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S.0 SUMMARY

S.1 Introduction

As one of the most comprehensive economic development efforts ever undertaken in
the City of Atlanta and the largest, most wide-ranging urban redevelopment projects
currently underway in the US, the BeltLine will combine greenspace, trails, transit and
new commercial, residential and mixed-use development along 22 miles of historic rail
corridors that encircle the urban core.
growth occurred in widely dispersed and disconnected pockets of developments, which
have strained the regionds quality of [|i
organizing some of the future growth around parks, transit and trails, the BeltLine will
help change the pattern of regional growth in the coming decades and lead to a more
vibrant and livable Atlanta with an enhanced, more sustainable quality of life.

The Existing Conditions Report provides important data in support of the upcoming Tier
1 NEPA EIS development process. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in
cooperation with MARTA and Atlanta BeltLine Inc. (ABI), is preparing a Tier 1
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), for the entire 22-mile BeltLine project. The Tier 1 analysis will serve
as a basis for establishing right-of-way (ROW) needs and the alignment of the transit
and multi-use trails corridor. Conceptual locations of stations, trails connections and
other facilities will be determined, as will the choice of transit technology.

The Existing Conditions Report is one in a series of reports to be included as part of the
BeltLine Corridor Environmental Study. Information documented herein describes
current socio-economic, natural environment and transportation conditions within the
BeltLine Project Study Area (study area). The report is a resource document that the
Environmental Study will use to further refine the project purpose and need, support
development of the project alternatives, complete the assessment of environmental
impacts, and provide background information pertaining to known features, trends,
opportunities and constraints that may warrant further analysis as the project advances.
This may require collecting additional data to support the environmental impact study in
the future.

S.2 Project Overview

The BeltLine consists of a continuous 22-mile corridor that generally encircles the
Atlanta urban core, including Midtown and Downtown Atlanta central business districts.
It is primarily within, or adjacent to, existing inactive and active freight rail corridors. The
project would include both new light rail or streetcar transit service and new multi-use
trails. The rail transit element of the BeltLine would include new tracks, transit stations
and supporting facilities to accommodate the fixed guideway transit service. Design
criteria at the Tier 1 level of analysis will accommodate a range of transit vehicle types
including larger capacity light rail vehicles and smaller streetcar type vehicles.
Preservation of potential transit station locations would occur along the alignment as
needed and would include platforms to accommodate waiting passengers and
pedestrian access to the stations from the surrounding neighborhoods and activity
centers. Both the transit alignment and station locations took into consideration the
results of the BeltLine Detailed Screening Analysis completed in 2007.

BeltLine Corridor Environmental Study S-1 July 2009
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S.3

S4

S4.1

S.4.2

The BeltLine project also includes multi-use trails and associated linear greenspace
along the alignment. The transit and trails elements relate to one another and are best
designed via concurrent analyses. Typically, the multi-use trails will be parallel and
directly adjacent to the proposed rail transit line, with the exception of those areas where
the transit line and multi-use trails may require a separate right-of-way due to space or
geographic constraints. The multi-use trails will connect to adjacent neighborhoods and
parks via spur trails and improved sidewalks and streetscapes.

Study Area

The study area is a ¥2-mile wide swath encompassing %2-mile on each side of the
centerline of the approximate 22-mile corridor and covers 13.85 square miles. This
buffer encompasses the geographic area in which the project would have the greatest
and most direct impact. The report provides a comprehensive overview of existing
conditions by presenting data for the full study area organized into four distinct zones.
Development of zones allows for disaggregating and portraying data in a more detailed
fashion and provides the basis for future, more focused analyses. MARTA rail lines
define the zone boundaries since they are easily identified physical landmarks and serve
as logical demarcation lines. The BeltLine Detailed Screening Analysis also recognized
these boundaries. The ten Subarea Master Planning areas are smaller in length than
the four zones used for this report however, both define study area width boundaries
using the Bel tLi rugedrals dignraemtsas atbases frain which ltot i
develop study areas.

Key Findings

The Existing Conditions Report presents baseline information for use in assessing the
range of potential environmental issues of concern identified during the project scoping
process. Itincludes data and information regarding socioeconomic conditions, the
natural environment, transportation conditions, bicycle and pedestrian conditions and
related plans. The following sections highlight some of the key findings of the report.
Detailed results are included in Chapters 3.0 through 7.0 of the report.

