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1.1 Purpose

The Perkerson Park Master Plan is a long-term
vision and strategy for enhancing the park in a
manner that responds to community desires and
environmental needs.The park s located a half mile
form the proposed BeltLine - a multi-decade effort
to integrate parks, land use, and mobility along a
22-mile loop of historic railroads that ring Atlanta’s
core. The plan provides a framework for short and
long-term park improvements.

The Perkerson Park Master Planisone of several park
planning efforts along the BeltLine. At completion,
the BeltLine will connect the park to 45 of the city’s
neighborhoods and the more than 100,000 people
that currently live within half a mile of the corridor.
By improving existing parks and creating new
ones, a seamless system of public open spaces will
be created that establishes a high quality of life in
Atlanta for centuries to come.

Perkerson Park is a 50 acre City of Atlanta park
located between Capitol View and Sylvan Hills
neighborhoods. Taking its rectangular form from
the surrounding neighborhood blocks, the park
measures roughly 1,300 linear feet east to west and
1,700 hundred linear feet north to south. The park
is surrounded entirely by single-family residential
land uses.Consideringits size and setting, Perkerson
Park is fairly unique in the City of Atlanta.

The park has both active and passive uses. Active
amenities include a playground, recreation center,
tennis courts, basketball courts, ball fields, and a
pavilion. Passive amenities include walking paths,
open fields, a stream, and a tract of woodland.

In addition to the existing park elements, a
splash pad and a disc golf course are planned
for Perkerson Park. The splash pad is an entirely
new program element. The disc golf course is an
existing temporary feature that will be converted
to a permanent course. Both will bring additional

Parks can have long-term positive impact on surrounding
communities. This photo shows Atlanta’s Grant Park.
Perkerson Park and Grant Park have similar neighborhood
contexts.

users to the park and alter existing park dynamics.
The proposed master plan must identify all
potential impacts and develop clear strategies
for incorporating these new program elements
seamlessly and aesthetically into the park.

Strategies will emphasis improved access to the
park and improved pedestrian circulation within
the park.The parkis currently accessible from either
of its two public edges, Deckner Avenue along the
entire north boundary and Beatie Avenue along
the entire east boundary. The south boundary
has no public access, and the west boundary is
accessible only through a series of four dead-end
streets.Adding access along the west boundary and
improving circulation along the south boundary
will increase visibility into the park. It will also
promote safety and provide direct connections to
adjacent neighborhoods.

Improving circulation patterns between park
amenities will also enhance the user experience
by improving access to park amenities and
creating safe pedestrian and bicycle routes. The
park currently has three vehicular access points
along its two public edges and only one formal
pedestrian entry at Woodbourne Drive. Existing
pedestrian walks in the park are inadequate in
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terms of size and alignment.There are several non-
ADA compliant sections of the existing pedestrian
circulation system. The master plan will identify
opportunities to create a complete pedestrian and
bicycle circulation system that works in conjunction
with the existing vehicular system.

The master plan will also address the environmental
and aesthetic quality of Perkerson Park. An existing
stream traverses diagonally through the middle
of the park. Some sections of the stream have
been channelized with a stone wall while other
sections have a natural bank. In both sections, the
stream corridor is degraded by invasive species.
Significant erosion has also degraded the quality
and aesthetics of the more natural sections of the
stream. TSW will investigate options to restore
both the natural aesthetics and environmental
quality of the stream. This approach will most
likely include water quality features throughout
the park to cleanse storm water and reduce the
rate of runoff from surrounding areas. Clean and
safe environments can greatly improve public
perception of the overall park. A stream restoration
project can be a strong catalyst to further increase
a sense of neighborhood pride and ownership of

the park.

1.2 BeltLine Planning Efforts

The Parks Master Plan has been developed
concurrent with and integrated into a larger land
use and transportation planning effort for BeltLine
Subarea 2: Heritage Communities of South Atlanta.
Subarea 2 consists of the portion of the BeltLine
south of Downtown Atlanta, between Hill Street
and Murphy Avenue.

A key element of BeltLine area planning is
creating a beneficial relationship between parks,
transportation, and land use. Parks cannot be
properly designed without considering access
from surrounding land uses, while land uses and
transportation facilities cannot achieve their
highest potential without proximity to parks.

As a result of these coordinated efforts, this master
plan describes and plans for both internal and
external factors impacting the park. It considers
surrounding existing land uses and transportation
facilities, as well as potential future ones. By doing
this, a parks vision is established that can meet
the needs of the surrounding neighborhood both

The pavilion at Perkerson Park hosts several community festivals and events throughout the year.
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today and many years in the future.

1.3 Master Planning Process

Theplanning process used todevelop the Perkerson
Park Master Plan involved several steps. These
included a review of previous park planning efforts,
an inventory and analysis of existing conditions,
survey, draft concept creation and testing, and
the development of final recommendations and
implementation plans.

A series of community engagements were held
throughout the process to solicit public feedback.
The following is a list and brief summary of each
engagement:

June 2011:Park User Survey

A user survey was available to any interested
citizen for the duration of one month. The survey
was available on-line, and paper copies were
distributed during all June meetings.

June 16,2011: Capitol View Neighborhood
Members of the planning team attended the
neighborhood meeting to inform and encourage
citizens to participate in the upcoming master plan
process for Perkerson Park.

June 23,2011: Southwest Study Group
Members of the planning team presented initial
concepts and solicited feedback in a table
discussion format.

July 6,2011: Disc Golf Course Walk
Members of the planning team walked the disc
golf course during weekly play.

July 28,2011: Southwest Study Group

Members of the planning team presented a draft
concept plan and solicited feedback in a table
discussion format.

October 20, 2011: Capitol View Neighborhood
Members of the planning team attended the
neighborhood meeting to discuss the ongoing
master plan process for Perkerson Park.

November 22,2011: Disc Golf Course Walk
Members of the planning team walked the

proposed woodland section of the disc golf course
to gauge potential impacts to existing trees.

December 3,2011: Community Walk

Members of the planning team and the community
walked the northwest corner of the park to review
and discuss components of the draft concept plan.

January 31,2012: Southwest Study Group
Members of the planning team presented the
concept plan and solicited feedback in a question
and answer format.

February 16,2012: Capitol View Neighborhood
Members of the planning team attended the
neighborhood meeting to present and discuss the
concept plan.

February 23,2012: Sylvan Hills Neighborhood
Members of the planning team attended the
neighborhood meeting to present and discuss the
concept plan.

This clip from the Open Space Framework Plan for BeltLine
Subarea 2 shows Perkerson Park in its greater context.
Planned multi-use trail connections will create a network of
linked parks and open spaces.
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May 14,2012: NPU-X Meeting
Members of the planning team presented final
master plan recommendations.

2.1 Overview

This section contains an inventory and analysis of
the existing conditions in Perkerson Park and the
adjacent neighborhoods as they existed in 2011.
These conditions have been compiled from site
visits, previous plans, community comments, and
throughresearchofexistingdatasourcesascredited
throughout the document. The data was studied
and analyzed to gain a thorough understanding of
the existing physical and cultural conditions that
form the baseline for park improvement efforts.

2.2 Location and Context

Perkerson Park is a 50 acre City of Atlanta park
located at 770 Deckner Avenue in Southwest,
Atlanta. The park is situated between Sylvan Hills
neighborhood to the south and west, and Capitol
View neighborhood to the north and east. It is one
of the largest City parks south of Interstate 20 with
approximately seven thousand residents living
within a ten minute walking distance. The Atlanta
Metropolitan College and Atlanta Technical College
Campuses are within a 5 minute walking distance.

The park’s rectangular shape aligns with Capitol
View’s gridded street pattern. Deckner Avenue
and Beatie Avenue delineate the north and east
boundaries. Houses along both streets face toward
the park and help create active edges with both
visual and physical access into the park.This layout
allows residents to self monitor the park and
promotes a sense of safety and security for park
users.

Unfortunately, the south and west boundaries of
the park have very limited connections with the
adjacent Sylvan Hills neighborhood. The south
boundary is delineated by the rear lots of single
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The Context Map above shows the proximity of nearby
transportation facilities.

The Street Network Map below shows the variations in the
park’s relationship to adjacent neighborhoods.

Capitol View Neighborhood
Street Network

Perkerson Park

Sylvan Hills Neighborhood
Street Network
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family homes along Cahoon Street. The west
property line is delineated by the side lots of single
family homes along Belfast, Burchill, Blossom and
Braddock Streets, which terminate at the park.

The lack of active public edges along the south and
west boundaries diminish the park’s relationship
with the adjacent neighborhood and create visually
isolated areas within the park.

A 1949 aerial survey shows the initial construction
of Fairbanks Street from Deckner Avenue to
Woodbourne Drive.

