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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This technical memorandum provides the results of an initial assessment of project
feasibility conducted for the northeast zone of the BeltLine project. It is one of a series of
interim documents produced as part of the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority
(MARTA) and Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. (ABI) BeltLine Corridor Environmental Study. The
purpose of the Screening Assessment is to evaluate the viability of the project relative to
potential physical constraints and environmental issues of concern and then to refine the
proposed project alignment and features. Conducted at the beginning of the project
design and environmental review process, the Screening Assessment relies upon
information from previous studies and initial field reviews conducted for the proposed
alignment. More detailed data and analysis will occur during conceptual design activities
and environmental impact statement preparation for the project. The Screening
Assessment provides an opportunity to refine project alignment options to avoid physical
obstacles where possible and minimize the potential for adverse impacts. The NE
Conceptual Engineering Methodology Report precedes this document.

1.1 Project Overview

The BeltLine consists of a continuous 22-mile corridor that generally encircles the
Midtown and Downtown Atlanta central business districts. It is primarily within, or
adjacent to, existing inactive and active freight rail corridors. The project would include
both new light rail or streetcar transit service and new multi-use trails. The rail transit
element of the BeltLine would include new tracks, transit stations and supporting facilities
to accommodate the fixed guideway transit service. Design criteria at the Tier 1 level of
analysis will accommodate a range of transit vehicle types including larger capacity light
rail vehicles and smaller streetcar type vehicles. Preservation of potential transit station
locations would occur along the alignment as needed and would include platforms to
accommodate waiting passengers and pedestrian access from the surrounding
neighborhoods and activity centers. Station platforms would be about 200 feet in length
and accommodate two-car trains. Design assumptions would allow for expansion of
stations in the future to accommodate three-car trains approximately 300 feet in length.

As shown in Figure 1-1, the northeast zone consists of a 6.3-mile portion of the overall
BeltLine project extending from the existing Lindbergh Center MARTA station to the
Inman Park/Reynoldstown MARTA station. The northeast zone would include new light
rail/streetcar transit and multi-use trails, as planned in the other zones. The proposed
transit alignment and station locations consider the results of the BeltLine Detailed
Screening Analysis completed in 2007.

The rail transit and trails elements support one another in providing enhanced mobility
throughout the project study area. The multi-use trails will connect to adjacent
neighborhoods via connector trails and improved sidewalks and streetscapes. Typically,
the multi-use trails will be parallel and directly adjacent to the proposed rail transit line,
with the exception of those areas where the transit line and multi-use trails may require
separate rights-of-way due to available land constraints. In the area between Interstate
85 and the Lindbergh Center MARTA station, the transit line and multi-use trail may use
separate rights-of-way before converging again at the Lindbergh Center MARTA station.
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Figure 1-1: Northeast Zone of the BeltLine
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The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with MARTA and ABI, is
preparing a Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), for the entire 22-mile BeltLine project. The
Tier 1 analysis will serve as a basis for establishing right-of-way (ROW) needs and the
general alignment of the transit and multi-use trails corridor. Conceptual locations of
stations, trails connections and other facilities will be determined, as will the choice of
transit technology.

Concurrent with the Tier 1 analysis is the preparation of an Environmental Effects Report
(EER) for the northeast zone of the BeltLine project in accordance with the Georgia
Environmental Policy Act (GEPA). GEPA requires the assessment of any land-disturbing
action by state agencies and authorities to determine if the action may significantly
adversely affect the quality of the environment. The purpose for preparing the EER is to
ensure adherence to proper GEPA procedures in the event the BeltLine project uses
non-Federal funding prior to the conclusion of the NEPA process.

Land disturbance is likely to include clearing, grading, or excavating of land owned by
either MARTA or the Atlanta Development Authority (ADA). Possible effects of these
land-disturbing activities that may trigger the need to prepare an EER include, but are not
limited to, the following:

e alteration or movement of certain structures (for example, bridges or rail beds) listed
on or eligible for listing on either the Georgia or National Registers of Historic Places;

¢ alteration of waters of the US and waters of the State, or the placement of structures
in the vicinity of such waters;

¢ significant alteration in areas of recognized scenic, recreational, archaeological or
historical value;

e significant alteration of floodplains (for example, establishing impervious surfaces
that increase stream flow in or near populated areas); or

e adversely affecting water quality in streams or water supply impoundments through
runoff of sediment or other contaminants

BeltLine Corridor Environmental Study 1-3 April 2009
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2.0 PROJECT DEFINITION AND REFINEMENT

This chapter describes the proposed rail transit and multi-use trails elements proposed
for the northeast zone. It discusses the process by which integration of the preferred rail
transit alignment (from MA R T Apéesgiously completed BeltLine Detailed Screening
Analysis) with the proposed multi-use trails forms a coordinated multimodal facility that
serves mobility needs in the corridor. It describes further refinements to the project
alignments, that best utilize available unused railroad right-of-way in the corridor and
minimize the potential for disruption to adjacent uses. This chapter also identifies the
potential for conflicts with existing physical features along the alignment and potential
environmental issues that could affect the viability of the project.