Population Growth

Since the year 2000, the BeltLine study area has grown at a more rapid rate than the
City of Atlanta as a whole. Between 2000 and 2007, the project study area grew by 16
percent compared withthe Cityd s g r o wt h perEentaThe northeast one of the
study area experienced the most population growth, increasing by more than 22 percent.
About 68,700 people lived in the project study area in 2007. Forecasts predict growth to
more than 86,700 by year 2030, a 26 percent increase over the year 2007 population.
The northeast portion of the study area will experience the most population growth, a 42
percent increase by 2030. A growing population will continue to place demands for
additional transportation capacity on an already overburdened transportation system in
the study area and the region.

Employment Growth

The BeltLine study area will also become an increasingly important destination for work

trips. Forecasts predict employment in the study area will grow from 51,100 employees

in 2006 to nearly 66,600 by 2030, a 30 percent increase. While employment will grow in
all of the study area zones, the highest growth will occur in the southeast zone of the
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study area. Employment in this area will increase by 82 percent, from about 4,000 to
7,300 jobs. Assessments of transportation impacts conducted for the environmental
impact statements will need to consider the changing travel patterns that are likely to
result from this growth in employment and changes to the housing and employment
balance in the corridor.

S.4.3 Transit Use

Many residents in the study already depend on transit to get to work, school and other
destinations. Estimates indicate that approximately 20 percent of the households in the
study area do not own cars. In some portions of the study area, more than 30 percent of
households do not own cars and depend on public transportation, bicycling and walking
to serve their mobility needs. Improvements in transit, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities
in the corridor may provide significant mobility and quality of life enhancements for these
study area residents as well as those who simply prefer to use modes of transportation
other than the private automobile.

S.4.4 Neighborhood Diversity

The BeltLine study area contains portions of approximately 59 established

neighborhoods in the City of Atlanta. The neighborhoods include 64 community

facilities, which consist of police stations, fire stations, schools, churches, libraries,

hospitals and health facilities and museums. About 60 percent of study area residents

are from minority populations and about 21 percent of residents are low-income.

Maintaining and enhancing the character and functionality ofthe City s nei ghbor hoods
will be an important consideration in assessing the potential project impacts.

S.45 Land Use

Existing and planned land uses in the study area include a mix of residential, industrial,
commercial, open space, community facilities and institutional uses. Residential is
currently the predominant land use ranging from 38 to 71 percent of total land area in
each of the study area zones. Future land-use plans show that residential uses will
continue as the dominate use, but mixed-use development will increase, covering
between 16 and 19 percent of the land area in the southeast, northwest and northeast
zones. Modifications to current land use plans resulting from the ongoing BeltLine
master planning activities in many portions of the study area will need consideration in
project impact analysis to ensure continued coordination of transportation and land use
planning.

S.4.6 Parks

The study area includes 413 acres of parkland spread over portions of 51 public parks.
This includes two Regional Parks, two Community Parks, 14 Neighborhood Parks, six
Block Parks, 25 Garden Parks, one Conservation Park and one Public Golf Course. The
BeltLine project has the potential to provide pedestrian and transit linkages to these
existing facilities as well as other planned parks along the corridor. The development of
project alignment and station alternatives will need to provide improved accessibility and
connectivity of these parks while avoiding or minimizing the potential for any negative
impacts to parklands.
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S.4.7

S.4.8

S.4.9

S.4.10

S4.11

S.4.12

Historic Resource Preservation

The BeltLine study area is rich with historic districts and structures. The study area
includes resources either listed in the National Register (NR) of Historic Places,
determined eligible for the NR by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) or
potentially eligible via designation by the City of Atlanta. Preliminary research has
identified nearly 30 districts and over 300 listed or eligible historic buildings in the study
area. Consideration of the potential for the project to benefit or negatively affect these
resources is necessary in the development and evaluation of alternatives for the project.

Water Resources Protection

Preliminary research identified wetlands, floodplains, streams and other water bodies
within the BeltLine study area. While the National Wetlands Inventory does not indicate
any wetlands within the study area, preliminary field studies have identified two wetlands
in the northeast zone. Additional field investigations during upcoming environmental
study will be crucial as they could reveal additional important water resources.

Contaminated and Hazardous Materials Sites

Located along former and current railroad right-of-way and industrial lands, the study
area has significant potential for contaminated soil and ground water in the study area.
Preliminary assessments have identified over 230 sites of potential concern. The
northwest zone has the largest number (105) and the southwest zone has the fewest
(10) of these sites. Further research conducted as part of the environmental impact
assessment may yield even more potential contaminated and hazardous materials sites.