However, this section of Fairbanks Street along
Perkerson Park’s western edge was never fully
constructed and the remnants of this street are

Toemnks Sireet Construcion

Eall

no longer present. Although the south and west
edges have limited access, Perkerson Park, as a
whole, is well served by multiple modes of existing
and planned transportation.

Interstate 75/85 is located just east of the park,and
can be accessed via University Avenue to the north
and Lakewood Freeway to the south. Other major
roads near the park include Metropolitan Parkway,
Sylvan Road, Murphy Avenue and Lee Street.

In addition these vehicular modes, Perkerson Park
is also accessible by mass transit. Two MARTA
bus routes, 193 along Sylvan Road and 95 along
Metropolitan Parkway, are both within a five
minute walking distance to the park. The north

Perkerson Park area in 1949.This image shows the initial
construction of Fairbanks Street along the park’s northwest
boundary. Courtesy of Georgia State University

Dedkner Avenu@

Parlarsen Park
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and south MARTA heavy rail lines are located just
west of the park along Murphy Avenue and Lee
Street. An entrance to Oakland City Station at the
intersection of Murphy Avenue and Arden Avenue
is approximately % mile from the park.

Capfte] View

The planned Atlanta BeltLine Corridor is a located
just north of the Capitol View neighborhood
slightly over a half mile, ten minute walk, from the
park.A planned multi-use trail along Allene Avenue
will provide direct access between the BeltLine and
Perkerson Park.

Parkersen Park

2.3 Park History

Thomas J. Perkerson, the second sheriff of Fulton
County as well as one of its most notable citizens,
settled in Land Lots 103 and 104 (Perkerson Park
and Sylvan Hills) with his family in the mid 1830’s.
His home stood for well over a hundred years on
Perkerson Road (Old Rough and Ready Road)
before its demolition for construction of a grocery
store.

Sylven Reae

In April of 1922 J.R. Smith & M.S. Rankin published
an article in the Atlanta Constitution about their
new subdivision to be developed on 100 acres in
south west Atlanta called Sylvan Hills. By mid 1927,
the Sylvan Hills Improvement Club was established.
One of the priority projects for the club that year
was to secure land fora park to serve the residents of
the growing Sylvan Hills subdivision. The property
that was secured belonged to the Perkerson
family and comprised 370 acres. At the time, only
two buildings existed on the property that were
deemed “of importance the Perkerson home and
a county school. The property was purchased and
developed into a city park, with the contingency
that the Perkerson home remain in ownership of
the family during the remainder of their lives.

Syt [Hills

Nefgliberhooe

Brewer Boulevar

Parlkarson
. . . Family Home
The Perkerson family land was subdivided into

g R County
3, Sehool
Perkerson Park and portions of the Sylvan Hills neighbor- @Q% Building

hood in 1949. Courtesy of Georgia State University. 9
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Perkerson Park and Sylvan Hills in 1944 after the
death of Lizzie Perkerson Butler, who was the last
family member to live in the old house.The house
survived General Sherman’s burning of Atlanta
because the family refused to leave as Matilda
Perkerson Gilbert was too sick to be moved.

2.4 Environmental Site Conditions

Perkerson Park measures roughly 1,300 linear feet
east to west and 1,700 hundred linear feet north
to south.The park is surrounded entirely by single-
family residential land uses. Considering its size
and setting, Perkerson Park is fairly unique in the
City of Atlanta.

In general, most of the open space terrain is
characterized by rolling hills with a mix of mature
pines and hardwoods. Approximately 35 of the
total 50 acres are covered by tree canopy. The
parking lots, ball fields, tennis and basketball courts
account for most of the non-canopy areas.

In the park’s northern half and along the eastern
edge the tree spacing is relatively open. Passive
lawns occurrandomlyin thisarea creating a pastoral
park environment. The tennis courts, recreation
center and playground are spaced evenly through
the north end of the park with adequate visual
access between each amenity. In contrast, dense
woodlands with overgrown understory cover
approximately 10 acres in the park’s southern half.
With limited visual access and few amenities, this
portion of the park is relatively less active.However,
many park users walk along the stream corridor
directly adjacent to the woodland area.

The most notable natural feature in Perkerson Park
is a stream that flows diagonally through the entire
length of the park. The stream daylights from a
large culvert structure under Deckner Avenue near
the intersection of Fairbanks Street. Despite being
contained in a man-made channel for most of its
length, the stream maintains some natural qualities
and blends with the park environment.The stream
returns to a natural channel before exiting the
park at the southeast corner near the end of Beatie
Avenue. It continues southeast through the Atlanta
School Board Property.

Passive lawn in the park’s northern section.

Narrow path from recreation center to tennis courts.

Woodland in the park’s southern section.
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Perkerson Park’s stream is a tributary that flows
into the middle branch of the South River. It is part
of the larger Ocmulgee River Basin. In 2011, the
City of Atlanta prepared a South River Watershed
Improvement Plan that cited stream bank
enhancements in Perkerson Park as an example of
Best Management Practices. However, the stream
has also been recognized for its tendency to be
polluted by upstream industrial sites.

In 2003, 300 gallons of motor oil were removed
from the stream by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. Research by the City of Atlanta
Fire Department determined that an automotive
recycling business on Higgins Street,approximately
% mile away, was the source of this oil. Although this
spill was successfully cleaned, the overall stream
quality remains unhealthy. A large urban area
with several industrial sites drains into the stream
through a vast municipal storm water conveyance
system. It is likely that several nonpoint source
pollutants continue to degrade the stream quality.

Poorly eroded stream banks would normally be
expected with this type of urban basin. However,
the structured channel has stabilized the banks
along this stream. During intense storm event,
the stream flows are elevated within the channel
and overflow occasionally. This condition likely
results in more significant downstream erosion.
Another intermittent stream that daylights from
a culvert near the intersection of Deckner and
Desoto Avenues has significant bank erosion.
The intermittent stream flows into the primary
stream just south of the pavilion. Restoration
projects on both streams would greatly improve
the environmental conditions and user experience
at Perkerson Park. The primary stream already
contributes to the unique aesthetic and serene
qualities of the park. As the dominant natural
park feature, the stream warrants restoration and
improvement.

In addition to stream concerns, land erosion and
invasive plants also detract from the park’s natural
qualities.

Invasive plant materials including Chinese Privet,
Kudzu and English Ivy can be found throughout

8

Stream daylights at Deckner Street.

Construction runoff clouds the stream.

Link to video of Perkerson Park Stream Overflowing.

PERKERSON PARK MASTER PLAN, ADOPTED JUNE 18,2012



the park. They are heavily concentrated in the
woodland understory, along the stream corridor
and along the park edges.These plants significantly
limit use of the woodland area.If left untreated, the
invasive plants will overwhelm the native species
and eliminate the natural woodland environment.

Removing invasive plants from these sections of the
park will improve the park’s natural environment
and make these areas more usable.

Woodland; removing invasive plants will improve
visual access into the woodlands, and encourage
additional park amenities such as walking trails.

Steam corridor; removing invasive plants and
replacing them with native species in a riparian
buffer zone will enhance the aesthetic qualities of
the stream, improve water quality and stabilize the
stream banks.

Park edges; removing invasive plants will improve
visual access into the park increasing the overall
sense of safety and security.

Soil erosion is another significant environmental
issues in Perkerson Park. The most severe areas
occur where sparse lawns struggle to grow under
a dense tree canopy.

Lawns should be abandoned in areas where
they struggle to grow and replaced with a more
natural woodland groundcover. The groundcover
treatment can vary to correspond with patterns of
use. Areas with significant levels of pedestrian use
should remain relatively open. Mulch with sparsely
planted understory trees and low growing shrubs
would be appropriate. Less heavily used areas and
areas with steeper terrain should be planted with a

Invasive plants overwhelm the natural woodlands.

Invasive plants species block views into park.

Invasive plants overwhelm the intermittent stream.
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denser mix of understory trees and shrubs.

In areas where lawns are required or desired to
support particular uses, the tree canopy should
be thinned or pruned to ensure lawns receive
adequate levels of sunlight.

2.5 Existing Amenities & Programs

Perkerson Park measures roughly 1,300 linear feet
east to west and 1,700 hundred linear feet north
to south.The park is surrounded entirely by single-
family residential neighborhoods. Considering its
size and setting, Perkerson Park is fairly unique in
the City of Atlanta. The park contains active and
passive uses that serve both nearby residents and
communities beyond the adjacent neighborhoods.
The City classifies Perkerson Park as a Community
Park because of its service range.