2.1 Rail Transit Concept

MARTA completed the BeltLine Detailed Screening Analysis in January 2007, which
identified and examined a full range of transit improvement alternatives within the
BeltLine Corridor. The purpose of the study was to identify transit alternatives that would
improve local and regional mobility, address accessibility and connectivity and support
the City of Atlantads redevel opment plans.

The study included a multi-step evaluation process to first narrow the range of
alternatives considered and then select a preferred alternative to advance into the project
design and environmental study. The first step of the evaluation process included a
prescreening of transit technologies, which assisted in identifying the alignment options
for bus rapid transit (BRT), modern streetcar and light rail transit (LRT) technologies
advanced to the next level of evaluation. The screening included two alignment options
for each technology in the northeast zone of the BeltLine, one connecting the Lindbergh
Center MARTA station to the King Memorial MARTA station and the other connecting the
Lindbergh Center MARTA station to the Inman Park/Reynoldstown MARTA station.

The two alignment alternatives, along with eight others that consisted of alignment
variations outside the northeast zone, advanced into detailed evaluations based on the
following criteria:

e Mobility and Accessibility i measures transit ridership, service quality and
effectiveness, including new riders, travel time savings and impact on existing transit
facilities;

¢ Land Use and Redevelopment i measures the ability of each alternative to support
the land use and redevelopment goals of the project, including supportive land uses
and development incentives;

¢ Environmental Effects i evaluates potential environmental impacts of the Build
Alternatives, including effects on noise and air quality, communities and cultural and
natural resources; and

e Cost Effectiveness i evaluates capital and operating cost estimates associated with
the development and operation of each of the Build Alternatives.

Extensive public outreach and input informed the screening evaluations. Key themes
that shaped the outcome of the screening included a mode preference for streetcar or
light rail, opposition to bus rapid transit, alignment preferences, compatibility with land
use and multi-modal connectivity and overall public support for the project.

BeltLine Corridor Environmental Study 2-1 April 2009
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At the conclusion of the detailed screening, the MARTA Board of Directors selected
Alternative B3, which included the Lindbergh Center MARTA station to Inman Park/
Reynoldstown MARTA station alignment in the northeast zone, as their Preferred
Alternative (PA). This decision was based on B3 being the best performing alternative
and preferred by the public and major stakeholders. The advantages of the PA
compared to the other alternatives are that it would:

¢ Generate the highest ridership;

¢ Indicate a transit permanence (via rail technology) which is desired by developers of
transit-oriented development;

e Increase transit accessibility and connectivity to and within 45 neighborhoods;
¢ Be predominantly contained within the approved Tax Allocation District;
¢ Be supported by the City of Atlanta and the BeltLine Partnership;

e Provide a continuous transit and trails loop as prescribed in the original BeltLine
concept; and

e Be strongly supported by the local community and businesses.

Figure 2-1 shows the detailed screening analysis PA for BeltLine transit. The proposed
alignment for the northeast zone of the BeltLine project begins at the Lindbergh Center
MARTA station and extends west along Lindbergh Drive to Peachtree Hills Avenue and
south along Peachtree Hills Avenue to the point where Peachtree Hills Avenue turns to
the west. From this point, the alignment continues to the south on dedicated right-of-way
and turns to the west along the northern edge of Peachtree Creek. The alignment then
turns to the south, crossing Peachtree Creek on a new bridge constructed to
accommodate the rail transit alignment. On the south side of Peachtree Creek, the
alignment turns to the east and travels along Armour Drive NE passing under an existing
freight rail line and the MARTA North-South rail line using an existing underpass. At this
point, the alignment turns to the south generally along Mayson Street NE and uses an
existing freight railroad underpass to cross over to the south side of Interstate 85. South
of the interstate, the alignment uses an existing unused railroad right-of-way that extends
to DeKalb Avenue NE. The Atlanta Development Authority (ADA), of which ABI is an
affiliate, owns the unused railroad right-of-way. At the southern end of the unused
railroad right-of-way, the alignment turns to the east and continues along DeKalb Avenue
NE to the Inman Park/Reynoldstown MARTA station.
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Figure 2-1: BeltLine Detailed Screening Analysis Rail Transit Preferred Alternative Alignment
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