
 
 
 

COMMUNITY BENEFITS GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

The Guiding Principles are a broad set of principles developed to encourage, influence 
and support the provision of community benefits.  The Community Benefits Guiding 
Principles were developed with input from the community and with input from the 
developer community.  The guiding principles coupled with other implementation 
tools will insure that these principles are promoted in developments over the life of 
the project.   
 
1. MIXED‐INCOME HOUSING 
Housing within the BeltLine TAD should be mixed‐income and built with the highest 
standards for quality and sustainability. LEED, Earth Craft and Energy Star certification is 
desirable whenever possible. A certain number of units should be ADA accessible. 
 
2. TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE 
Encourage alternatives to surface parking lots such as shared parking decks, hidden 
decks, and multi‐storied decks above and below ground. Provide bicycle racks at all new 
developments and facilitate pedestrian movement through improved streetscapes, 
intersections and trails. 
 
3. ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION and CONNECTIVITY 
All development should be pedestrian‐friendly and accommodating to all modes of 
alternative transportation such as bikes, roller blades and wheelchairs. Every effort 
should be made to extend and connect each new development to the BeltLine’s public 
realm with emphasis on this alternative transportation model. Encourage private 
developments to connect with each other, further connecting communities to 
communities. 
 
4. GREEN SPACE and ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
All efforts should be made to preserve existing green space and increase the quantity 
and quality of BeltLine parks. Specific guidelines and practices should be developed to 
utilize Atlanta’s citywide infrastructure of streams and creeks, incorporating them into 
new developments as green space amenities. (For generations, these assets have been 
ignored and exploited as dumping grounds). 
 
5. MULTI‐USE DEVELOPMENT 
Multi‐use development should be encouraged wherever possible and special 
consideration should be given to retaining desirable small businesses and retail 



establishments. Encourage new ventures currently absent from the community such as 
educational institutions, social and medical services and nonprofits. 
 
6. BUSINESS and ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Provide incentives and subsidies to encourage development that will provide unmet 
community services, such as grocery stores, urban farmers markets and pharmacies. 
Encourage employment opportunities for all ages and all levels of skills and experience 
within these new businesses. 
 
7. GREEN BUILDING and GREEN JOBS 
Increase opportunities for new green jobs, particularly by encouraging all new BeltLine 
construction to meet sustainability criteria, such as LEED, Earth Craft or Energy Star 
certification, and incorporate on‐site renewable energy technologies whenever feasible. 
Consider incentives for attaining higher levels of certification such as LEED silver, gold 
and platinum wherever possible. Provide trash and recycling containers in appropriate 
places, particularly in public places. 
 
8. PUBLIC SAFETY 
Provide pedestrian and other lighting to promote safety, while preserving the night sky 
by directing night lighting downward. Whenever possible, incorporate public safety 
services into any development such as police mini‐precincts and allow for designated 
police parking with the precinct. Encourage planning of all new developments to 
incorporate Crime Prevention through Environmental Design principles (CPTED). 
 
9. NEIGHBORHOOD, CIVIC LIFE and PUBLIC GATHERING PLACES 
Whenever possible, encourage developments of a particular size and type to provide 
public gathering places, large and small and make meeting space available to 
neighborhood and civic organizations. Priority should be given to adaptive reuse of 
existing structures already identified as having historic merit. 
 
10. TECHNOLOGY 
In an effort to bridge the digital divide, access to current technology should be 
encouraged in new multi‐family residential developments such as high‐speed internet, 
Wi‐Fi access and other technological advancements as they become prevalent over time. 
 
11. APPEARANCE and UTILITIES 
All development should be encouraged to bury utilities underground and facilitate 
additional beautification measures throughout the BeltLine corridor with an emphasis on 
litter control and removal. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