Active amenities include

o Recreation Center

o Playground

o Tennis Courts (6)

o Basketball Court (Full)

o Basketball Court (Half)

o Baseball Fields (2)

o Softball Field

o Outdoor Fitness Equipment

o Temporary Disc Golf Course

Passive amenities include

o Pavilion and Grill Station

o Walking Paths

o Open Lawns

o Stream and Stream Meadow
o Woodlands

The recreation center, pavilion, playground,
basketball courts, fitness equipment and paths
are customarily used by nearby residents. The
tennis courts, ball fields and temporary disc golf
course draw users from both adjacent and distant

10
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Playground

Walking path around ball fields
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neighborhoods. Several programmed festivals
and events also draw outside visitors to the park
throughout the year. Both active and passive
facilities are well utilized by a variety of user types,
and several private groups have agreements to
operate within the park.

The City of Atlanta currently has a memorandum
of understanding with two organizations for
utilization and programming for the ball fields at
Perkerson Park. The Morehouse College baseball
team uses the large field for practices and home
games. The fields also serve as the primary site
for LE.A.D., a non-profit competitive baseball
program for inner city teens ages 14-18. They use
the fields for practice, games and tournaments.
L.E.A.D. is both locally and nationally recognized
for its mission, “To provide at-risk, inner-city youth
males with access to higher education and civic
engagement through baseball.”

The ball fields are adequately maintained with the
exception of concession buildings located at each
field. These buildings have fallen into considerable
disrepair.There is also an obvious lack of bathroom
facilities in the field area. Considering their level of
use and popularity, the ball fields would benefit
greatly from restoring the concession buildings
and adding bathroom facilities.

Similarly, adding bathrooms to the tennis courts
would improve their ability to support tournaments
and league play. The existing six courts are home
to both men and women Atlanta Lawn Tennis
Association (ALTA) teams. Teams use the courts
for practice during the week and matches on
weekends. ALTA is affiliated with the United
States Tennis Association (USTA), and is primarily
responsible for scheduling league play for adult
teams and junior teams in the five-county metro
area. Visiting teams travel to Perkerson Park from
communities throughout the Atlanta metropolitan
region.

The disc golf course has a similar draw, but is
not a permanent feature. The course is set up
using portable basket tees every Wednesday,
March through October, by the Atlanta Disc Golf
Organization.The course is also set up occasionally

L.E.A.D.s baseball practice at Perkerson Park

Tennis Courts

Temporary Disc Golf Course
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for tournaments. Since 2007, the course has hosted
5 Professional Disc Golf Association (PDGA) events.
A typical tournament will attract approximately 80
players with an average 15% traveling from outside
the state. Georgia Tech’s disc golf team uses the
course at Perkerson Park as its home course, and
hosted a collegiate tournament in 2010.

Morehouse College also hosts an annual cross
country invitational event in Perkerson Park.
Runners competed in men’s and women'’s divisions
that run over eight and five kilometer on temporary
courses. The event draws colleges and universities
throughout the southeast to Perkerson Park.

In addition to the recreational programs, the park
also host several festivals and events. For instance,
“House in the Park” is a popular festival with
regional appeal.Othereventsinclude Congressman
John Lewis’” “Multicultural Festival” and City
Councilmember Joyce Sheperd’'s “Neighborhood
Night Out.” A park volunteer group, Friends of
Perkerson Park, also organizes park improvement
and cleanup days.

The programs and events listed above are
accessible to the local community but also draw
a significant number of users from beyond the
adjacent neighborhoods. The recreation center,
pavilion, playground, basketball courts, fitness
equipment, paths and trails are mostly utilized by
the surrounding community.

The primary user of Perkerson Park’s Recreation
Centeris an after school program for neighborhood
children attending nearby elementary schools,
kindergarten through fifth grade. The program is
managed through the Department of Recreation,
and “is designed to keep kids active and healthy.”
The program is offered daily from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
at a set cost.

The approximately 3,000 square foot recreation
center is permanently staffed by 1 to 3 workers
depending on specific needs. It is open from 12:00
to 8:00 pm Monday through Friday and rented by
various groups on Saturday. A local church group
rents the building on Sunday. Occasionally, public
and neighborhood meetings are held at the

12
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recreation center.

The center closed briefly from 2008 to 2010 due to
budget constraints. Prior to opening the interior
was renovated, and the recreation center now has
an open multiuse room,a manager’s office, storage
closets and bathrooms on the first floor. A lower
level in the building also contains bathrooms that
are accessible by stairs from the first level and
through exterior doors on the south rear side of
the building facing toward the pavilion.

The existing pavilion serves as a primary hub
for community festivals and events. It is a stone
and wood structure similar in style to other
park pavilions built in Atlanta around the same
time period. The pavilion is approximately 3,000
square feet with a separate covered grill station
and bathroom building. It is a popular amenity
in the park, but is isolated from other facilities.
The recreation center is close to the pavilion, but
circulation routes between these two amenities
are inadequate. Providing better and more direct
pedestrian access between these facilities will
allow the independent amenities to function as
single central node. This may also allow for the
consolidation of vehicular interruptions in the park.

A vehicular drive from the intersection of Deckner
Avenue and Everhart Drive provides access to a
parking lot near the pavilion, and continues south
to the ball field parking lot. Although the driveway
provides direct vehicular access to these amenities,
it also creates conflicts with pedestrians in the park
and isolates the park’s northwest corner. Another
vehicular drive from Deckner Avenue, between
Allene and Desoto Avenues, provides access to the
recreation center parking lot. This drive also creates
pedestrian and vehicular conflicts, but is necessary
to meet the requirements for ADA parking at the
recreation center building. This parking lot could
also serve the pavilionifthe pedestrian connections
referenced above are implemented.

Recreation Center Interior

Internal Park Drive

Stream Meadow
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From the pavilion to south end of the park, a
floodplain parallels the stream. The area is well
shaded with mature trees, but enough filtered sun
light penetrates the canopy to support a passive
lawn. The combination of natural elements in this
section of the park creates a serene and relaxing
setting.

Stone fireplaces spaced throughout the meadow
add a cultural interest because of their historic
character. The fireplaces are similar to those built
by Works Progress Administration (WPA) in other
parks throughout the state.

14

Otherstructuresinthe parkincluding therecreation
center, pavilion, vacant bathroom building and
stream channel share a similar style with WPA
project. However, neither these structures nor the
fireplaces are shown on the 1949 aerial survey
of Perkerson Park. Congress terminated the WPA
program in 1943.

It is likely that the WPA architectural styles carried
over to later park improvement project, but the
park features were not actually constructed under
the WPA program.

The park currently has two vacated structures
that should be refurbished, reprogrammed or

Stone Fireplace
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Sculpture located at recreation center entry drive. Basketball Court (Full)

Pavilion and grill center Basketball Court (Half)

Woodland trails Fitness Equipment
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demolished. The two buildings, an old bathroom
building just north of the ball field parking lot and
a utility shed in the southwest section of the park,
are likely places for illegal activity. If the utility shed
is still functioning, it should be refurbished and
secured with a locking door. If neither building is
functioning or suitable for reprogramming, they
should be demolished.

3.1 Successful Urban Parks

Successful urban parks share the common features
of accessibility, visibility, and management.
Together, these features activate a park and directly
improve safety in and around it.

Accessibility: An ideal park is fronted on all or
most sides by streets.These encourage access from
multiple points and offer routes in and out of the
park.The park entrance should also be welcoming
to attract responsible users.

Visibility: Streets and buildings around a park
increase visibility into and out of the park, effectively
promoting safety through design.

Management: Credible park management ensures
long term use and maintenance, promoting a
healthy and attractive atmosphere. Management
can also deter loiterers.

These features are important to consider in
planning for Perkerson Park because of its urban
setting. If implemented and managed correctly the
recommendations in this master plan could result
in a successful park that serves and benefits the
community. Perkerson Park has the potential to be
one of the best open spaces in the City of Atlanta. |t
is a truly unique park.

3.2 Opportunities and Constraints

The inventory provides the basis for the analysis of
opportunities and issues that drive the conceptual
master plan design. This section analyzes those
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Successful urban parks are surrounded by streets and
buildings that face directly into them .

The image above is a section of Freedom Park in Atlanta.
Photo is courtesy of PATH Foundation.

elements to determine park needs.

Opportunities

Perkerson Park transitioned directly from a family
farm to a city park. Except for the ball fields, the
park’s natural terrain has been well preserved.
There is ample passive open space in the park,and
programmed space accounts for less than one-
third of the total 50 acres. Given its overall size and
large expanse of passive green space, Perkerson
Park is an urban oasis.

Over 7,000 potential users live within walking
distance of the park. These residents are the
potential stewards of Perkerson Park. Developing
a strong relationship with these residents and
neighborhood associations is essential to the park’s
success.

The Atlanta Metropolitan College and Atlanta
Technical College Campuses are within a 5 minute
walking distance. Partnerships and mutually
beneficial programs can be established with these
institutions.

