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1.1

1.2

INTRODUCTION

Purpose of the Methodology Report

The intent of this Methodology Report is to identify the methods that will be used to
identify existing conditions and evaluate the potential effects of the Northeast Quadrant
portion of the BeltLine project on the natural and human environment. This report
focuses on those resource areas identified by the Georgia Environmental Policy Act
(GEPA) Guidelines, dated July 1, 1991. The methodologies presented in this report will
assist in determining if potentially significant impacts would result from the proposed
BeltLine project within the Northeast Quadrant.

GEPA Requirements and Process

The BeltLine project in the Northeast Quadrant is subject to compliance with GEPA as
an action by the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) or a state funding
sponsor. The proposed BeltLine project would cause land disturbance, and the project
is of sufficient magnitude in its proposal and its location that it may significantly
adversely affect the quality of the environment. Therefore, in accord with GEPA, the
proposed BeltLine project will require the preparation of an Environmental Effects Report
(EER). The GEPA process for the BeltLine project will involve the following activities:

e Studies will be undertaken in support of the EER that will serve to document whether
the project may significantly adversely affect the quality of the environment. These
studies are described in Section 3.0 of this Methodology Report.

e During preparation of the EER, MARTA, through its consultants, will coordinate with
and solicit comments from agencies that have jurisdiction by law, special expertise,
or other interest with respect to environmental impact.

¢ The following elements will be contained in the EER document:

1. Cover sheet with signature line identifying MARTA as the responsible state
agency

Executive Summary
Description of Alternatives, including the No Build Alternative

Relevant environmental setting: geology, soils, water supply and wetlands, flora/
fauna, archaeology/history, economic environment, energy and cultural
resources

5. The environmental impact of the proposed action on the relevant setting and
mitigation measures proposed to avoid or minimize adverse impacts

Unavoidable adverse environmental effects

Value of short-term uses of the environment and maintenance and enhancement
of its long-term value

8. Beneficial aspects, both long term and short term, and economic advantages
and disadvantages
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9. Comments of agencies that have jurisdiction by law, special expertise or other
interest with respect to any environmental impact or resource

e Atleast 45 days prior to making a decision as to whether to proceed with the
undertaking, notice that an EER has been prepared will be published in the legal
public notice periodical of Fulton County, in which the BeltLine project is to occur,
and any county affected by the proposed action.

e A copy of the EER and all other comments will be sent to the Georgia Department of
Natural Resources' (DNR) Environmental Protection Division (EPD) Director. The
document will be made available to the public and agencies, upon request.

¢ A Decision document will be prepared with MARTA as signatory after all public
comments have been received and addressed.
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2.0

2.1

2.2

STUDY AREA AND PROJECT ALIGNMENT

Study Area Definition

The GEPA EER will identify existing conditions and assess the potential for BeltLine
project impacts in the Northeast Quadrant portion of the 22-mile Atlanta BeltLine
Corridor. The Northeast Quadrant is defined by the Lindbergh Center MARTA Station at
the north and the Inman Park/Reynoldstown MARTA Station to the south. The corridor
generally follows an existing railroad corridor between Edgewood Avenue NE and
Armour Drive NE. New rail alignment will be required to connect these termini with the
Lindbergh Center and Inman Park/Reynoldstown MARTA Stations. The study area for
the EER will be a one-half mile wide band centered on the BeltLine Corridor. Figure 2-1
shows the Northeast Quadrant study area. Required assessment extents within the half-
mile band may vary depending on the subject resource and are specified where
appropriate in this document.

Project Alignment Descriptions

The Build and No Build Alternatives will be examined in the EER. The Build Alternative
consists of the preferred alternative (B3) that emerged from the Alternatives Analysis
that was previously completed for the Atlanta BeltLine. The Build Alternative includes all
of the projects included in the No Build Alternative plus the construction and operation of
a rail transit line, linear park and multi-use trails in the BeltLine Corridor.

The Build Alternative includes the construction of a fixed rail transit guideway and a
multi-use trail. The rail transit guideway would include electrically powered vehicles,
overhead wires to deliver the power to the vehicles, stations with platforms to
accommodate waiting passengers and access from the stations to adjacent streets,
sidewalks and pedestrian facilities. As shown in Figure 2-1, the alignment in the
Northeast Corridor would be approximately seven miles long, with approximately ten
new stations and stops at two existing MARTA stations, for an average station spacing
of slightly more than a half-mile. The line would connect area neighborhoods and two
existing MARTA rail stations, (Lindbergh Center, Inman Park/Reynoldstown).

The rail transit alignment and stations would be constructed to accommodate both light
rail and streetcar type vehicles. Light rail is a passenger rail system operating along
either a grade separated fixed rail right-of-way (ROW) or in a street right-of-way adjacent
to or shared with traffic. Systems generally operate single or multiple car trains with
station level or street level boarding capabilities. Streetcars are a form of light rail that
typically includes smaller vehicles that usually operate as single car trains.

The rail transit component of the project would mostly be built on existing railroad rights-
of-way with some segments operating along existing streets in mixed traffic operations.
The street segments identified to accommodate possible mixed traffic operations include
the following:

o DeKalb Avenue NE between Decatur Street NE and Inman Park/Reynoldstown
MARTA Station
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e Decatur Street NE between BeltLine railroad ROW and DeKalb Avenue NE

¢ Mayson Street NE north of Plasters Avenue NE

e West to and south along Piedmont Avenue NE and west along Plasters Avenue NE
e Peachtree Hills Drive NE between Palmour Drive NE and Lindbergh Drive NE

¢ Lindbergh Drive NE between BeltLine railroad ROW and Lindbergh Center MARTA
Station

The Build Alternative includes modifications to the supporting feeder bus system. Bus
routes that intersect the BeltLine transit alignment near station sites would be re-routed
to connect to the proposed stations. Other existing bus routes that essentially duplicate
segments of the BeltLine would be modified to minimize the duplication of services
where possible.

The Build Alternative also includes the development of a linear park and multi-use trail
that generally parallels the BeltLine transit alignment, as shown in Figure 2-1. The linear
park and trail would be mostly situated in existing railroad ROW alongside the proposed
transit alignment in the Northeast Quadrant. For the portion of the Northeast Quadrant
between Interstate 85 and the Lindbergh Center MARTA Station, the multi-use trail
would be mostly situated in ROW that is separate from the proposed rail transit
alignment.
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Figure 2-1: BeltLine Northeast Quadrant Map
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