Regional Transit Connectivity

BeltLine transit is proposed as part of a seamless regional transit system that integrates
heavy rail, light rail, streetcar, express bus and local bus modes to accommodate travel
demand within the corridor and throughout the region. BeltLine transit would connect to
MARTA rail at four locations and connect to 56 individual bus routes. The regional
transit vision, documentedinthe Tr ansi t Pl a i€Concept®, inBludesrfutli@ s
express bus, bus rapid transit, streetcar, light rail and commuter-rail services with
proposed connections to the BeltLine. The development of alternatives that facilitate
effective intermodal connections between these projects will be critical to the success of
the BeltLine project.

Freight Rail Ownership and Coordination

The BeltLine project would occupy, or be immediately adjacent to, both active and
inactive freight rail corridors. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT),
Atlanta Development Authority (ADA), CSX Transportation (CSXT) and Norfolk Southern
Corporation (NS) own these railroad corridors. The environmental impact assessment
should consider potential impacts of the project on current and future freight operations
as well as other railroad uses. Coordination with all of the freight rail owners will be
crucial to successful implementation of the BeltLine.

Bicycle Route Network

In an effort to improve accessibility, mobility, air quality and overall quality of life, the City
of Atlanta has placed emphasis on developing an integrated multi-modal bicycle
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transportation system linking primary street routes, on-street bicycle lanes, multi-use

trails and transit stations. While the recently completed Connect Atlanta Plan, The City

of Atl antads compr e h e ideniifieseoniyt nmearoasspmitirekidingi on pl an
striped bicycle lanes, it proposes bicycle improvements along approximately 50 roads

within the study area. Improvements may be in the form of striped bicycle lanes or

shared lanes with visual pavement markings. The BeltLine multi-use trails have the

potential to provide increased accessibility and connectivity to these recommended

bicycle facilities.

S.4.13 Pedestrian Infrastructure Challenges

The current quality of sidewalks, crosswalks and pedestrian signals in the study area
ranges from satisfactory to poor. Problems include cracked, overgrown, or non-existent
sidewalks and crosswalks that are sometimes dysfunctional or non-existent. An
assessment of sidewalks by the City of Atlanta Department of Watershed Management
suggests that only about sixty percent of city streets (relative to street length) have
sidewalk coverage. These conditions are likely the result of the older age of the
neighborhoods along the BeltLine Corridor, which have not had routine infrastructure
upgrades or diligent maintenance. The City, however, has made some efforts to
improve pedestrian infrastructure over the past few years and plans extensive
improvements in the future.

S.4.14 Related Plans and Efforts

Over the past several years, numerous plans and studies have guided land development
and transit, multi-use trails and greenspace components of the BeltLine project. As the
environmental study progresses, BeltLine planning will continually rely upon the wealth
of information and data produced by these studies. These related plans and studies
include:

e Atlanta BeltLine Subarea Master Plans

e Connect Atlanta Plan

e TP BGmcept3

e Envision6 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)

e BeltLine Detailed Screening Analysis

e Atlanta BeltLine Redevelopment Plan

¢ The Atlanta BeltLine: Transit Feasibility White Paper

e The BeltLine Emerald Necklace: Atlantads New
¢ Reconnecting Communities, Atlanta Rail Corridors Assessment

e City of Atlanta 2004-2019 Comprehensive Development Plan

S5 Conclusion

As indicated by the sections above, the Existing Conditions Report provides
comprehensive data to support the development of the upcoming Tier 1 NEPA EIS.
Additional data collection will continue to identify the potential environmental impacts as
part of the environmental study. This report is a resource document used to refine the
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project purpose and need, support development of the project alternatives, complete the
assessment of environmental impacts and provide background information pertaining to
known features, trends, opportunities and constraints that may warrant further analysis
as the project advances through the study process.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Existing Conditions Report is one in a series of reports to be included as part of the
BeltLine Corridor Environmental Study. Information documented describes current
socioeconomic, natural environment and transportation conditions within the BeltLine
Project Study Area (study area). The report is a resource document that the
Environmental Study will use to further refine the project purpose and need, support
development of the project alternatives, complete the assessment of environmental
impacts and to provide background information pertaining to known features, trends,
opportunities and constraints that may warrant further analysis as study advances.
These steps may require collecting additional data to support the environmental impact
study in the future.