The park is served by several modes of
transportation allowing it to attract additional
users and visitors. Hosting regional scale festivals
and events could increase the park’s popularity
and potential for fund raising.

The mature hardwood trees provide an important
natural asset. Creating arborist events and a self
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guided arbor trail could introduce new visitor to
the park.

Portions of the existing stream could be restored
and used as outdoor classrooms for nearby schools.

Vacant and neglected sites just south of the
park offer an opportunity for park expansion. If
acquired, these parcels would allow for improved
connections to the Sylvan Hills neighborhood.

Constraints

Steep topography will challenge the construction
of a pedestrian path network. However, this
constraint must be resolved to create a unified park.
Sections of the park such as the ball fields and their
users are isolated from other park amenities and
users by a lack of adequate circulation and visibility.
A unified park will promote interaction between
user groups and enhance the overall sense of
safety and security. A complete path system will
add an important amenity and user group that is
currently missing in Perkerson Park. It is important
for the path to traverse all section of the park and
provide connections to all amenities. Lighting
along the path will ensure that active areas within
the park are visible at night. Path users typically
use the entire system, and sometimes perceived
as patrolling citizens. This will help to improve the
perception of safety and security.

Access is limited along the south and west
boundaries due to a continuous private property
boundary and overgrown invasive plants. During
the community input process, residents along these
streets voiced their desire to maintain the current
conditions. They perceive the park as a primary
generator of crime in the neighborhood. Although
data from the City of Atlanta Police department
suggest their perception is not accurate, the
neighbors feel strongly about this topic and wish to
maintain the existing barriers between themselves
and the park. Planning efforts should focus on
enhancing the park and its existing amenities to
attract even more positive users and residents to
spend time in the park.This may ultimately change
neighborhood perceptions allowing park officials
to create active public edges and entries along the
park’s south and west boundary.

During this planning process, the City of Atlanta
Police Department prepared a CPTED (Crime
Prevention Through Environmental Design)
Evaluation of Perkerson Park. The full report is
attached to this document. In summary, the report
concluded the following items;

o Perkerson Park has positive attributes that
promote safety for the citizens of the area.

o Most of the concerns for any safety issues
are related to the lack of adequate lighting
throughout the park.

o Issues pertaining to the landscape which
provides scenery for the park also provide
concealment and routes for criminal behavior.

o Most of the concerns can be alleviated with
simply providing enough lighting throughout
the park, and continuing to keep the grounds
maintained.

In additions to these observations, the planning
team also noted that vehicular access to the ball
fields, pavilion and recreation center conflict with
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pedestrian circulation in the park. The ball fields
and recreation center need close vehicular access,
but the current configuration of drives in the park
creates conflicts between pedestrian park users and
vehicles. This is a potentially dangerous scenario
that needs to be resolved to create a successful and
safe park environment.

3.3 Summary of Community Input

Community members helped guide the planning
process to ensure that park improvements reflect
local needs. The planning team held two public
meetings to solicit input on the park.To ensure a
strong attendance, meetings were scheduled to
align with existing Study Group meetings dates.
Study Group meetings are held regularly as part of
the ongoing BeltLine planning process. Flyers with
park planning information and meeting dates were
also distributed at neighborhood meetings.

Each public meeting included a brief presentation
of plan concepts followed by breakout sessions
where smaller groups of participants could
discuss different aspects of the park and the
planned improvements. The discussions were
loosely formatted so that each group focused on
similar topics. A planning team member at each
table moderated the discussion and took notes.
A handout was also distributed for participant to
provide written comments.

Attached to this document are meeting notes from

Members of the planning team including city officials
walked the disc golf course with members of the Atlanta
Disc Golf Association to gain a better understanding of
potential user conflicts..
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Presentation of draft concept plan at public meeting on
July 28,2012.
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each of the public meetings.

In addition to the public meetings, a community
survey was posted online. The survey results were
presented at the final public meeting, and were
used to steer park planning decisions. 290 people
participated in the survey,and the complete results
are included in the appendix of this report.

4.1 Concept Process

Three concepts were developed to assist planners
and the community in understanding potential
park elements and their spatial relationship
to existing park features. These concepts were
important in gathering feedback and determining
final recommendations.

Summaries of the options are presented below.

Preferred elements from each plan, as well as
additional elements and suggestions provided
during the public process, were incorporated into
the final Master Plan.

Theconceptshavesimilarlayoutsduetothe physical
properties of the park site. Pedestrian circulation
systems respond to existing topography and take
similar routes. The primary difference between the
concepts is park expansion, access and the design
of park edges.

4.2 Concept Plan, Option A

Concept Plan A proposes park expansion onto
existing vacant parcels adjacent to the park’s
southeast boundary. It also proposes a new
neighborhood pocket park and pedestrian
entry from Cahoon Street that would require
the acquisition of eight existing properties. An
extension of Beatie Avenue to Cahoon Street
and an extension of Belmont Avenue to Caspan
Street would create active public edges along the
expanded park area.

To activate the western edge of the park Concept

A proposes an extension of Fairbanks Street from
Deckner Avenue to Blossom Street. Existing dead
end streets, Belfast Street, Burchill Street and
Blossom Streets, would tie into the proposes
Fairbanks Street extension. It would connect to the
existing ball field parking lot, and allow removal of
the existing internal park drive. This would reduce
pedestrian and vehicular conflicts in the park.

The planning team and city officials believed this
modification to the park would greatly improve
the security and safety for all park users and for the
adjacent neighborhoods. A document prepared
by the U.S. Department of Justice titled, “Dealing
With Crime and Disorder in Urban Parks,” supports
this recommendation. However, residents living
on the three dead end streets felt strongly that
the proposed Fairbanks Street extension would
increase crime in their neighborhood by giving
criminal elements in the park easier access to their
streets. Statistical crime data for this area does not
support their perceptions of the park. There is a
relatively high level of crimein the area,but the data
shows less crime in Perkerson Park in comparison
to the surrounding neighborhoods.

The planning team and city officials presented this
data to the neighborhood in a second attempt to
convince them that the proposed Fairbanks Street
extension could improve safety and security in the
park and neighborhood. However, residents felt
strongly that the proposed street would increase
criminal activity in the neighborhood. Respecting
their opinion, the proposed street was removed
from the final master plan.

Striped parallel parking along Deckner Avenue,
Belmont Avenue and all new streets would provide
additional parking for park users,and would provide
parking for community festivals and events.

A greatly expanded pedestrian circulation system
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is proposed to provide connectivity to different
park amenity areas. A permanent disc golf course,
new splash pad and additional basketball courts
are also part of the proposed improvements.

Stream restorations including the creation of
riparian buffers, invasive species removal and land
erosion mitigation measures are a priority for all
concept plans.

4.3 Concept Plan, Option B

Concept Plan B proposes park expansion onto
existing vacant parcels adjacent to the park’s
southeast boundary. It also proposes a new
pedestrian entry from Cahoon Street that would
require the acquisition of one existing single family
home.

No new streets are proposed in this option,and the
existing internal park drive would remain in place
to provide access to the ball field parking lot.

An expanded pedestrian circulation system is
proposed to provide connectivity to different park
amenity areas. A permanent disc golf course, new
splash pad, playground expansion and additional
basketball courts are also part of the proposed
improvements.

Concept B also proposes to add new multipurpose
sports and play fields by removing portions of the
existing ball field fence. Temporary fences would
be required during baseball and softball seasons.

Stream restorations including the creation of
riparian buffers, invasive species removal and land
erosion mitigation measures are a priority for all
concept plans.

4.4 Concept Plan, Option C

Concept Plan C is the lease aggressive plan and
proposes the fewest changes to the park with no
land acquisitions.

An expanded pedestrian circulation system is
proposed to provide connectivity to different park

View from Allene Avenue towards the proposed splash pad.

View of expansion area to the southeast.

Typical park circulation path with lighting.
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5.0 Master Plan

amenity areas.

A new pedestrian bridge will provide access to
Sylvan Hills neighborhood.This connection uses an
existing right-of-way, and no property acquisitions
are required.

A permanent disc golf course, new splash pad and
expanded playground are also part of the proposed
improvements.
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5.1 Overview

The final concept plan evolved through the public
input process. It combines ideas from each of the
concept options described in the previous section
with ideas that developed through discussions with
the community and with various steering groups.

This section includes a detailed description of each
of the plan components.

Invasive Species Removal

Invasive plant materials including Chinese Privet,
Kudzu and English Ivy can be found throughout
the park. They are heavily concentrated in the
woodland understory, along the stream corridor
and along the park edges.Removinginvasive plants
from these areas is a priority park improvement.

Woodland: removing invasive plants will improve
visual access into the woodlands, and encourage

Walking trail through restored woodlands.
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additional park amenities such as walking trails.

