bar screens, grit removal, settling basins and chlorine disinfection.
The upgrade will include the addition of fine screening, filters and enhanced
disinfection systems to control harmful bacteria and other residuals. The cleaned
CSO flows will be discharged into Intrenchment Creek, a tributary of the South River.

over—
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Master Plan Drafts

APPENDIX D
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