














 

 

May 22, 2013 

 

Secretary Ray LaHood 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave., S.E. 

Washington, DC  20590 

 

RE: Atlanta Regional Commission support of the City of Atlanta’s application for TIGER discretionary grant 

funding on Federal ID # CSSTP000900396 (Beltline Corridor Multi-Use Trail and Streetscapes Project) 

 

Dear Secretary LaHood, 

 

By this letter, the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) acknowledges the recent application by the City of Atlanta to be 

considered for fiscal year 2013 TIGER Discretionary Grant funding on the Beltline Corridor Multi-Use Trail and 

Streetscapes project. The implementation of this project would result in the construction of a 2.4 mile multiuse trail on a 

segment of unused industrial railway. Numerous connections to adjacent neighborhoods, parks and schools are also 

included within the project’s scope.  

 

In 2011, the ARC Board defined the region’s long term development and transportation investment strategy by adopting 

the PLAN 2040 combined Regional Development Plan (RDP) and Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  ARC staff 

analysis of the applicant’s project finds it accordant with key policies and priorities defined by PLAN 2040, as explained 

below:  

 

 The referenced project is consistent with the RTP’s emphasis on demand management investment strategies, 

which aim to reduce and shorten vehicular trips within the region.  

 

 This project is an essential prerequisite to the future provision of transit service within the same corridor, which is 

referenced in the region’s vision for transit expansion and included in the RTP. 

 

 The project is compatible with the region’s RDP, as the expansion of bicycle and pedestrian connections is a 

principal supportive strategy of the maturing neighborhoods land use area in which the project is wholly situated 

within. 

 

 All phases of this project are currently programmed in the 2012-2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

and can be readily amended to reflect a potential TIGER grant.  

 

Please contact me should there be any questions about ARC’s support of the City of Atlanta’s application for FY 2013 

TIGER Discretionary Grant funding on the Beltline Corridor Multi-Use Trail and Streetscape project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Douglas R. Hooker, P.E. 

Executive Director 
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May 22, 2013 

 

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590  

 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

 

As the President & CEO of Pedestrians Educating Drivers on Safety, Inc. (PEDS), metro 

Atlanta’s pedestrian advocacy organization, I am writing to express my strong support for 

the Atlanta BeltLine Community Connector: Repurposing railroad corridors to 

create livable communities and generate economic recovery project.   
 

In partnership Atlanta BeltLine, Inc., the City of Atlanta submitted this application for the 

National Infrastructure Investments TIGER Discretionary Grants program. 

 

The Atlanta BeltLine has begun transforming the City of Atlanta. The Atlanta BeltLine is 

one of the most comprehensive economic development and mobility efforts ever 

undertaken in the City of Atlanta. It is also the largest, most wide-ranging urban 

redevelopment currently underway in the United States. It will combine greenspace, trails, 

transit, housing, economic development and environmental remediation along 22 miles of 

historic rail segments that encircle the urban core.  

 

Over the past 20 years, metro Atlanta’s growth has occurred in widely spread-out and 

disconnected pockets of development which have strained the region’s quality of life and 

economic growth. By attracting and organizing some of the region’s future growth around 

parks, transit and trails, the Atlanta BeltLine will help change the pattern of regional 

sprawl in the coming decades and lead to a vibrant and livable Atlanta with increased 

levels of active transportation and an enhanced quality of life. 

 

PEDS is partnering with the Atlanta BeltLine to ensure that this important project is 

implemented. PEDS participates in community meetings and provides technical support 

on pedestrian safety and accessibility. 

  

The Atlanta BeltLine trail project Atlanta BeltLine Community Connector: 

Repurposing railroad corridors to create livable communities and generate economic 

recovery application has overwhelming support from local, regional and national partners 

and will serve as a tremendous economic generator. It also has wide and deep support 

from citywide neighborhoods and nearby communities along the Atlanta BeltLine which 

are home to more than 100,000 residents.  

 

Thank you for allowing PEDS to provide this letter of support for the Atlanta BeltLine. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sally Flocks, President & CEO 
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