Park edges: removing invasive plants will improve
visual access into the park increasing the overall
sense of safety and security.

Steam corridor: removing invasive plants and
replacing them with native species in a riparian
buffer zone will enhance the aesthetic qualities of
the stream, improve water quality and stabilize the
stream banks.

Woodland Restoration

With a cleared understory, the woodland area is
an ideal location for disc golf, walking trails and
an arboretum. Trails will be constructed of soft
surface materials such as mulch, crushed granite or
stabilized soil. Timber steps or switch backs may be
required in steep areas. In these areas, trails should
follow the National Park Service's “Handbook for
Trail Design, Construction and Maintenance.”

Tree markers will be installed in the woodland area
and throughout the park to identify the scientific
and common names of various trees.These markers
will match the style of those already installed
throughout Sylvan Hills neighborhood.

Soil Erosion Management

Soil erosion is a significant issue in Perkerson
Park. Park managers should take immediate short
term actions to correct this problem, and develop
long term strategies that balance park uses with

Example of tree marker.

PERKERSON PARK MASTER PLAN, ADOPTED JUNE 18,2012



Restored woodlands with natural understory.

Typical stream bank stabilization and restoration techniques.

Typical erosion control and slope stabilization techniques.

preservation of the natural terrain. Below are
recommendations for both short and long term
erosion control practices.

Short Term Erosion Management

Park managers are currently using fiber rolls in
some of the eroded areas. However, these devises
should be used in conjunction with other erosion
control practices to successfully stabilize the soil.
Below is a summary of erosion control devises and
techniques that can be utilized in Perkerson Park.

Fiber rolls help to slow, filter,and spread overland
flows. This helps to prevent erosion and minimizes
rill and gully development. Fiber rolls also help
reduce sediment loads to receiving waters by
filtering runoff and capturing sediments.

Erosion control blankets provide a mechanically
stabilized form of immediate cover. They are an
effective barrier against both the detachment and
transportation phases of the erosion process until
vegetation or reinforced vegetation assumes this
function. Erosion control blankets should be used
in areas of severe erosion where current efforts
have failed, and where erosions threaten the park’s
natural environment and terrain.

Turf reinforcement nets are a nylon product that
supplements nature’s own erosion control system
by reinforcing plant root systems.As the roots grow,
they become entwined within the open matrix,
creating a more stable cover. Turf reinforced mats
should be used in areas where a lawn is required to
support park functions.

Organic soil amendments are designed to boost
the fertility and vitality of soils. These amendments
increase soil moisture infiltration and retention,
improve nutrient uptake by plants and stimulate
germination and growth.Organic soil amendments
are recommended for all areas where long term
vegetation is desirable to support park functions.

Native grass seeds contain varieties of both warm
and cool season grasses, various legumes, forbs
and wildflowers. They can be used in conjunction
with other erosion control devises to improve
aesthetics of short term management strategies.
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They are appropriate for natural areas of the park
where active and passive uses are limited.

Long Term Erosion Management

Lawns should be abandoned in areas where
they struggle to grow and replaced with a more
natural woodland groundcover. The groundcover
treatment can vary to correspond with patterns of
use. Areas with significant levels of pedestrian use
should remain relatively open. Mulch with sparsely
planted understory trees and low growing shrubs
would be appropriate. Less heavily used areas and
areas with steeper terrain should be planted with a
denser mix of understory trees and shrubs.In areas
where lawns are required or desired to support
particular uses, the tree canopy should be thinned
or pruned to ensure lawns receive adequate levels
of sunlight.

Stream Restoration

There are two streams in Perkerson Park and
both require restoration. The primary stream is a
continuous flowing tributary in the South River
basin.The secondary stream has intermittent flows
that feed into the primary stream just south of
the pavilion. Both streams daylight from culvert
structures in the north end of the park along
Deckner Avenue.
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The source of water for each of these streams is a
vast municipal storm water conveyance system
draining a large urban area with several industrial
sites. Eliminating nonpoint source pollutants in
this urban area could be accomplished through
a comprehensive stormwater quality program
requiring mechanical or biological filtration of
runoff before it enters the municipal conveyance
system.

To immediately improve stream quality, the
plan recommends installing mechanical storm
water filtration chambers at the existing culverts
near the intersection of Deckner Avenue and
Fairbanks Street. A flow-through structure using
hydrodynamic separators (HDS) to remove
suspended solids, pollutants and other debris
through gravitational trapping would be suitable
for this application.

In addition to these stormwater management
practices, a riparian buffer should be added along
each of the stream corridors. The buffer will be
planted with native vegetation in accordance
with the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation
Commission’s “Guidelines for Stream Bank
Restoration.” The buffer width will vary to
correspond to adjacent park uses and physical
features.

Restored riparian buffer in Eubanks Park, Atlanta.

PERKERSON PARK MASTER PLAN, ADOPTED JUNE 18,2012



The primary stream should remain channelized, but
the channel should not be repaired and replaced as
it deteriorates over time. Instead, failing sections of
the channel walls should be removed and replaced
with a more natural stream bank.

The intermittent stream banks require significant
mitigation.There are obvious signs of general bank
scour, toe erosion and upper bank failure. Stream
bankrestoration effortsshouldincludeinput,design
and engineering from a professional consultant
specializing in this area. Restoration efforts should
also follow recommendations from the Georgia Soil

and Water Conservation Commission'’s “Guidelines
for Stream Bank Restoration.”

Street Parking

Deckner and Beatie Avenues are currently wide
enough to accommodate striped parallel parking
along the park side without impeding existing
traffic patterns. This short term modification, will
help mitigate parking issues associated with park
events and improve access to the park. To add this
parking, the speed limit on Deckner Avenue will be

Proposed parallel parking along Deckner Avenue.

View along Deckner Avenue. Current street width is approximately 30 feet.
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reduced from 35 to 30 miles per hour.

The long term vision for Deckner Avenue includes
parking along both sides of the street with bulbouts
at each intersection.

The bulbouts will help slow traffic and improve
pedestrian access to the park. A new sidewalk
is proposed along the park sides of Deckner and
Beatie Avenues. This will also improve park access
and require minimal encroachment into the park.

Proposed streets along the park expansion should
be designed with parallel parking on both sides.
This will add to the park’s current parking capacity
allowing community festivals and events to occur
with lessimpact on the surrounding neighborhood.

Pedestrian Network

A complete pedestrian path system will add an
important amenity and user group that is currently
missing in Perkerson Park. Sections of the park
such as the ball fields and their users are isolated
from other park amenities and users by a lack of
adequate circulation and visibility. A unified park
will promote interaction between user groups and
enhance the overall sense of safety and security. It is
important for the path to traverse all sections of the
park and provide connections to all amenities. New
bridge crossings will greatly improve connections
between the east and west sides of the park.

The majority of paths will be paved surface multi-
use trails constructed of concrete or pervious
concrete depending on subsurface conditions.
The trail widths vary from 8 to 10 feet depending
on their location and expected level of use. Final
trail widths should be determined during the
design phase. The trails will follow ADA guidelines
and provide ADA compliant circulation to park
amenities.

As mention above, woodland trails will be
constructed of soft surface materials such as mulch,

New circulation paths and pedestrian gateways provide
improved access to the park and better connectivity
between park amenities.
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Typical pedestrian gateway.
Photo taken from Piedmont Park in Atlanta.

Muld Use Paths
Connect Tennis Courts
o Recreadon Canter

and Pavilion

Weedlana
Wellding)

Tirafls

PERKERSON PARK MASTER PLAN, ADOPTED JUNE 18,2012



crushed granite or stabilized soil.

New Pedestrian Gateways

Multiple pedestrian gateways are identified on
the final concept plan. Gateways are proposed in
both existing and expanded areas of the park.They
serve as physical entries into the park and present
opportunities for signage, monuments and iconic
statements.

A major gateway and pedestrian promenade will
begin at the intersection of Deckner and Allene
Avenues. The promenade will be lined with trees,
lights and seating. It will extend from Deckner
Avenue through the splash pad area, along
playground, and down to the pavilion. The new
promenade will serve as linear plaza through the
active hub of the park.It also provides direct access
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Opening day for new splash pad at Perkerson Park.
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between the recreation center and pavilion.

Splash Pad

A new splash pad has recently been built near the
existing playground. As mentioned previously in
this report, the splash pad was funded and ready
for installation at the beginning of this master
plan process. The splash pad design and location
were coordinated with the park planning efforts. A
new bathroom building is directly adjacent to the
splash pad.

Playground Expansion

The existing playground is a popular amenity. The
current equipment is most suitable for children
ages 2 to 10. Expanding the playground area and
adding additional equipment will greatly improve
its level of service.

