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Why is the BeltLine important?

Where is the BeltLine?

What is the BeltLine? 

How is the BeltLine happening?

AGENDA
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How is the BeltLine happening?

What has been done so far?

How can you be involved?

Questions



WHY IS THE BELTLINE 
IMPORTANT?

ATLANTA FACES CHALLENGES

POPULATION GROWTH:  Fastest growing 
metro region in the country since 2000.

TRAFFIC CONGESTION: Hurts air quality, 
quality of life, and economic development.

INSUFFICIENT PARKS:  Lowest percentage of 
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INSUFFICIENT PARKS:  Lowest percentage of 
park space (<4%) among 25 largest U.S. cities. 

UNBALANCED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  
Development has been uneven throughout the 
City, creating disinvestment in some areas.

UNPLANNED GROWTH: Leads to sprawl and 
disconnected pockets of development.

WHY WHERE WHAT HOW UPDATE Q&AYOU



THE BELTLINE WILL

IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE by adding parks and 
trails, improving mobility, enhancing public art, and 
creating walkable communities.

REVITALIZE NEIGHBORHOODS that have not seen 
investment – it is the largest urban redevelopment 
project currently underway in the United States.

WHY IS THE BELTLINE 
IMPORTANT?
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project currently underway in the United States.

CREATE A HEALTHIER CITY with cleaner land, more 
opportunities to exercise, and alternatives to driving.

DRIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH, creating jobs and 
encouraging development, similar to Hartsfield-Jackson 
Atlanta International Airport.

CONNECT ATLANTA’s people, places, and 
communities.

WHY WHERE WHAT HOW UPDATE Q&AYOU



The BeltLine is in the 
heart of metro Atlanta

WHERE IS THE BELTLINE?
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I-85

I-75

Piedmont
Park

Bellwood
Quarry

Water
Works

It creates a necklace 
around the center of 
town

WHERE IS THE BELTLINE?
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I-75/85

I-20

Westview
Cemetery

WHY WHERE WHAT HOW UPDATE Q&AYOU



Trails Transit & Transportation 
Infrastructure

Parks and Arboretum Jobs & Economic 
Development

Key Elements
WHAT IS THE BELTLINE?
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Affordable Workforce 
Housing

Infrastructure

Historic Preservation Streetscapes &
Public Art

Development

Environmental 
Clean-up

WHY WHERE WHAT HOW UPDATE Q&AYOU



Overview

Trails:  33 miles of trails connecting 
parks, businesses, neighborhoods, and 
cultural destinations

New Parks:  Up to 1,300 acres of new 
parks and greenspace

Existing Parks:  Connects and 
improves existing parks 

New Parks and Trails
WHAT IS THE BELTLINE?

New Parks and Trails

I-85I-75

Peachtree 
Ck Park

Waterworks
Park

Colonial 
Park

Ansley Sq.

Piedmont Park
Expansion

Tallulah
Park
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improves existing parks 

Arboretum: 22-mile linear collection of 
trees

WHY WHERE WHAT HOW UPDATE Q&AYOU

I-75/85

I-20

Historic 4 th

Ward Park

Boulevard 
Crossing Park

Intrenchment 
Woods Park

Hillside
Park

Maddox Park

Westside
Reservoir

Park

Glenwood W.
Park
Southside H.S.
Park

Stanton/
Four Corners

Lawton St
Park

Enota Park

Murphy
Crossing Park



I-85

I-75

Overview
Existing rail corridor:  22-mile loop of 
transit using historic railroad corridor

In-town circulator:  2-3 miles from 
downtown, connects 45 neighborhoods

Light rail transit:  Neighborhood-
friendly, can be crossed on foot

Part of integrated transit system:

Transit
WHAT IS THE BELTLINE?
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I-75/85

I-20

Part of integrated transit system:
4 connections with MARTA
2 connections with Peachtree Corridor.



Economic Development Areas Overview

Ponce/Old 

Midtown / 
Virginia Highlands

Ansley

Armour Yard

Lindbergh
Peachtree

Northside

Upper
Marietta / 
Westside

Park

Upper West Side

Lowery /
Hollowell

Master planning for land use and 
connectivity to shape thoughtful 
development around the BeltLine

Complete Communities where you can 
live, work, play, pray, learn, shop, etc.

Pedestrian friendly and transit-oriented

Mixed income communities benefiting all 

Planning & Development
WHAT IS THE BELTLINE?
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Ponce/Old 
4th Ward

University /
Pryor

Boulevard
Crossing

Memorial Dr. / 
Glenwood

Inman Park / 
Hulsey Yard

Park

Simpson /
Maddox Park

RDA / 
Cascade

West End / 
McDaniel Glenn

Oakland City

Murphy Triangle

University /
Metropolitan

Mixed income communities benefiting all 
Atlantans

Appropriate transitions into existing 
neighborhoods

WHY WHERE WHAT HOW UPDATE Q&AYOU



OverviewBrownfield Redevelopment Areas
Clean up of approximately 1,100 acres 
of contaminated industrial properties

Reuse of old railroad corridors

Adaptive use of historic structures

Environmental Cleanup and Re-Use
WHAT IS THE BELTLINE?
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HOW DOES THE BELTLINE 
HAPPEN?

