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22           
miles long (35 km) 

2-4          
miles from downtown (3-5 km) 

45       
neighborhoods 

100,000 
people within walking distance 

4-6,000    
acres for redevelopment (2k ha) 
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It takes a Partnership 



Atlanta BeltLine Corridor Design Team 

Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. 
Project Administrator 

Perkins+Will 
Design/Project Lead 

Amec, Inc. 
Lead Engineer and Surveyor 
 

James Corner Field Operations 
Conceptual Design Partner 
 

HDR – Transit Engineer 
 

Stantec Consulting – Roadway Engineer + Surveyor 
 

B&E Jackson Associates – Engineer + Surveyor 
 

Agility Surveying Company – Surveyor 
 

Kimley-Horn Associates – Civil Engineer + PDP 
 

Pond / Ecos – Landscape Architect + PDP 
 

Leni Schwendinger Light Projects – Lighting Designer 
 

Buro Happold – Sustainability Engineer 
 

Biohabitats – Ecologist 
 

Danielle Roney LLC – Public Art Consultant 
 

Morrison Design LLC – Cultural Historian 
 

BCN Consulting – Public Realm O+M Consultant 
 

HR&A – Economics + Operations Strategist 
 

Lord Aeck Sargent Architecture – Preservation Architect 
 

Costing Services Group – Cost Estimator 
 

Panache Communications – Community Engagement Consultant 



ABCD – Analysis 
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ABCD – Design Drivers 
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CHARACTER MULTI-RE-USE THRESHOLD PERFORMANCE PHASED BUILDOUT 



ABCD – Design Framework 

2 3 1 4 5 



ABCD – Preliminary Design 
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ABCD – Future Design Work 
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Atlanta BeltLine Corridor Design 



•Atlanta BeltLine Corridor Design 

•Analysis 
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Mapping 



Research 



Field Work 



Drawing 



Analysis 



•Context Conditions 
•Analysis 



Native Context 



Railroad Context 



Historical Context 



Social Context 



Political Context 



Development Context 



(Un)Natural Context 



Ownership/Use Context 



Physical Context 



•Railroad Conditions 
•Analysis 



Four Belt Lines + Four Connectors 
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Four Connectors 



•Typical Conditions 
•Analysis 



Track Position 



Edges + Adjacencies 



Street Connections 



Natural Systems + Character 



Alignment, Structures + Landform 



Track Tectonics 



•Program 
•Analysis 



Transit 



Trail 



Public Space 



Conditions 

Program 

•Design Drivers 

•Design Framework 

ANALYSIS •DESIGN 



•Design 

•Design Drivers 

Analysis 
Design Drivers 

Design Framework 
Preliminary Design 

Future Design 
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Design Drivers 

CHARACTER MULTI-RE-USE THRESHOLD PERFORMANCE PHASED BUILDOUT 



Design Drivers 

• Interpret and evoke its 
origin as a series o 
railroad corridors; 

• Cultivate its sense of 
adventure, discovery 
and informality; 

• Respect its unique 
landscape and 
historical features. 

CHARACTER 



Design Drivers 

• Transform it for a new 
set of infrastructure 
and a signature public 
meeting ground; 

• Promote both mobility 
and destination; 

• Design for changing 
interpretation of 
spaces and elements 
over time. 

MULTI-RE-USE 



Design Drivers 

• Design a coherent 
public space, 
unchallenged by 
private adjacencies; 

• Convert its back-door 
condition to be more 
fully accessible; 

• Reconcile its goal of 
clarity with confusing 
adjacencies and 
existing conditions. 

THRESHOLD 



Design Drivers 

• Support existing habitat 
and the generation of 
biodiversity; 

• Optimize its 
performance through a 
sustainable approach to 
energy, water, light and 
materials; 

• Where possible, 
contribute to broader 
sustainability goals and 
opportunities beyond its 
right-of-way. 

PERFORMANCE 



Design Drivers 

• Design for 
incremental buildout 
of segments and 
features; 

• Define ecologically 
strategic investments; 

• Ensure that its 
amenities are 
equitably distributed 
and that it will meet 
future demands. 

PHASED BUILDOUT 



•Design 

•Design Framework 
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22 MILES OF VARIETY 
22 MILES OF CONTINUITY 



•22 Miles of Variety 
•Design Framework 



Variety – Existing  



Variety – Existing  



Variety – Proposed  



Variety – Character Rooms 

The Narrows Copenhill Sweep Angier Overlook North de Leon Magnolia Straightaway Kanuga Square 



Variety – “BeltLine Spaces” 



Variety - Landscape 



Canopy 



Canopy - Features 



Canopy – Reforestation Strategies 



Canopy – Character Rooms 



Floor 



Landform 



Landform 



Landform 



Landform 



Landform 



Variety – Lighting 



Variety – Public Art 



Variety – Character Rooms 



Variety – Character Rooms 



Variety – Character Rooms 



Variety – Character Rooms 



•22 Miles of Continuity 
•Design Framework 



Continuity – Existing  



Continuity – Proposed  



Hardscape 



Hardscape 



Bridges 



Walls 



Transit Stations 



Transit Stations 

Concept Studies 



Directional 

Informational 

Regulatory 

Identification 

Signage + Wayfinding 



Signage + Wayfinding 



Signage + Wayfinding 



Development Interface 

Development Intensity 



Development Interface 

Setback + Separation 



Development Interface 

Topographic Adaptations 



Streetscapes 

At-Grade Crossings 



Streetscapes 

Above-Grade Crossings 



Streetscapes 

Below-Grade Crossings 



Design Framework 



•Design 

•Preliminary Design 
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Preliminary Design 



Construction Documents 



September 9, 2012 – not officially open yet (RG) 

Eastside Trail 





Ryan Gravel, AICP, LEED AP 
Perkins+Will 
ryan.gravel@perkinswill.com 

Thanks! 

mailto:ryan.gravel@perkinswill.com