Disc Golf Course

A new permanent 18 hole disc golf course is
proposed in Perkerson Park. As mentioned
previously in the report, the disc golf course
baskets are funded and ready for installation.
Due to user conflicts with existing and proposed
amenities, the permanent disc golf course will
not follow the current temporary alignment. The
planning team coordinated the new course layout
with representatives from the Atlanta Disc Golf
Organization. Several holes will now be located in
the woodland area, but will not be installed until
funding is available to clear the understory.

Each disc golf hole will have a poured concrete tee
pad and signage with general information about
the hole. A practice tee and information kiosk will
be located in the stream meadow just south of the
pavilion. Where feasible disc golf tees and greens
should connect to the overall park circulation
system. These connections can be simple mulch
paths. Course signs should encourage disc golfers
to use the permanent paths to reduce compaction
and impacts to natural areas.

Event Lawn

A new event lawn is proposed near the intersection
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Typical disc golf course.

Typical event lawn setup for community festival and concert.

Basketball court with seat walls, landscape and shade trees.
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of Deckner and Beatie Avenues. At 40,520 square
feet (just under an acre), the event lawn will support
community events and neighborhood festivals. A
dedicated stage is located at the lower end of the

event lawn suggesting a natural outdoor theatre.

However, the lawn will not have designated seating
areas or a defined theatre shape. It will adhere to
the existing terrain. The event lawn is intended to
function as a passive recreational area on a daily
basis.

Basketball Court Improvements

Add seat walls and gathering areas to the existing
courts. Landscape areas and canopy trees will be
provided to enhance the visual aesthetics and
provide shade on the court. Tables and benches

will also be provided for seating and comfort.

Litter and recycling containers will be provided to
promote a clean park environment.

[Pedestrian
. a3
Promenade Drop-off

Bpand Plaza
Around Pevilion

Recreation Center Parking Lot Improvements

Add a turnaround and drop-off area in front of the
existing recreation center. Restripe the parking
lot for maximum efficiency and delineate new
ADA parking spots with adequate signage. New
sidewalks will improve pedestrian circulation and
diminish vehicular conflicts.

Pavilion Improvements

Rearation Canter

The existing pavilion is a popular amenity in Perk-

New Parlding Lot
lestriam

Acle Twe New Bathroom
Tennis Court Building
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erson Park. It hosts several community events and
gatherings throughout the year. To better facilitate
these events, the master plan proposes to expand
the existing plaza around the entire pavilion. New
stairs and ADA ramp will provide direct access

to the recreation center bathrooms. Removing the
existing parking lot and bathroom building will also
provide additional open space directly adjacent to
the pavilion.

Tennis Court Improvements

Two new courts and a bathroom building will be
added to the existing tennis court facility.A practice

wall will also be added to one of the new courts.

The existing courts will be resurfaced to match
seamlessly with new courts. USTA color scheme
should be used on the new courts. Replace the

existing fence with a vinyl coated chain link fence.

A new parking lot and pedestrian entry plaza from
Beatie Avenue will greatly improve access to the
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courts.

Ball Field Improvements

The existing large baseball field will be upgraded
to a stadium facility. It will include a new field house
with press box, bathrooms and concessions. The
existing bleachers will be replaced with stadium
style seating built to resemble a small collegiate
style stadium.

Existing building at the two smaller fields will be
renovated to included bathrooms and concession.

Stadium style baseball field.
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Shade trees will be added around the bleacher Claire Drive
area and the plazas will be enhanced to improve
circulation and increase seating area.

The outfield fences at the two smaller fields will be
converted to removable temporary fences. This will
make the fields more versatile and allow additional
sports programs to use the fields outside of - New Street
baseball season.

Beatie Avenue
Belmont Avenue

The existing parking lot will be reconfigured for
improved efficiency and circulation. New sidewalks
will provide better access to the fields and
basketball courts.

Exercise Equipment

The existing exercise equipment is a popular
amenity. It is located directly adjacent to the ball
fields in an area with limited space and few existing

Paree] 2

shade trees. This master plan proposes canopy \?"% 3
shade structures to be installed over the exercise % @6
equipment. c{-‘, g v
Park Expansion g
2
The plan identifies three vacant parcels well suited S x

for park expansion. The parcels are just south of &°

the existing park boundary, and would extend 042\00

the park to Casplan Street near the intersection of

Metropolitan Parkway. The total park expansion

area is roughly 10.5 acres, and the following is a

brief description of each parcel:

Parcel #1 Vacant duplex homes on Cahoon Street,

site of proposed pocket park.
Acres: 0.85

Owner:Knox Enterprises

Description: A wooded parcel with no existing
street access. The parcel is bisected by the existing
stream and covered with Kudzu.

Parcel #2

Acres:8.78

Owner: Atlanta Board of Education

Description: Partially wooded stream valley with

35
PERKERSON PARK MASTER PLAN, ADOPTED JUNE 18,2012 -]




steep side slopes. The parcel is bisected by the
existing stream and covered with Kudzu.The parcel
is adjacent to an existing school bus facility.

Parcel #3
Acres:0.74

Owner: Perkerson Woods Apartments (affiliated
with Knox Enterprises)

Description: A wooded hillside bound by private
homes along Cahoon Street to the west and the
Atlanta Board of Education property (parcel 2) to
the east.The parcel has no existing street access.

Each of these parcels is vacant and not well suited
for development. Steep terrain, limited access and
stream setback requirements would prevent almost
any type residential or commercial development
on this land. Extending the park in this area would

Cahoon Street

Cahoen Stre
Podkat Pank

N\
\’o“o(\s 3
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add needed green space in the City of Atlanta, and
improve connections to Sylvan Hill neighborhood.

Cahoon Street Pocket Park

As currently shown on the concept plan,the Cahoon
Street Pocket Park will require the acquisition
of 8 residential parcels. The parcels are currently
occupied by 4 duplex homes. At the time of this
report, the homes appeared to be vacant.

The Cahoon Street Pocket Park is roughly 1.5 acres
and serves as a new gateway to Perkerson Park
from the Sylvan Hills neighborhood. Plans for this
area include an extension of Beatie Avenue to
Cahoon Street improving vehicular and pedestrian
access to the park, and creating an active edge to
the overall park expansion area.
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The Cahoon Street Pocket Park is intended to be
a passive neighborhood green space. A specific
program for the park is not identified in this report,
but should be developed in coordination with the
neighborhood at a later date.

Street Extensions

Existing public streets will be extended to provide
active public edges to the expanded park areas.
Beatie Avenue will be extended to Cahoon Street.
This extension requires a new bridge to span
over the park and stream. Belmont Avenue will
be extended to Caspan Street along the edge of
the Atlanta Board of Education bus facility. A new
street will connect Beatie and Belmont Avenues at
the north end of the park expansion.The proposed
streets will have parallel parking, pedestrian
sidewalks, street trees and lighting. Entry plazas at
the intersections will improve pedestrian access
to the park.These new streets will create an active

edge to the overall park expansion area.

6.1 Phasing

The master plan described here is a vision
for creating a long term management and
revitalization plan for Perkerson Park.The plan has
been developed to address the needs of current
and future users, both from the local community
and from Atlanta as a whole.

Given that full implementation of the master plan
will take time to achieve, overall improvements will
be phased according to their level of importance.
Phasing and priority will likely change with the
availability of funding sources. Because of this,
there is no long term phasing strategy associated
with this master plan.

However, the planning team recommend that
immediate park maintenance needs such as
invasive species removal and soil erosion control

should be top priorities. The stream restoration
projects are also important to provide a healthy
park environment.

In terms of amenities, Perkerson Park is currently
missing a complete circulation system. This feature
is critical for a number of reasons outlined in the
report. Most importantly, a complete pedestrian
network will promote interaction between user
groups and enhance the overall sense of safety and
security. The implementation of this system will
have a lasting positive impact on the park, and we
recommend that it becomes a top implementation
priority.

The funded splash pad and initial disc golf course
investments are likely to be the first two amenity
items added to Perkerson Park.The splash pad and
the golf course are scheduled for construction in
2012.

Park restoration projects such as invasive species removal
and general clean up can be accomplished by organizing
local or neighborhood volunteer efforts.
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Allothermaster planrecommendations should beimplementedas specificsources of fundingbecomeavailable.