It takes all of us working together to make the BeltLine happen.

• Public side
• Subsidiary of Atlanta 

Development Authority
• Planning, design, 

implementation and engaging 
residents in these processes

• Private side
• Awareness and education
• Raises private funding
• Social Impacts

• PATH Foundation
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Partners Community

Funding • $2.8 billion
• Multiple public and private 

funding sources

• Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Affairs

• Planning and Community 
Development

• Public Works
• Watershed Management

• PATH Foundation
• Trust for Public Land
• Trees Atlanta
• MARTA
• Piedmont Park 

Conservancy
• Many others

• Public input
• Grass roots support
• Volunteering



PARKS:
• Over 300 acres of parkland have been secured, with help from

Trust for Public Land.
• Construction has begun on Historic Fourth Ward Park.
• Piedmont Park Conservancy has started their expansion.
• Design of West Side Park, Boulevard Crossing and Peoplestown

Parks is underway, with construction scheduled for 2010.

TRAILS:
• Built by PATH, the West End Trail opened in October 2008.

PROGRESS UPDATE
YES! The BeltLine is Happening
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• Built by PATH, the West End Trail opened in October 2008.
• Seven miles of hiking trails and three more permanent trail

segments scheduled to open in early 2010.

ARBORETUM: First mile of the BeltLine Arboretum has been 
planted by Trees Atlanta.

WHY WHERE WHAT HOW UPDATE Q&AYOU



TRANSIT:
• Nearly 50% of right-of-way has been secured (NE, SW,

Reynoldstown).

• MARTA and ABI are performing an Environmental Impact
Study, which will determine:
� transit/trail alignment
� station locations
� train type

PROGRESS UPDATE
YES! The BeltLine is Happening
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� environmental impacts (air quality, noise, energy, etc.)

WHY WHERE WHAT HOW UPDATE Q&AYOU



AFFORDABLE HOUSING:  $8.8 million has been allocated to the BeltLine Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund, with more anticipated in early 2010.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Over 100 residential and commercial projects have already 
been initiated within the BeltLine Study Area since 2005.

PROGRESS UPDATE
YES! The BeltLine is Happening
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Inman Park 
Village Sky Lofts

ALTA Old 4th WardGlenwood Park



PUBLIC INPUT: Citizen participation is 
happening through BeltLine Study 
Groups and planning sessions that are 
underway.

FUNDING: The BeltLine has 
approximately $400 - $420 million of 
funding through mid-2011 from a variety 
of sources, including:

PROGRESS UPDATE
YES! The BeltLine is Happening
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• TAD bonds ($78 million issued to date)

• City of Atlanta (Park Opportunity
Bonds, Public Works, Watershed
Management)

• Capital Campaign

• Federal funding

WHY WHERE WHAT HOW UPDATE Q&AYOU



Go to www.beltline.org to learn more and sign up to receive BeltLine email s.

Take a FREE guided tour of the BeltLine.  Visit www.beltline.org , email 
tours@beltlinepartnership.org or call 404-446-4400 to make a reservation.

Inform your friends and neighbors about the BeltLin e and tell them about 
monthly BeltLine 101 sessions.  Order free flyers a t www.beltline.org .

Volunteer!  Go to www.beltline.org or contact the BeltLine Partnership at 
info@beltlinepartnership.org or 404-446-4404 to staff the BeltLine festival 

HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED?
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info@beltlinepartnership.org or 404-446-4404 to staff the BeltLine festival 
booth, distribute BeltLine information, help with s pecial events, and more!

Invite the BeltLine Partnership to come speak to yo ur organization.

Support the development of parks and trails by dona ting to the BeltLine 
Capital Campaign at www.beltline.org .

WHY WHERE WHAT HOW UPDATE Q&AYOU



HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED?
Study Groups

Study Group
When needed, Study Groups 
meet from 6:30 - 8:30PM on

Northside 1st Mondays
Northeast 2nd Thursdays
Southeast 2nd Mondays
Southwest 4th Thursdays

Westside 4th Mondays
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Westside 4th Mondays

Sign up for e-news at www.beltline.org for 
meeting notification or contact the Office of 
Community Engagement:

Beth McMillan, bmcmillan@atlbeltline.org, 
404-588-5463

Rukiya Eaddy, readdy@atlbeltline.org,
404-614-8285