The report provides important data in support of the upcoming Tier 1 National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) development
process. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with MARTA and
Atlanta BeltLine Inc. (ABI), is preparing a Tier 1 EIS, in accordance with NEPA, for the
entire 22-mile BeltLine project. The Tier 1 analysis will serve as a basis for establishing
right-of-way (ROW) needs and the alignment of the transit and multi-use trails corridor.
Conceptual locations of stations, trails connections and other facilities will be
determined, as will the choice of transit technology.

1.1 Project Overview

The BeltLine consists of a continuous 22-mile corridor that generally encircles the
Atlanta urban core, including Midtown and Downtown Atlanta central business districts.
It is primarily within, or adjacent to, existing inactive and active freight rail corridors. The
project would include both new light rail or streetcar transit service and new multi-use
trails. The rail transit element of the BeltLine would include new tracks, transit stations
and supporting facilities to accommodate the fixed guideway transit service. Design
criteria at the Tier 1 level of analysis will accommodate a range of transit vehicle types
including larger capacity light rail vehicles and smaller streetcar type vehicles. Potential
transit station locations would be preserved along the alignment as needed and would
include platforms to accommodate waiting passengers, and pedestrian access to the
stations from the surrounding neighborhoods and activity centers. Both the transit
alignment and station locations took into consideration the results of the BeltLine
Detailed Screening Analysis completed in 2007.

Figure 1-1 shows the initial rail transit alignment and potential station locations. The
transit alignment and station locations consider the results of the BeltLine Detailed
Screening Analysis and the recommended Preferred Alternative (PA). Atlanta BeltLine
Inc. contributed to decisions relative to alternative transit and multi-use trails alignments
in that study.

The BeltLine project also includes multi-use trails and associated linear greenspace
along the alignment. The transit and trails elements relate to one another and are best
designed via concurrent analysis. Typically, the multi-use trails will be parallel and
directly adjacent to the proposed rail transit line, with the exception of those areas where
the transit line and multi-use trails may require a separate right-of-way due to available
land constraints. The multi-use trails will connect to adjacent neighborhoods via
connector trails and improved sidewalks and streetscape.
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Figure 1-1: BeltLine Rail Transit and Multi-Use Trails Alignments
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2.0 STUDY AREA

This chapter describes the geographic areas used in assessing the existing conditions
for this report and the BeltLine Corridor Environmental Study. The geographic areas
constitute the BeltLine study area and provide a spatial framework for collecting and
aggregating the data presented in subsequent chapters.

2.1 Study Area Definition

Figure 2-1 depicts the BeltLine study area. The study area is defined by a ¥2-mile wide
swath encompassing ¥-mile on each side of the centerline of the approximately 22-mile
corridor and covers 13.85 square miles. For those areas with multiple potential transit or
multi-use trails alignments, the buffer area expands to include all alternative alignments.
The Ys-mile wide buffer to each side represents the area of direct project influence, as it
is the typical accepted distance passengers are willing to walk to access transit. This
buffer encompasses the geographic area in which the project would have the greatest
and most direct impact.

2.2 Study Area Zones

The report provides a comprehensive overview of existing conditions by presenting data

for the full study area organized into zones. The study area consists of four distinct

zones, as displayed in Figure 2-1. Development of zones allows for disaggregating and

portraying data in a more detailed fashion and provides the basis for future, more

focused analyses. MARTA rail lines define the zone boundaries since they are easily

identified physical landmarks and serve as logical demarcation lines. The BeltLine

Detailed Screening Analysis also recognized these boundaries. Si mi | ar t o ABI 6s
Subarea Master Planning, zone boundary definit
use trails alignment(s) as a basis from which to develop the buffer area width. The

buffer width for the Subarea Master Plans is wider, however. Furthermore, the ten

Subarea Master Planning areas are smaller and shorter in length than the four zones

used for this report. The four study area zones are:

¢ Northeast - This zone includes the portion of the study area between MART AO s
northeast/north rail line around the Lindbergh Center station on the north and
MA R TdAeast line near the Inman Park/Reynoldstown station on the south.

e Southeast - This zone extends from MARTA® east line near the Inman
Park/Reynoldstown station to the South Line at the West End station.

e Southwest - This zone extends from MART A6 s S oanthelNVest Enal station to
the West Line near the Ashby station.

¢ Northwest - This zone extends from the West Line at the Ashby station to the
north/northeast Line near the Lindbergh Center station, where the alignment
connects to the northeast zone and completes the BeltLine corridor loop.
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Figure 2-1: BeltLine Study Area and Zones

Source: AECOM/JJG Joint Venture
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