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Cost
Invasive Plant Removal - Woodlands 10 | Acre $1,000.00 $9,800.00
Invasive Plant Removal - West Park Boundary 1| Acre $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Invasive Plant Removal - Primary Stream Channel 1| Acre $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Invasive Plant Removal - Intermitten Stream Corridor 1| Acre $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Invasive Plant Removal - Miscellaneous Park Areas 1| Acre $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Invasive Plant Removal - Park Expansion 11 | Acre $1,000.00 $11,300.00
Category Total $25,100.00
Mulch Walking Trails 20,000 | Square Feet $2.50 $50,000.00
Tree Markers 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Park Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Litter Receptacles 1 | Allowance $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Dog Waste Receptacles 1 | Allowance $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Lighting 1 | Allowance $20,000.00 $20,000.00
Category Total $82,000.00

Park Restoration - Soil Erosion Management (Typical Short Term Controls Cost per Acre)

Fiber Rolls (30’ Spacing) 1| Acre $3,000.00 $3,000.00
Erosion Control Blankets 1| Acre $10,000.00 $10,000.00
Turf Reinforcement Nets 1| Acre $2,000.00 $2,000.00
Organic Soil Amendments (2" Depth) 1| Acre $7,000.00 $7,000.00
Native Grass Seeds 1| Acre $2,000.00 $2,000.00

Category Total $2,000.00
Lawn Removal 1| Acre $4,000.00 $4,000.00
Organic Soil Amendments (2" Depth) 1| Acre $7,000.00 $7,000.00
Mulch Groundcover 1| Acre $10,000.00 $10,000.00
Native Plant Understory 1| Acre $80,000.00 $80,000.00

Category Total $101,000.00

Park Restoration - Soil Erosion Management (Long Term Lawn Restoration)

Thin Existing Canopy 1| Acre $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Turf Top Dressing 1| Acre $2,000.00 $2,000.00
Aeration 1| Acre $500.00 $500.00
Sprig Bermuda Grass 1| Acre $7,000.00 $7,000.00

Category Total $14,500.00

These sources will likely include grants and partnerships. The tennis courts and ball field improvements are
likely candidates for the City of Atlanta to partner with other agencies to raise funds. Both of these amenities
are used by outside organizations who will benefit from enhancement projects.
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Item Description

Intermittent Stream Restoration

Quantity Unit

Unit Cost

Storm Water Filter Chamber 1 | Lump Sum $150,000.00 $150,000.00
Stream Restoration (Park Expansion Area) 800 | Linear Feet $500.00 $400,000.00
Riparian Buffer 1| Acre $80,000.00 $96,000.00
Park Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $65,100.00 $65,100.00

Category Total $716,100.00

Primary Stream Restoration

Storm Water Filter Chamber 1 | Lump Sum $150,000.00 $150,000.00
Stream Restoration (Inside Structured Channel) 1,900 | Linear Feet $100.00 $190,000.00
Stream Restoration (Park Expansion Area) 1,500 | Linear Feet $250.00 $375,000.00
Riparian Buffer 2 | Acre $80,000.00 $128,000.00
Park Signage 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $84,800.00 $84,800.00

Category Total $932,800.00

Streetscape and Parallel Parking - Deckner Avenue

Grading Complete 1 | Lump Sum $150,000.00 $150,000.00
Parking Stripe (Traffic Paint) 600 | Linear Feet $0.50 $300.00
Crosswalks (Thermoplastic) 800 | Linear Feet $4.00 $3,200.00
New Header Curb 2,050 | Linear Feet $50.00 $102,500.00
New Asphalt (Parallel Parking) 5,450 | Square Feet $4.00 $21,800.00
Concrete Sidewalk 15,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $75,000.00
Concrete Driveway Apron 1,300 | Square Feet $7.00 $9,100.00
Pedestrian Lights 30 | Each $5,000.00 $150,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Landscape Strip 5,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $25,000.00
Street Trees 45 | Each $300.00 $13,500.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $112,080.00 $112,080.00

Category Total $522,480.00
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Item Description

Quantity Unit

Unit Cost

Streetscape and Parallel Parking - Beatie Avenue

Grading Complete 1 | Lump Sum $150,000.00 $150,000.00
Parking Stripe 400 | Linear Feet $0.50 $200.00
New Header Curb 1,720 | Linear Feet $50.00 $86,000.00
New Asphalt (Parallel Parking) 9,290 | Square Feet $4.00 $37,160.00
Concrete Sidewalk 16,650 | Square Feet $5.00 $83,250.00
Concrete Driveway Apron 750 | Square Feet $7.00 $5,250.00
Pedestrian Lights 20 | Each $5,000.00 $100,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Landscape Strip 1,600 | Square Feet $5.00 $8,000.00
Street Trees 40 | Each $300.00 $12,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $98,372.00 $98,372.00

Category Total $440,232.00

Streetscape and Parallel Parking - Belmont Avenue Extension

Grading Complete 1 | Lump Sum $500,000.00 $500,000.00
Retaining Wall 870 | Linear Feet $250.00 $217,500.00
Parking Stripe (Traffic Paint) 600 | Linear Feet $0.50 $300.00
Crosswalks (Thermoplastic) 30 | Linear Feet $4.00 $120.00
New Header Curb 2,000 | Linear Feet $50.00 $100,000.00
New Asphalt (Street & Parallel Parking) 38,000 | Square Feet $4.00 $152,000.00
Concrete Sidewalk 22,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $110,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 30 | Each $5,000.00 $150,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Landscape Strip 1,200 | Square Feet $5.00 $6,000.00
Street Trees 50 | Each $300.00 $15,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $252,184.00 $252,184.00

Category Total $1,513,104.00

Streetscape and Bridge - Beatie Avenue Bridge Extension

Grading Complete 1 | Lump Sum $300,000.00 $300,000.00
New Vehicular Bridge 170 | Linear Feet $10,000.00 $1,700,000.00
Crosswalks (Thermoplastic) 250 | Linear Feet $4.00 $1,000.00
New Header Curb 900 | Linear Feet $50.00 $45,000.00
New Asphalt (Street) 10,300 | Square Feet $4.00 $41,200.00
Concrete Sidewalk 7,150 | Square Feet $5.00 $35,750.00
Pedestrian Lights 20 | Each $5,000.00 $100,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Landscape Strip 2,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $10,000.00
Street Trees 20 | Each $300.00 $6,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $449,790.00 $449,790.00

Category Total $2,698,740.00
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Item Description

Quantity Unit

Streetscape and Parallel Parking - New Street Between Beatie and Belmont Avenues

Unit Cost

Grading Complete 1| Lump Sum $150,000.00 $150,000.00
Retaining Wall 260 | Linear Feet $250.00 $65,000.00
Parking Stripe (Traffic Paint) 160 | Linear Feet $0.50 $80.00
Crosswalks (Thermoplastic) 100 | Linear Feet $4.00 $400.00
New Header Curb 680 | Linear Feet $50.00 $34,000.00
New Asphalt (Street & Parallel Parking) 10,400 | Square Feet $4.00 $41,600.00
Concrete Sidewalk 5,200 | Square Feet $5.00 $26,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 10 | Each $5,000.00 $50,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Landscape Strip 500 | Square Feet $5.00 $2,500.00
Street Trees 20 | Each $300.00 $6,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $77,116.00 $77,116.00
Category Total | $462,696.00

Streetscape - Casplan Street

Grading Complete 1 | Lump Sum $150,000.00 $150,000.00
Retaining Wall 300 | Linear Feet $250.00 $75,000.00
Crosswalks (Thermoplastic) 100 | Linear Feet $4.00 $400.00
Concrete Sidewalk 12,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $60,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 40 | Each $5,000.00 $200,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Landscape Strip 7,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $35,000.00
Street Trees 50 | Each $300.00 $15,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $109,080.00 $109,080.00

Category Total $654,480.00

Pedestrian Network and Gateways

Grading Complete 1 | Lump Sum $200,000.00 $200,000.00
Concrete Paths and Plazas 80,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $400,000.00
Concrete Stair and Cheek Wall 2,000 | Linear Feet $80.00 $160,000.00
Pedestrian Bridges 4 | Each $25,000.00 $100,000.00
Seat Walls 1,000 | Linear Feet $200.00 $200,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 100 | Each $5,000.00 $500,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $100,000.00 $100,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $20,000.00 $20,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $84,000.00 $84,000.00

Category Total $1,764,000.00
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Item Description

Pedestrian Promenade

Quantity Unit

Unit Cost

Grading Complete 1 | Lump Sum $100,000.00 $100,000.00
Concrete Paths and Plazas 6,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $30,000.00
Concrete Stair and Cheek Wall 1,000 | Linear Feet $80.00 $80,000.00
Seat Walls 500 | Linear Feet $200.00 $100,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 15 | Each $5,000.00 $75,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $20,000.00 $20,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Trees 30 | Each $300.00 $9,000.00
Landscape 11,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $55,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $23,700.00 $23,700.00
Category Total | $497,700.00

Playground Expansion

Additional Play Equipment 1 | Lump Sum $200,000.00 $200,000.00
New Mulch Surfacing 800 | Cubic Yards $50.00 $40,000.00
Seat Walls 500 | Linear Feet $200.00 $100,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 10 | Each $5,000.00 $50,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Trees 20 | Each $300.00 $6,000.00
Landscape 10,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $50,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $45,600.00 $45,600.00

Category Total $501,600.00

Disc Golf Course

Tee Baskets (Includes Practice Basket) 19 | Each $300.00 $5,700.00
Concrete Tee Pads 2,700 | Square Feet $5.00 $13,500.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $20,000.00 $20,000.00

Category Total $44,200.00
Concrete Pad for Stage 1,200 | Square Feet $5.00 $6,000.00
Seat Wall at Stage 80 | Linear Feet $200.00 $16,000.00
Turf Reinforcement Nets 1| Acre $2,000.00 $2,000.00
Aeration 1| Acre $500.00 $500.00
Sprig Bermuda Grass 1| Acre $7,000.00 $7,000.00
Utility Service to Stage 1 | Lump Sum $10,000.00 $10,000.00

Category Total $41,500.00
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Item Description

Basketball Court Improvements - Full Court

Quantity Unit

Unit Cost

Grading Complete 1 | Lump Sum $100,000.00 $100,000.00
Resurface Existing Basketball Court 6,800 | Square Feet $3.00 $20,400.00
Concrete Plaza 1,800 | Square Feet $5.00 $9,000.00
Seat Walls 400 | Linear Feet $200.00 $80,000.00
Terraced Walls 800 [ Linear Feet $250.00 $200,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 10 | Each $5,000.00 $50,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $10,000.00 $10,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Trees 20 | Each $300.00 $6,000.00
Landscape 6,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $30,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $50,640.00 $50,640.00

Category Total $557,040.00

Basketball Court Improvements - Half Court

Resurface Existing Basketball Court 2,100 | Square Feet $3.00 $6,300.00
Concrete Plaza 1,900 | Square Feet $5.00 $9,500.00
Seat Walls 200 | Linear Feet $200.00 $40,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 2 | Each $5,000.00 $10,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Landscape 1,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $5,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $7,680.00 $7,680.00

Category Total $84,480.00

Recreation Center Parking Lot Improvements

Grading Complete 1 | Lump Sum $25,000.00 $25,000.00
Resurface Existing Parking Lot 2,100 | Square Feet $1.50 $3,150.00
Saw Cut and Remove Existing Asphalt / Concrete 3,000 | Square Feet $1.00 $3,000.00
New Header Curb 250 | Linear Feet $50.00 $12,500.00
Parking Stripe (Traffic Paint) 500 | Linear Feet $0.50 $250.00
New Entry Sign Wall 50 | Linear Feet $250.00 $12,500.00
Pedestrian Lights 10 | Each $5,000.00 $50,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $15,000.00 $15,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $2,500.00 $2,500.00
Trees 20 | Each $300.00 $6,000.00
Landscape 5,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $25,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $30,980.00 $30,980.00

Category Total $185,880.00
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Item Description

Quantity Unit

Unit Cost

Pavilion Improvements

Concrete Plaza 12,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $60,000.00
Seat Walls 300 | Linear Feet $200.00 $60,000.00
Pedestrian Bridges 1 | Each $30,000.00 $30,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 10 | Each $5,000.00 $50,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $30,000.00 $30,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Trees 20 | Each $300.00 $6,000.00
Landscape 10,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $50,000.00
Lawn 20,000 | Square Feet $1.00 $20,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $15,550.00 $15,550.00

Category Total $326,550.00

Tennis Court Improvements

Grading Complete 1 | Lump Sum $100,000.00 $100,000.00
Bathroom Building 500 | Square Feet $200.00 $100,000.00
Resurface Existing Tennis Courts 37,000 | Square Feet $3.00 $111,000.00
New Tennis Courts Surface 14,000 | Square Feet $22.00 $308,000.00
New Tennis Court Nets 1 | Lump Sum $5,000.00 $5,000.00
New and Refurbish Tennis Court Lighting 1| Lump Sum $50,000.00 $50,000.00
New Tennis Court Fence (Existing and New Courts) 1,100 | Linear Feet $50.00 $55,000.00
New Tennis Court Practice Wall 1 | Lump Sum $5,000.00 $5,000.00
New Parking Lot Pavement 11,000 | Square Feet $3.00 $33,000.00
New Header Curb 900 | Linear Feet $50.00 $45,000.00
Parking Stripe (Traffic Paint) 400 | Linear Feet $0.50 $200.00
Concrete Plazas and Paths 5,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $25,000.00
Seat Walls 200 | Linear Feet $200.00 $40,000.00
Terraced Walls 800 [ Linear Feet $250.00 $200,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 20 | Each $5,000.00 $100,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $30,000.00 $30,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Trees 30 | Each $300.00 $9,000.00
Landscape 12,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $60,000.00
Lawn 4,000 | Square Feet $1.00 $4,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $128,520.00 $128,520.00

Category Total $1,413,720.00
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Item Description

Quantity Unit

Unit Cost

Ball Field Improvements

Grading Complete 1| Lump Sum $100,000.00 $100,000.00
Renovate Concessions Building 2 | Each $50,000.00 $100,000.00
New Field House Building (Stadium Field) 1 | Each $1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00
New Stadium Seating 1| Lump Sum $200,000.00 $200,000.00
New Fence (Stadium Field) 1,500 | Linear Feet $30.00 $45,000.00
New Scoreboard (Stadium Field) 1 | Lump Sum $10,000.00 $10,000.00
New Dugouts 2 | Each $10,000.00 $20,000.00
Concrete Plazas and Paths 28,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $140,000.00
Concrete Stair and Cheek Wall (at Woodbourne Drive) 300 | Linear Feet $80.00 $24,000.00
Remove Existing Chainlink Fence 1,000 | Linear Feet $1.00 $1,000.00
Removal Outfield Fence 1,000 | Linear Feet $60.00 $60,000.00
Parking Lot Resurfacing 23,000 | Square Feet $3.00 $69,000.00
New Header Curb 750 | Linear Feet $50.00 $37,500.00
Parking Stripe (Traffic Paint) 0 | Linear Feet $0.50 $0.00
Retaining Walls along Parking Lot 225 | Linear Feet $200.00 $45,000.00
Drop Off / Turnaround Pavement 2,000 | Square Feet $3.00 $6,000.00
Drop Off / Turnaround New Header Curb 300 | Linear Feet $50.00 $15,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 40 | Each $5,000.00 $200,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $50,000.00 $50,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $15,000.00 $15,000.00
Trees 60 | Each $300.00 $18,000.00
Landscape 16,000 | Square Feet $5.00 $80,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 | Allowance $223,550.00 $223,550.00

Category Total $2,459,050.00
Shade Canopies 4 | Each $5,000.00 $20,000.00
Pedestrian Lights Each $5,000.00 $10,000.00
Furnishings 1 | Allowance $2,000.00 $2,000.00
Signs 1 | Allowance $500.00 $500.00
Landscape 500 | Square Feet $5.00 $2,500.00

Category Total $35,000.00
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Item Description

Unit Cost

Quantity Unit

Cahoon Street Pocket Park

Grading Complete 1 Lump Sum $200,000.00 $200,000.00
Perimeter Fence 800 Linear Feet $50.00 $40,000.00
Concrete Plazas and Paths 5,000 Square Feet $5.00 $25,000.00
Seat Walls 100 Linear Feet $200.00 $20,000.00
New Header Curb (Cahoon Street) 500 Linear Feet $50.00 $25,000.00
Pedestrian Lights 10 Each $5,000.00 $50,000.00
Furnishings 1 Allowance $50,000.00 $50,000.00
Signs 1 Allowance $10,000.00 $10,000.00
Turf 45,000 Square Feet $1.00 $45,000.00
Trees 30 Each $300.00 $9,000.00
Landscape 10,000 Square Feet $5.00 $50,000.00
Design and Engineering Fees 1 Allowance $52,400.00 $52,400.00

Category Total $576,400.00
Parcel 1 1 Lump Sum $22,300.00 $22,300.00
Parcel 2 1 Lump Sum $83,900.00 $83,900.00
Parcel 3 1 Lump Sum $3,400.00 $3,400.00

Category Total $109,600.00

The needs of adjacent neighborhoods should also be a factor when prioritizing park improvement projects.

These communities should be consulted during future planning and design for Perkerson Park.

Thefollowing sectionincludes a Rough Order of Magnitude Cost for different parkimprovement and expansion
projects. It is intended to be a general guide of expected cost. More detailed cost will need to be developed

along with the implementation of each project.

6.2 Rough Order of Magnitude Cost by Park Area

Cost for soil erosion management control is provided above on a per acre basis. The exact extent of mitigation will be

determined at a later date. Erosion control approaches may vary and overlap to meet specific site needs.

Parcel cost are based on 2010 Market Value, and the information was provided by the Atlanta Disc Golf Organization.
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